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BOOK I. 
• LESSON I. 

THE FIRST FOUR DAYS OF CREATION. 

Gen. i. i — 19. 

This is the oldest book in the world as far as we know. It 
was written in Hebrew, an Eastern language, by Moses, the 
great prophet who spake with God on Mount Sinai; and alt this 
earlier part must have been made known to Moses by God himself, 
since no man could have known it. It is called the Book of Genesis, 
a word that means beginning, in Greek, because it is about 
the very beginning of the world. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

And the earth was without form, and void ; * and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the 
waters. 

And God said, Let there be light : and there was light 

And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from 
; the darkness. 

And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night And 
\ the evening and the morning were the first day. 

And God said. Let there be a firmament f in the midst of the waters, 
and let it divide the waters from the waters. 

And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under 
i the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament : and it 
was so. 

And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the 
morning were the second day. 

And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto 
one place, and let the dry land appear : and it was so. 

• Empty, t Sky. 
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And God called the dry land Earth ; and the gathering together of the 
wAter» called he Seas : and God saw that it was good. 

And God said. Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, 
and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself upon 
the earth : and it was so. 

And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, 
and the tree yielding fruit, wl^se seed was in itself, after his kind : and 
God saw that it was good. 

And the evening and the morning were the third day« 

And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to 
divide the day from the night ; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, 
and for days, and years : 

And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light 
upon the earth : and it was so. 

And God made two great lights ; the greater light to rule the day, and 
the lesser light to rule the night : he made the stars also. 

And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon 
the earth, 

And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from 
the darkness : and God saw that it was good. 

And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 



LESSON II. 

THE MAKING OF LIVING THINGS: 

Gen. i. 20 ; ii. 3. 

77u earth was clear of water ^ and covered with green herbage y 
all ready for the creatures that were to live in it. So now tney 
began to be made. 

And God said, let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving 
creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open 
firmament of heaven. 

And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, 
which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every 
winged fowl after his kind : tnd God saw that it was good. 

And Gotl blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the 
waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 

And the e\^ning and the morning were the fifth day. 

And Ctod said, Let the earth bring forth the livmg creature after his 
kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of tfatt earth after his kind : 
and it was «x 
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And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after 
their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind : 
and God saw that it was good. 

And God said. Let us make man in our image,* after our h'keness : and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the earth. 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he 
him ; male and female created he them. 

And God blessed them, and God said unto them. Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth, and subdue it : and have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every Uving thmg that 
moveth upon the earth. 

And God said. Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which 
is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of 
a tree yielding seed ; to you it shall be for meat. 

And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to 
every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given 
every green herb for meat : and it was so. 

And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very 
good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 

And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made ; and 
he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. 

And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctifiedf it : because that in it 
he had rested from all his work which God created and made. 



LESSON III. 

THE GARDEN OF EDEN, 

Gen. IL 4^25. 

We are now going to hear a little more fully about God*s work 
on the sixth day. We have been told that he made man and woman. 
Now we turn to that sixth day when every thing was made^ and the 
earth was waiting for the owner who was to dwell in it. 

These are the generations t of the heavens and of the earth when they 
were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens, 

And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb 
of the field before it grew : for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon 
the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. 

* Resemblance. t Made holy. } Here means '' begimiing." 



SCRTPTURE READINGS FOR CHlLDREy. [less, iil 

Rnt there wait up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of 

^'^iS'tEe'LoRD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
V nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living souL 

^'^Jnirthc Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden ; and there he 
iH nun whom he had formed. 

r^^iHf OTt of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is 
Aiw <w g^ ^^ g^j^ fQj. foQjj . t]je treg of ufg jjgQ j^ ^^ midst 

T^SoLrden. wd the tree of knowledge of good and eviL 

^ '\^^rivCT went out of Eden to water the garden ; and from thence it 

^SfJted and became into four heads. 
^^ t^ie of the first is Pison : that is it which compasseth * the whole 

7**f Havilah, where there is gold ; 
^ -5 the cold of that land is good : there is bdellium f and the onyx 

*****^ the name of the second river is Gihon : the same is it that com- 
.x. thi. whole land of Ethiopia. % 




And the LORD C^oa io< 

?rMs it and to keep it. 
to J^jUg ix)RD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the 

tjLtL thou mayest freely eat : 
^w t of tlie tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of 

iat in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 
"^ '.J ^jjg Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone ; 
T ^l make him an help meet for him. 

And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, 
^^ery fowl of the air ; and brought them unto Adam to see what he 
^^]d call them : and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that 
-,5 the name thereof. 

And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to 
g^gry beast of the field ; but for Adam there was not found an help meet § 

for him. 

And the I-ord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept : 
gnd he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof ; 

And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a 
f^man, and brought her unto the man. 

And Adam said. This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh : 
^ shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 

Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave 
■Bto his wife : and they shall be one flesh. 

And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not 
ashamed. 

* Goes Dund. t Supposed to be either a precious stone or a sweet ^um. 

Ethiopia ouce meant a part of Asia. § Fit 
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LESSON IV. 

THE FALL, 

Gen. iii. i — 13. 

Now we come to the saddest chapter in all the Bible; the one that 
is the real reason for all that is sad or painful in all this world. 
For Adam and his wife were owners of all. There was only one 
thing that they were forbidden^ and while they obeyed they were 
happy. But we know from other places in the Bible that among 
the many holy angels and spirits who dwell round God^s Throne 
there had been some who grew wicked^ and hated Him^ and had 
been cast out of Heaven, These evil spirits cannot bear to see hap- 
piness^ and they longed to make Adam take them for his masters 
instead of his own merciful Lord God, But so it waSy that one of 
these spirits put on the form of a serpent to endeavour to try to per- 
suade the man and woman to give themselves over to him : for 
unless they gave themselves over there was no hurting them. 

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field wh!rh the 
Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, 
Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden ? 

And the woman said unto the serpent. We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees of the garden : 

But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath 
said. Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

And the serpent said unto the woman. Ye shall not surely die : 

For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 
be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with 
her ; and he did eat 

And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked ; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 

And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day : and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. 

And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art 
thou? 
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And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because 
I was naked ; and I hid myself. 

And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked ? Hast thou eaten of 
the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat ? 

And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
gave me of the tree, and I did eat 

And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast 
done ? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled* me, and I did eat. 



LESSON V. 

THE SENTENCE, 

Gen. iii. 14 — 24, 

We have seen hovy the first man and woman broke God^s com- 
mands. Now we read what He said to them, and to us likewise, for 
we are their children. 

And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, 
thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field ; upon 
thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life : 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow ; and thy 
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of 
thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying. 
Thou shalt not eat of it : cursed is the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life ; 

Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; and thou shalt eat 
the herb of the field ; 

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground ; for out of it wast thou taken : for dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return. 

And Adam called his wife's name Eve ;t because she was the mother of 
all living. 

Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, 
and clothed them. 

And the Lord God said. Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know 
good and evil ; and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the 
tree of life, and eat and live for ever : 

* Over-pecsuadcd* t Life* 
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:■ Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till 
I the ground from whence he was taken. 

So he drove out the man ; and he placed at the east of the garden of 
Eden cherubims,* and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep 
the way of the tree of life. 



LESSON VL 

CAIN AND ABEL. 

Gen. iv. i — 15. 

This is the history of the first children ever born in the worlds the 

first pair of brothers. 

And Eve bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the Lord. 

And she again bare his brother AbeL And Abel f was a keeper of sheep, 
but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 

And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of 
the ground an offering unto the Lord. 

And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings X of his flock, and of the fat 
thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel, and to his offering : 

But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very 
wroth, and his countenance felL 

And the Lord said unto Cain, "Why art thou wroth ? and why is thy 
countenance fallen ? 

If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not 
well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou 
shalt rule over him. 

I And Cain talked with Abel his brother : and it came to pass, when they 
I were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him. 
! And the I-,ORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother ? And he 
.'said, 1 know not : Am I my brother's keeper? 

And he said. What hast thou done ? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth 
unto me from the ground. 

And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth 
to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand ; 

When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her 
strength ; a fugitive § and a vagabond || shalt thou be in the earth. 

And Cain said unto the Lord, My punishment is greater that I can bear. 

Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth ; 

and from thy face shall I be hid ; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond 

in the earth ; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall 

slay me. 

• Cherub is the singular number. t A breath. 

X The first lamb of each sheep, &c. § A runaway. D A wanderer. 
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And the Lord said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cam, vengeance 
shall be taken on him sevenfold And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, 
lest any finding him shotdd kill him. 



LESSON VII. 

THE CORRUPTION OF THE EARTH. 

Gen. vL I — 13. 

After Abel had been killed^ Eve was comforted by having another 
son^ and she called his name Seth; For God, said she ^ hath appointed 
me another seed instead of Abel y whom Cain slew. And to Seth, to 
him also there was bom a son; and he called his name Enos : then 
began men to call upon the name of the Lord. Cain and Seth both 
had children^ and men and women spread fast over the earth, and 
lived much longer than they do now. Cain^s children seem to have 
been the most clever, for we are told that among those who descended 
from him were Jabal, who first began living in tents ; Jubal, who 
found out the harp and organ, that is to say musical instruments 
with strings to play on, or hollow reeds to blow through s and Tubal- 
Cain, 7vho worked in brass and iron. But this family were bad 
men who were like their forefather Cain,while Seth s children tried to 
be good and holy. Adam lived to be nine hundred and thirty years 
ola, and his sons and grandsons for many generations could hear 
from him of the happy days of the Garden of Eden. One of these 
descendants of Seth, who was named Enoch, was so good a man 
that God took' him up alive into heaven, without dying. His son, 
Methuselah, was the oldest man that ever lived, for he was nine 
hundred and sixt^-nine years old at the time of his death. But 
long before he died the world had grown very wicked, men and 
women cared not for God, and were not afraid, though Enoch had 
told them that God would come to punish the whole earth, and to 
execute judgment on the ungodly. Lamech, Methuselahs son, had 
called his son Noah, which means comfort, as if God had let him 
know that this son shouU be the comfort in the great trouble that 
would be sure to come on the wicked 

And it came to pass, when men b^an to multiply on the face of the 
«^rth» and daughters were bora unto them. 

That the soi\s of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair ; and 
they took them wi\*es of all which they chose. 

And the Lord said. My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that 
he al^c is fleah : yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. 



LESS. VIII.] THE ARK. 1 1 



There were giants in the earth in those days. 

And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it 
grieved him at his heart 

And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the 
face of the earth; both man and beast, and the creeping thing, and the 
fowls of the air ; for it repenteth me that I have made them. 

But Noah found grace m the eyes of the Lord. 

These are the generations of Noah : Noah was a just man and perfect in 
his generations, and Noah walked with God. 

And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

The earth also was corrupt before God, and ti^e earth was filled with 
violence. 

And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt • for all 
flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. 



LESSON VIII. 

THE ARK. 

Gen. vi. 13 ; vii. 5. 

Noah, the one good man in all the wicked world, was commanded 
by God to build a ship or ark to save himself. 

And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me ; for the 
earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them 
with the earth. 

Make thee an ark of gopher wood ;* rooms shalt thou make in the ark, 
and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. 

And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of : The length of the 
ark shall be three hundred cubits, + the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the 
height of it thirty cubits. 

A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it 
above ; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof ; with 
lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it. 

And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to 
destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven ; and 
every thing that is in the earth shall die. 

But with thee will I establish my covenant ; J and thou shalt come into 
the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. 

* The kind of wood is not known ; some say cedar. 

t Measured as twice the span of a man's hand, about a foot and a half, the length 
from the finger ta the elbow. 
} An agreement depending on conditions. 
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And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring 
into the ark, to keep them alive with thee ; they shall be male and female. 

Of fowls- ajfter their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping 
thing of the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto tnee, 
to keep them alive. 

And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather 
it to thee ^ and it shall be for food for thee and for them. 

Thus did Noah ; according to all that God commanded him, so did he. 

And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the 
ark : for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. 

Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his 
female ; and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female. 

Of fowls also of the air bv sevens, the niale and the female ; to keep seed 
alive upon the face of all the earth. 

Fqr yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days 
and forty nights ; and eveiy living substance that I have made will I 
destroy n-om off the face of the earth. 

And Noah did according unto all that the Lord commanded him. 



LESSON IX. 

THE FLOOD, 

Gen. vii. 6^24. 

And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon 
the earth. 

And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with 
him, into the ark, because of the water of the flood. 

Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of 
every thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

There went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the 
female, as God had commanded Noah. 

And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were 
upon the earth. 

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the 
seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the 
great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 

And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 

In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, 
the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with 
them, into the ark ; 

They, and every beast after hia kind, and all the cattle after their kind, 
and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and 
every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort. 
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And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, 
wherein is the breath of life. 

And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had 
commanded him : and the Lord shut him in. 

And the flood was forty days upon the earth ; and the waters increased, 
and bare up the ark, and it was Uft up above the earth. 

And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth ; 
and the ark went upon the face of the waters. 

And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth ; and all the high 
hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered. 

Fifteen cubits upwards did the waters prevail ; and the mountains were 
covered. 

And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, 
and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and 
every man : 

All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry 
land, died*. 

And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of 
the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl 
of the heaven ; and they were destroyed from the earth : and Noah only 
remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark. 

And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days. 



LESSON X. 

THE SUBSIDENCE, 

Gen. viii. i — 14. 

And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle 
that was with him in the ark : and God made a wind to pass over the earth, 
and the waters asswaged ; 

The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, 
and the rain from heaven was restrained; 

And the waters returned from ofl" the earth continually: and after the 
end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated. 

And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, upon the mountains of Ararat. 

And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth 
month, on the first day of the monm, were the tops of the mountains 
seen. 

And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the 
window of the ark which he had made : 

And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, imtil the waters 
were dried up from off" the earth. 
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Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated 
from off the face of the ground ; 

But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto 
him into the ark, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth : then 
he put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her unto him into the ark. 

And he stayed yet other seven days ; and again he sent forth the dove 
out of the ark ; 

And the dove came in to him in the evening ; and, lo, in her mouth was 
an olive leaf pluckt off : so Noah knew that the waters were abated from 
off the earth. 

And he stayed yet other seven days ; and sent forth the dove ; which 
returned not again unto him any more. 

And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first months 
the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the earth : 
and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the 
face of the ground was dry. 

And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, 
was the earth dried. 



LESSON XI. 

NOAH*S SACRIFICE 

Gen. viii. 15 ; ix. 7. 

And God spake unto Noah, saying, 

Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons* wives 
with thee. 

Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, 
both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth ; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitfiil, 
and multiply upon the earth. 

And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives 
with him : 

Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever 
creepeth upon the earth, after their kmds, went forth out of the ark. 

And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord ; and took of every clean 
beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

And the Lord smelled a sweet savour ;* and the Lord said in his heart, 
I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake ; for the imagina- 
tion of man's heart is evil from his youth ; neither will I again smite any 
more every thing living, as I have done. 

While die earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease. 

* This is the way of saying that He accepted the sacrifice. 
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And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish* the earth. 

And the fear of you and the dread of you shalj be upon every beast 
of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon 
^e earth, and upon all the fishes of the seas ; into your hand are they 
delivered. 

Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you ; even as the green 
herb have I given you all things. 

But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof^ shall ye 
not eat 

And surely your blood of your lives will I require ; at the hand of every 
beast will I require it, and at the hand of man ; at the hand of every man's 
brother will 1 require the life of man. 

Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed : for in 
the image of God made he man. 

And you, be ye fruitful and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the 
earth, and multiply therein. 



LESSON XII. 

THE RAINBOW, 

Gen. ix. 8 — 17. 

And God spalce unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, 

And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed 
after you ; 

And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, 
and of every beast of the earth with you ; from all that go out of the ark, to 
every beast of the earth. 

And I will establish my covenant with you ; neither shall all flesh be. cut 
off any more by the waters of a flood ; neither shall there any more be a 
flood to destroy the earth. 

And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between 
me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual 
generations : 

I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant 
between me and the earth. 

And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the 
bow shall be seen in the cloud : 

And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh ; and the waters shall no more become a 
flood to destroy all flesh. 

And the bow shall be in the cloud ; and I will look upon it, that I may 

• Fill. 
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remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature 
of all flesh that is upon the earth. 

And God said unto Nodi, This is the token of the covenant, which I 
have established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth. 



LESSON XIII 

THE THREE SONS OF NOAH, 

Gen. ix. 1 8 — 29. 

And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, 
and Japheth : and Ham is the father of Canaan. 

These are the three sons of Noah : and of them was the whole earth 
overspread. 

And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vine3rard : 

And he drank of the wine, and was drunken, and he was uncovered 
within his tent 

And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father, and told his two 
brethren without. 

And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their 
shoulders, and went backward, and covered their father ; and their faces 
were backward, and they saw not their father. 

And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had 
done unto him. 

And he said, Cursed be Canaan : a servant of servants shall he be unto 
his brethren. 

And he said. Blessed be the Lord God of Shem ; and Canaan shall 
be his servant. 

God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and 
Canaan shall be his servant. 

And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years. 

And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years : and he 
died. 



LESSON XIV. 

THE TOWER OF BABEL, 

Gen. xi. i — 9. 

The chapter that follows the account of Noah^s prophecy tells how 
the chief nations of the old world could be traced from the sons of 
Noah* For some time they all seem to have dwelt near where the 
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ark had rested j but in time, as there were more and more of them, 
they came down the course of the two great rivers, Tigris and 
Euphrates, to a fine rich piece of ^ound, becmtiful for growing 
corn, and vines, and melons. This was then called the Plain of 
Shinary and many of them chose it for their home. 

And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 

And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a 
plain in the land of Shinar ; and they dwelt there. 

And they said one unto another, Go to, let us make brick, and bum 
them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime * had they 
for morter. 

And they said. Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may 
reach unto heaven ; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad 
upon the face of the whole earth. 

And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the 
children of men builded. 

And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one 
language ; and this they begin to do : and now nothing will be restrained 
from them, which they have imagined to do. 

Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may 
not understand one another's speech. 

So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all 
the earth ; and they left off to build the city. 

Therefore is the name of it called Babel, t because the Lord did there 
confound the language of all the earth : and from thence did the Lord 
scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 



LESSON XV. 

THE CALL OF ABRAM. 

Gen. xi. 28 ; xii. 9. 

B.C. 1 960- 1 92 3. — The time had come at which God was about to 
choose one particular family, and guard them by His special care to 
be the line from which the Saviour ^ the Seed of the Woman, should 
spring. It was nearly two thousand years before that happy time 
should come J but the choice was made. In the old first-inhabited 
country in the hills between the two great rivers Tigris and 
Euphrates lived a man descended from Shem, named Terah, who 
had three sons — Abram, Nahor^ and Haranj and Haran had a son 

* Bitumen, or mineral pitch. \ Conflislon. 
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named Lot They had learnt to worship idols, but God saw that 
Abratn would learn better things^ and chose him out of all the 
earth. 

And Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his nativity,* in Ur 
of the Chaldees. 

And Abram and Nahor took them wives : the name of Abram*s wife 
was Sarai; and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of 
Haran, the father of Milcah, the father of Iscah. 

But Sarai was barren ; she had no child. 

And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his son's son, 
and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram's wife ; and they went forth 
with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan ; and 
they came unto Haran, and dwelt there. 

And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years : and Terah 
died in Haran. 

Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will 
shew thee. 

And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make 
thy name great; and thou sh^t be a blessing : 

And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse them that curseth thee : 
and in thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him ; and Lot went 
with him : and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed 
out of Haran. 

And Abram took Sarai his wife^ and Lot his brother's son, and all their 
substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten + in 
Haran ; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan ; and into the 
land of Canaan they came. 

And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the 
plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. 

And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said. Unto thy seed will I give 
this land : and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared 
unto him. 

And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Beth-el, and 
pitched his tent, having Beth-el on the west, and Hai on the east : and 
there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the name of 
the Lord. 

And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south. 

Gen. xiL lo— 2o.t 

And there was a famine in the land : and Abram went down into Egypt 
to sojourn there ; for the famine was grievous in the land. 

And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that 

* Birth. t The servants who had been added to their number. 

X This for elder children only. 
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he said unto Sarai his wife, Beh'old now, I know that thou art a fair woman 
to look upon : 

Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that 
they shall say. This is his wife : and they will kill me, but they will save 
thee alive. 

Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister : that it may be weU with me for 
thy sake ; and my soul shall live because of thee. 

And it came to pass» that when Abram was come into Egypt, the 
Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very fair. 

The princes abo of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before 
Pharaoh : and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 

And he entreated Abram well for her sake : and he had sheep, and oxen, 
and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and 
camels. 

And the Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because 
of Sarai Abram's wife. 

And Pharaoh called Abram, and said. What is this that thoii hast done 
unto me ? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife ? 

Why saidst thou. She is my sister? so I might have taken her to me to 
wife : now therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy way. 

And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning hun : and they sent him 
away, and his wife, and all that he had. 



LESSON XVI. 

THE CHOICE OF LOT. 

B.a 191 7. — GEN.xiii. 

And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, 
and Lot with him, into the south. 

And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. 

And he went on his journeys from the south even to Beth-el, unto the 
place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Beth-el and 
Hai; 

Unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first : and 
there Abram called on the name of the Lord. 

And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds^ and tents. 

And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together : 
for their substance was groat, so that they could not dwdl together. 

And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the 
herdmen of Lot's cattle : and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then 
in the land. 

And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee> between 

C2 
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me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be 
brethren. 

Is not the whole land before thee ? separate thyself, I pray thee, from 
me : if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right ; or if thou 
depart to the right hand, then I will go to the leJt. 

And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was 
well watered everywhere, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, 
even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egjrpt, as thou comest 
unto Zoar. 

Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan ; and Lot journeyed east : 
and they separated themselves one from the other. 

Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of 
the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. 

But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the Lord 
exceedingly. 

And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him. 
Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, 
and southward, and eastward, and westward : 

For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed 
for ever. 

And I will make thy seed as the dust of the eartli : so that if a man can 
number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. 

Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it ; 
for I will give it unto thee. 

Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of 
Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the Lord. 



LESSON XVII. 

ABRAM AND MELCHIZEDEK. 

Gen. xiv. 8 — 24. 

B.C. 191 5. — Lot had thought he should be prosperous and happy 
in SodofHj but he soon had to learn that to live among tJie wicked is 
not the way to peace. The nations who lived round about where 
the town of Babel was built^ in the plain of Shinar, between the 
Euphrates and Tigris rivers^ were always fierce conquerors. They 
came forth ^ and conquered Sodom and the other four cities that stood' 
in the plain or valley round the lake of Siddim, and made thein 
subject. After twelve years, however, the chiefs of these cities 
joined together and declared they would be free; but this or.iy 
brought their enemies down upon them in great numbers. 
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And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and 
the king of Admah, and the king of 2^boiim, and the king of Bela (the 
same is Zoar ;) and they joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim ; 

With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, 
and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings 
with five. ' 

And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits ;* and the kings of Sodom 
and Gomorrah fled, and fell there ; and they that remained fled to the 
mountain. 

And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their 
victuals, and went their way. 

And they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his 
goods, and departed. 

And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew ;t 
for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and 
brother of Aner : and these were confederate:?: with Abram. 

And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his 
trained servants, bom in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and 
pursued them unto Dan. 

And he divided himself agamst them, he and his servants, by night, and 
smote them, and pursued them imto Hobah, which is on the left hand of 
Damascus. 

And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother 
Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people. 

And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return f om the 
slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with him, at the 
valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale. 

And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine : and he 
was the priest of the most high God. 

And he blessed him, and said. Blessed be Abram of the most high God, 
possessor of heaven and earth : 

And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies 
into thy hand. And he gave him tithes § of all. 

And the king of Sodom said imto Abram, Give me the personsi and take 
the goods to thyself. 

And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto 
the Lord, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth. 

That I v^ill not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet,|| and that I 
will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have 
made Abram rich : 

Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the 
men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre ; let them take their 
portion. 

• Pools of bitumen. 

t This was always the luune for the chosen people. It either comes from Eber, Abram's 
forefather, or from a word meaning that he had crossed the Euphrates. 
I Joined in the same cause. § A tenth part. 

U The fastening of a sandaL 
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LESSON XVIII. 

THE COVENANT OF FAITH. 

B.C. 1915. — Gen. XV. 1—18.* 

After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abiam in a vision, t 
saying. Fear not, Abram : I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great 
reward. 

And Abram said. Lord God, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go 
childless, and the steward of my house is this Eiiezer of Damascus ? 

And Abram said. Behold, to me thou hast given no seed : X and, lo, one 
bom in my house is mine heir. 

And, behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, saying. This shall 
not be thine heir ; but he that shall come fbrdi out of thine own bowels 
shall be thine heir. 

And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, 
and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them : and he said unto him, 
So shall thy seed be. 

And he believed in the Lord ; and he counted it to him for righteous- 
ness. 

And he said unto him, I am the Lord who brought thee out of Ur of the 
Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it 

And he said, Lord God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it ? 

And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she 
goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and 
a young pigeon. 

And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid 
each piece one against another : but the birds divided he not. 

And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them 
away. 

And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, 
lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him. 

And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a 
stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them ; and they shall 
afflict them four hundred years ; 

And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge ; and afterward 
shall they come out with great substance. § 

And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace ; thou shalt be buried in a good 
old age. 

* It may be better not to read this with the very voung ones, 
t One of the ways in which God makes Himself known. 
/ Children. § Riches. 
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But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again : for the iniquity 
of the Amorites is not yet fulL 

And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, 
behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those 
pieces. 

In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying. Unto 
thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great 
, river, the river Euphrates. 



LESSON XIX. 

THE FLIGHT OF HAGAR. 

Gen. xvi. 7— i6r 

B.C. 191 3. — In spite of the promise that Abram should have a son^ 
,his wife was so anxious and grieved that none was as yet, bom to 
\themy thaty according to a custom of those old days , she m^de Abram 
Hake her Egyptian maid Hagar, as a sort of inferior wife, in hopes 
\of her having a son. But these hopes m^ide Hagar so proud that she 
\despisedher mistress. Then Sarai misused her, till at last she ran 
laway, to go home to her own land of Egypt; but the way was very 
Mong^ through the terrible stony desert. 

And the angel of the Lord found her by a fountain of water in the way 
to Shur. 

And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence earnest thou? and whither 
wilt thou go ? And she said, I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai* 

And the angel of the Lord said unto her. Return to thy mistress, and 
submit thyself imder her hands. 

And the angel of the Lord said unto her, I will multiply thy seed 
exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude. 

And the angel of the Lord said unto her. Behold, thou shalt bear a son, 
and shalt call his name Ishmael,* because the Lord hath heard thy 
affliction. 

And he will be a wild man ; his hand will be against every man, and 
every man's hand against him ; and he shall dwell in the presence of ail his 
'brethren. 

And she called the name of the Lord that spake unto her. Thou God 
seest me : for she said. Have I also here looked after him that seeth me ? 

Wherefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi ;+ behold, it is between 
Kadesh and Bered. 

♦ God shall hear. \ The well oC KvDa:\3aaxVw«8&u 
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And Hagar bare Abram a son : and Abram called his son's name, which" 
Hagar bare, IshmaeL 

And Abram was fourscore and six years old when Hagar bare Ishmaet 
to Abram. 



LESSON XX. 

THE SEAL OF THE COVENANT. 

Gen. xvii. 

B.C. 1898. — Thirteen more years had passed^ and still Ishmael 
was AbranCs only son, when again God spake to Abram, 

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to 
Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God ; walk before me, and 
be thou perfect 

And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply 
thee exceedingly. 

And Abram fell on his face : and God talked with him, saying. 

As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father 
of many nations. 

Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be 
Abraham ; for a father of many nations have I made thee.- 

And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, 
and kings shall come out of thee. 

And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after 
thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, 
and to thy seed after thee. 

And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein 
thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession ; 
and I will be their God. 

And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, 
thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. 

This is my covenant, which ye shaU keep, between me and you and thy 
seed after thee ; Every man child among you shall be circumcised ; and 
it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you. 

And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man 
child in your generations, he that is bom in the house, or bought with 
money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. 

He that is bom in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must 
needs be circumcised : and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an ever- 
lasting covenant. 

And the uncircumcised man child, that soul shall be cut off from his 
people ; he hath broken my covenant. 
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- -- - - 

And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call 
her name Sarai, biit Sarah shall her name be. 

And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her : yea, I will bless 
her, and she shall be a mother of nations ; kings of people shall be of her. 

Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart. 
Shall a child be bom unto him that is a hundred years old ? and shall 
Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear ? 

And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee I 

And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed ; and thou 
shalt call his name Isaac : and I will establish my covenant with him for an 
everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. 

And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee : Behold, I have blessed him, and 
will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly ; twelve princes 
shaU he beget, and I will make him a great nation. 

But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto 
thee at this set time in next year. 

And he left off talking with him, and God went up from Abraham. 

And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was circumcised. 

And Ishmael his son was Uiirteen years old, when he was circumcised. 

In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his son. 

And all the men of his house, bom in the house, and bought with money 
of the stranger, were circumcised with him. 



LESSON XXI. 

ABRAHAM'S GUESTS. 

B.C. 1898. — Gen. xviii. i — 15. 

And the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre : and he sat 
in the tent door in the heat of the day ; 

And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him : 
and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed 
himself toward the ground. 

And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not 
away, I pray thee, from thy servant : 

Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest 
yourselves under the tree : 

And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts ; after 
that ye shall pass on : for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they 
said, So do, as thou hast said. 

And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said. Make ready 
quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make calces upon the 
hearth. 
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And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good, and 
gave it unto a young man ; and he hasted to dress it. 

And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set 
it before them ; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat 

And they said unto him. Where is Sarah thy wife ? And he said. Behold, 
in the tent. 

And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of 
life ; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the 
tent door, which was behind him. 

Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age. 

Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying. After I am waxed old 
shall I [bear a son], my lord being old also ? 

And the Lord said unto Abralumi, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, 
Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old ? 

Is anything too hard for the Lord ? At the time appointed I will return 
unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shaU have a son. 

Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not ; for she was afraid. And he 
said, Nay ; but thou didst laugh. 



LESSON XXII. 

ABRAHAM'S INTERCESSION. 

RC, 1898. — Gen. 18—33. 

And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom : and 
Abraham went with them to bring them on the way. 

And the Lord said. Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do ; 

Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and 
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 

For I know him, that he will command his children and his household 
after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and 
judgment ; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath 
spoken of him. 

And the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, 
and because their sin is very grievous ; 

I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according 
to the cry of it, which is come unto me ; and if not, I will know. 

And the men turned their faces from thence, and went towards Sodom : 
but Abraham stood yet before the Lord. 

And Abraham drew near, and said. Wilt thou also destroy the righteous 
ty/'/A the wicked? 
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Peradvwiture* there be fifty righteous within the city : wilt thou also 
destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are. therein ? 

That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with 
the wicked : and that the righteous shall be as the wicked, that be far 
from thee : Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ? 

And the Lord said. If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, 
then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 

And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to 
speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes : 

Peradventure there shall lack five out of the fifty righteous : wilt thou 
destroy all the city for lack of five ? And he said. If I find there forty and 
five, I will not destroy it. 

And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be 
forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty's sake. 

And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak : 
Peradventure there shall be thirty foimd there. And he said, I will not do 
it, if I find thirty there. 

And he said. Behold now I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord : 
Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will not 
destroy it for twenty's sake. 

And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but 
this once : Peradventure ten shall be found &ere. And he said, I will not 
destroy it for ten's sake. 

And the Lord went his way, as soon as he had left communing f with 
Abraham : and Abraham returned unto his place. 



LESSON XXIII. 

THE FALL OF SqDOM. 

B.C. 1898. — Gen. xix. i — 3, 12 — 20. 

And there came two angels to Sodom at even ; and Lot sat in the gate of 
Sodom : and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them ; and he bowed Mmself 
with his face toward the ground : 

And he said. Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your 
servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise 
up early, and go on your ways. And they said. Nay; but we will abide in 
the street all night. 

And he pressed upon them greatly ; and they turned in unto him, and 
entered into his house ; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened 
bread, and they did eat. 

And th&men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and 

* Perhaps. \ OaiLNcr&vci!^. 
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thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring 
them out of this place : 

For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great 
before the face of the Lord ; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it 

And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his 
daughters, and said. Up, get you out of this place ; for the Lord will 
destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons 
in law. 

And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying. 
Arise, take thy wife, and thy two datighters which are here ; lest thou be 
consumed in the iniquity of the city. 

And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon 
the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters ; the Lord 
being merciful unto him : and they brought him forth, and set him without 
the city. 

And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he 
said. Escape for thy life ; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the 
plain ; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 

And Lot said unto them. Oh, not so, my Lord : 

Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast 
magnified thy mercy, which thou hast showed unto me in saving my life ; 
and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die : 

Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one : Oh, let 
me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live. 

And he said unto him. See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing 
also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which thou hast spoken. 

Haste thee, escape thither ; for I cannot do any thing till thou be come 
thither. Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar. 

The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Tjo^x. 

Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gromorrah brimstone and 
fire from the Lord out of heaven ; 

And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants 
of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. 

But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar 
of salt. 

And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood 
before the Lord : 

And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of 
the plain, and beheld, and lo, the smoke of the country went up as the 
smoke of a furnace. 

And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that 
God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, 
when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt. 

And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two 
daughters with him ; for he feared to dwell in Zoar : and he dwelt in a 
cave, he and his two daughters. 
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LESSON XXIV. 

THE BIRTH OF ISAAC, 

B.C. 1898. — Gen. xxi. i — 13. 

And the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did unto 
Sarah as he had spoken. 

For Sarah bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which 
God had spoken to him. 

And Abraham called the name of his son that was bom mito him, whom 
Sarah bare to him, Isaac. * 

And Abraham circmncised his son Isaac, being eight days old, as God 
had commanded him. 

And Abraham was an hmidred years old when his son Isaac was bom 
unto him. 

And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will 
laugh with me. 

And she said. Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should 
have given children suck ? for I have borne him a son in his old age. 

And the child grew, and was wearied : and Abraham made a great feast 
the same day that Isaac was weaned. 

And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had borne unto 
Abraham, mocking : 

Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her 
son : for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even 
with Isaac 

And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight, because of his son. 

And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight, because 
of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman ; in all that Sarah hath said 
unto thee, hearken unto her voice ; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. 

And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he 
is thy seed. 

* Laughter. 
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LESSON XXV. 

ISHMAEL IN THE DESERT, 

B.C. 1898. — Gen. xxi. 14 — 21. 

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle 
of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, 
and sent her away : and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of 
Beer-sheba. 

And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one 
of the shrubs. 

And she went, and sat down over against him a good way of!^ as it 
were a bow-shot : for she said. Let me not see the death of the child. And 
she sat over against him, and lift up her voice and wept. 

And God heard the voice of the lad ; and the angel of God called to 
Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her. What aileth thee, Hagar ? fear not ; 
for God hath heard tie voice of the lad where he is. 
. Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand ; for I will make him 
a great nation. 

And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water ; and she went, 
and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink. 

And God was with the lad; and he grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, 
and became an archer. 

And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran ; and his mother took him a 
wife out of the land of Egypt. 



LESSON XXVI. 

THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC. 

Gen. xxii. i — 19. 

B.C. 1872. — For twenty-two years Abraham had lived peacefully^ 
delighting in his son Isaac, the child of promise : but there was stiU 
a great trial for him. 

And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, 
and said unto him, Abraham : and he said. Behold, here I am. 

And he said. Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest. 
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and get thee into the land of Moriah ; and offer him there for a burnt offer- 
ing upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 

And Abraham rose up eaiiy in the morning, and saddled his ass^ and 
took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood 
for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which Grod 
had told him. 

Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place 
afar off. 

And Abraham said unto his young men. Abide ye here with the ass ; 
and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. 

And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon 
Isaac his son ; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife ; and they went 
both of them together. 

And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father : and he 
said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood : 
but where is the lamb for a burnt offering ? 

And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt 
offering : so they went both of them together. 

And they came to the place which God had told him of ; and Abraham 
built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, 
and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 

And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay 
his son. 

And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, 
Abraham, Abraham : and he said, Here am I. 

And he said. Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing 
unto him : for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son, from me. 

And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a 
ram caught in a thicket by his horns : and Abraham went and took the 
ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. 

And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh : as it is said to 
this day, In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen. 

And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the 
second time. 

And said. By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast 
done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son : 

That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy 
seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore ; 
and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies ; 

And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ; because 
Aou hast obeyed my voice. 

So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went 
together to Beer-sheba ; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. 
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LESSON XXVII. 

THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH. 

B.C. i860. — Gen. xxiii. 

And Sarah was an hundred and twenty years old : these were the years 
of the life of Sarah. 

And Sarah died at Kirjath-arba ; the same is Hebron in the land of 
Canaan : and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her. 

And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake unto the sons of 
Heth, saying, 

I am a stranger and sojourner with you : give me a possession of a 
burying-place with you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight 

And the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying unto him. 

Hear us, my lord : thou art a mighty prince among us ; in the choice of 
our sepulchres* bury thy dead ; none of us shall withhold from thee his 
sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead. 

And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the people of the land, 
even to the children of Heth. 

And he communed with them, saying. If it be your mind that I should 
bury my dead out of my sight ; hear me, and intreat for me to Ephron the 
son of Zohar, 

That he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he hath, which is in 
the end of his field ; for as much money as it is worth he shall give it me 
for a possession of a burying-place amongst you. 

And Ephron dwelt among the children of Heth : and Fphron the Hittite 
answered Abraham in the audience + of the children of Heth, even of all 
that went in at the gate of his city, sa)ring, 

Nay, my lord, hear me : the field give I thee, and the cave that is 
therein, I give it thee ; in the presence of the sons of my people give I it 
thee : bury thy dead. 

And Abraham bowed down himself before the people of the land. 

And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the people of the land, 
saying, But if thou wilt give it, I pray thee, hear me : I will give thee 
money for the field ; take it of me, and I will bury my dead there. 

And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him, 

My lord, hearken unto me : the land is worth four hundred shekels t of 
silver ; what is that betwixt me and thee ? bury therefore thy dead. 

And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron ; and Abraham weighed to 

* Caves used for burial-places. f Hearing. \ Weights of about 370 grains. 
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Ephron the silver, which he had named in the audience of the sons of 
Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, current money* with the merchants. 

And the field of Ephron, which was in Machpelah, which was before 
Mamre, the field, and the cave which was therein, and all the trees that 
were in the field, that were in all the borders round about, were made sure. 

Unto Abraham for a possession in the presence of the children of Heth, 
before all that went in at the gate of his city. 

And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of 
Machpelah before Mamre : the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan. 

And the field, and the cave that is therein, were made sure unto Abraham 
for a possession of a burying-place by the sons of Heth. 



LESSON XXVIII. 

THE MESSAGE OF ELIEZER. 

B.C. 1857. — Gen. xxiv. i — 14. 

And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age : and the Lord had 
blessed Abraham in all things. 

And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over 
all that he had. Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh :t 

And I will make thee swear by the Lord, the God of heaven, and the 
God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife imto my son of the 
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell : 

But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife 
unto my son Isaac. 

And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be 
willing to follow me unto this land : must I needs bring thy son again unto 
the land from whence thou camest ? 

And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son 
thither again. 

The I^RD God of heaven, which took me from my father's house, and 
from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware 
unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land ; he shall send his 
angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence. 

And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be 
clear from this my oath : only bring not my son thither again. 

And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, 
and sware to him concerning that matter. 

* Such as passed. t This was the Eastern way of confirming an oath. 

* D 
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And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and de- 
parted ; for all the goods of his master were in his hand : and he arose, 
and went to Mesopotamia, under the city of Nahor. 

And he made his camels to kneel down without the city by a well of 
water at the time of the evening, even the time that women go out to 
draw water. 

And he said, O Lord God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send 
me qfood speed this day, and show kindness unto my master Abraham. 

Behold, I stand here by the well of water ; and the daughters of the men 
lof the city come out to draw water : 

And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down 
ithy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink ; and she shall sav. Drink, and 
I will give thy camels drink also : let the same be she that thou hast 
appointed for thy servant Isaac ; and thereby shall I know that thou hast 
showed kindness unto my master. 



LESSON XXIX. 

REBEKAH AT THE WELL. 

B.C. 1857.— Gen. xxiv. 15—35. 

And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah 
came out, who was bom to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, 
Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder. 

And the damsel was very fair to look upon : and she went down to the 
well, and filled her pitcher, and came up. 

And the servant ran to meet her, and said. Let me, I pray thee, drink a 
little water of thy pitcher. 

And she said. Drink, my lord : and she hasted, and let down her pitcher 
upon her hand, and gave him drink. 

And when she had done giving him drink, she said, I will draw water 
for thy camels also, until they have done drinking. 

And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again 
unto the well to draw water, and drew for all his camels. 

And the man wondering at her held his peace, to wit* whether the Lord 
had made his journey prosperous or not. 

And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the man took 
a golden earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands 
of ten shekels weight of gold : 

And said. Whose daughter art thou ? tell me, I pray thee : is there room 
in thy father's house for us to lodge in ? 

And she said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, 
which she bare unto Nahor. 

* Know. 
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She said moreover unto him, We have both straw and provender enough, 
and room to lodge in. 

And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the Lord. 

And he said. Blessed be the Lord God of my master Ai raliam, who 
hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and his truth : I being in the 
way, the Lord led me to the house of my master's brethren. 

And the damsel ran, and told them of her mother's house these things. 

And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban : and Laban ran 
out unto the man, unto the well. 

And it came to pass, when he saw the earring and bracelets upon his 
sister's hands, and when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying. 
Thus spake the man unto me ; that he came unto the man ; and, behold, 
he stood by the camels at the well. 

And he said. Come in, thou blessed of the Lord ; wherefore standest 
thou without ? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels. 

And the man came into the house : and he ungirded his camels, and 
gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet, and 
the men's feet that were with him. 

And there was set meat before him to eat : but he said, I will not eat, 
until I have told my errand. And he said. Speak on. 

And he said, I am Abraham's servant. 

And the Lord hath blessed my master greatly ; and he is become 
great ; and he hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold,, and 
menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and asses. 



LESSON XXX. 

THE MARRIAGE OF ISAAC. 

Gen. xxiv. 50—67. 

B.C. 1857. — Eliezer went on to tell Rebekah^ s father^ Bethuel, and 
her brother Laban^ the history of his being sent to fetch a wife for 
his young master^ Isaac^ and of his prayer that God would make 
the right maiden known to him, and how that prayer had been 
fulfilled. 

Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said. The thing proceedeth from 
the Lord : we cannot speak unto thee bad or good. 

Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy 
master's son's wife, as the Lord hath spoken. 

D2 
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And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard their words, 
he worshipped the Lord, bowing himself to the earth. 

And the servant brought forth jewek of silver, and jewels of gold, and 
raiment, and gave them to Rebekah ; he gave also to her brother and to 
her mother precions things. 

And they did eat and drink, he and the men that were with him. and 
tarried all night ; and they rofie up in the morning, and he said. Send me 
away unto my master. 

And her brother and her mother said. Let the damsel abide with us a few 
days, at the least ten ; after that she shall go. 

And he said unto them. Hinder me not, seeing the Lord hath prospered 
my way ; send me away, that I may go to my master. 

And they said. We will call the damsel, and enquire at her mouth. 

And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? 
And she said, I will go. 

And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's 
servant, and his men. 

And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her. Thou art our sister, be 
thou the mother of thousands oi millions, and let thy seed possess the gate * 
of those which hate them. 

And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, 
and followed the man ; and the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 

And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahai-roi ; for he dwelt in the 
south country. 

And Isaac went out to meditate t in the field at the eventide : and he 
lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels were coming. 

And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted oflF 
the camel. 

For she had said unto the servant. What man is this that walketh in the 
field to meet us ? And the servant had said. It is my master : therefore 
she took a veil, and covered herself. 

And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done. 

And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, 
and she became his wife ; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after 
his mother's death. 

• Conquer the cities. t Think. 
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LESSON XXXI. 

« 

THE BIRTHRIGHT. 

Gen. XXV. 7 — 11; 17; 27 — 34. 

B.C. 1 838- 1 804. — Isaac was forty years old when he married 
Rebekahy and it was twenty years before they had any children^ but 
he prayed to God, and God promised that Rebekah should have two 
sons; " and the one people shall be stronger than the other people, 
and the elder shall serve the younger, ^^ The two sons were' twins, 
both born almost at once (1838). The one who was by a very little 
the elder was red and hairy, and his brother's hand was clasped 
round his heel, as if to trip him up. Therefore they called the elder 
Esau, ^ which means the rough, and the younger Jacob, which 
means a tripper up, or supplanter. Fifteen years later (1822), that 
great and holy man, the Father of the Faithful and Friend of God, 
died. 

And these are the days of the years of Abraham's life which he lived, an 
hundred threescore and fifteen years. * 

Then Abraham gave up the ghost, + and died in a good old age, an old 
man, and full of years ; and was gathered to his people. 

And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelahi in 
the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre ; 

The field which Abraham purchased of the sons of Heth : there was 
Abraham buried, and Sarah his wifie. 

And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that GoD blessed his 
son Isaac ; and Isaac dwelt by the well Lahai-roL 

And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, an hundred and thirty 
and seven years : and he gave up the ghost and died j and was gathered 
unto his people. 

And the boys grew : and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; 
and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents. 

And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison : but Rebekah 
loved Jacob. 

And Jacob sod J pottage :§ and Esau came from the field, and he was 
faint 

And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red 
pottage ; for I am faint : therefore was his name called Edom.|| 

* 175 t SouL : Boiled. k Soup. || Red. 
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And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. 

And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die ; and what profit shall 
this birthright* do to me ? 

And Jacob said, Swear to me this day ; and he sware unto him : and he 
sold his birthright unto Jacob. 

And Jacob gave Eseu bread and pottage of lentiles ;+ and he did eat and 
drink, and rose, up, and went his way : thus Esau despised his birthright 



LESSON XXXII. 

THE SUPPLANTING BY JACOB. 

• Gen. xxvii. i — 17. 

B.C. 1766. — The years 0/ Isaac's life passed by, with no events 
recorded but his difficulties with the men of Gerar respecting the 
wellsy so precious in that dry stony south of Palestine which he 
chiefly inhabited, Beersheba, the Well of the Oath, was con- 
secrated by afresh agreement between Isaac and Abimelech, and the 
patriarch seems to have been infinitely respected by his neighbours. 
In the meantime Esau again showed his disregard to the special 
obligations of the chosen people, by marrying two wives of the 
Hittite race, and these women " were a grief of mind unto Isaac and 
Rebekah.^^ Nevertheless, Esau was so much the favourite with his 
father, that Isaac could not give up the cherished desire of conferring 
on him the great blessing of his race, though Esau had himself 
deliberately given up his claim to it. 

And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, 
so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, 
My son : and he said unto him. Behold, here am I. 

And he said. Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death : 

Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, 
and go out to the field, and take me some venison ; 

And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I 
may eat ; that my soul may bless thee before I die. 

And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went 
to the field to hunt for venison, and to bring it. 

And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying. Behold, I heard thy 
fiither speak unto Esau thy brother, saying. 

Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may eat and bless 
thee before t^e Lord before my death. 

* Right as the elder. t Small bcana. 
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Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I command 
thee. 

Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the 
goats; and I will make them savoury meat for thy father, such as he 
loveth : 

And thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, and that he may 
bless thee before his death. 

And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a 
hairy man, and X am a smooth man : 

My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a 
deceiver ; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing. 

And his mother said unto him. Upon me be thy curse, my son : only 
obey my voise, and go fetch me them. 

And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother : and his 
mother made savoury meat, such as his father loved. 

And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were 
with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son : 

And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon 
the smooth of his neck : 

And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, 
into the hand of her son Jacob, 



LESSON XXXIII. 

THE BLESSING OF ISAAC. 

Gen. xxvii. 18 — 40. 

And he came unto his father, and said. My father : and he said. Here 
am I ; who art thou, my son ? 

And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy firstborn ; I have done 
according as thou badest me : arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, 
that thy soul may bless me. 

And Isaac said unto his son. How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, 
my son ? And he said, Because the Lord thy God brought it to me. 

And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, 
my son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not 

And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father ; and he felt him, and said, 
The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. 

And he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother 
Esau's hands : so he blessed him. 

And he said, Art thou my very son Esau ? And he said, I am. 

And he said. Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's venison, that 
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my soul may bless thee. And he brought it near to him, and he did eat : 
and he brought him wine, and he drank. 

And his father Isaac said imto him, Come near now, and kiss me, 
my son. 

And he came near, and kissed him : and he smelled the smell of his 
raiment, and blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell 
of a field which the Lord hath blessed : 

Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the 
earth, and plenty of com and wine : 

Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee : be lord over thy 
brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee : cursed be every one 
that curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee. 

And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, 
and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that 
Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 

And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto his father, and 
said unto his father. Let my father arise, and eat of his son's venison, that 
thy soul may bless me. 

And Isaac his father said unto him. Who art thou? and he said, I am 
thy son, thy firstborn Esau, 

And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said. Who ? where is he that 
hath taken venison, and brought it me, and I have eaten of all before thou 
earnest, and have blessed him ? yea, and he shall be blessed. 

And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and 
exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father. Bless me, even me also, O my 
father. 

And he said. Thy broth' i- came with subtilty,* and hath taken away thy 
blessing. 

And he said, Is not he \ ightly named Jacob ? for he hath supplanted + me 
these two times : he tool; away my birthright ; and, behold, now he hath 
taken away my blessing. And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing 
for me ? 

And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy 
lord, and all his breth • en have I given to him for servants ; and with com 
and wine have I sustained him : and what shall I do now unto thee, 
my son ? 

And Esau said unto his father. Hast thou but one blessing, my father ? 
bless me, even me also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and 
wept. 

And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold, thy dwelling 
shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above ; 

And by thy sword shalt thou hve, and shalt serve thy brother ; and it 
shall come to pass when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shall 
break his yoke J from off thy neck. 

• Cunning. t Stepped into my place, 

t A yoke is the wood laid over the neck of oxen when they are at woric : so a yoke has 
come lo stand for the sign of subjection. To break the yoke means to set oneself free. 
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LESSON XXXIV. 

THE DEPARTURE OF y A C ». 

B.C. 176a — Gen. xxvii. 41—46; xxviii, 1—9. 

And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith hia fAtht>i 
blessed him : and Esau said in his heart, The days of mouruii\|; fur u\y 
father are at hand ; then will I slay my brother Jacob. 

And these words of Esau her eldest son were told to Rebekah 1 And nUo 
sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto Idm, Hohuldi tity 
brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, purposing to kill 
thee. 

Now therefore, my son, obey my voice ; and arise, (lee thou to haban my 
brother to Haran ; 

And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn away | 

Until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and ho forgot that whU'h 
thou hast done to him : then I will send, and fetch thee from thonco 1 ^vhy 
should I be deprived also of you both in one dny ? 

And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of th« (lAu^litrrii 
of Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the daughters of llctli, such aw thcho whii:li 
are of the daughters of the land, what good shall my life do me ? 

And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed liim, and charged him, and said uittii 
him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of ( anaaii. 

Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the house of Jkthuei thy mother'! (iithir ( 
and take thee a wife from thence of the daughters of Lalmri thy iiiuihof'n 
brother. 

And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply \\\w, 
that thou mayest be a multitude of people ; 

And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, And to tliy %tim\ witji 
thee ; tlmt thou mayest inhent the land wherein thou art a strAnger, w1iii;ti 
God gave unto Abraham, 

Ai^ Isaac sent away Jacob : and he went to T'odan^aram ut\Ui lM\m.nt 
son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Ket>ekab, Ja4;^I/» Ait/1 Kmm^ 
mother. 

When Esau saw that Isaac had blesMed Jacifb, and instti hUn nway in 
Padan-aram, to take him a wife fr^^m thence; an/1 that nm \m ifUi*¥>^fA him iff 
gave bim a chsurgt, saying, ll>//u sltalt tuA tak^ a wiU: (4 i\t*i fhu0tUff^ tti 
Canaan ; 

And that Jacob obeyed his father asui hh m'A\utr, a$A wam ^fftuf, in 
Tadan-aram ; 

And Eiaa tetania that the daitghttrrs of Cattaan pl/»M«d f^/t tnm^, h^^ 
father; 

Then vent E«ar: nn^ JiAuna^f a$A t/x/k wtt/* i\m y/tv^ak witUJk im ira/i 
Mahahih, tht C2u;gr.ttr of l%lttmat4 A\jfaham\ vm, ih^ u^Ocf ^4 ii*S/*^yAi*, 
tobelus v^it. 
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LESSON XXXV. 

THE VISION OF JACOB. 

B.C. 1760. — Gen. xxviii. 10 — 22. 

And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran. 

And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because 
the sun was set ; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for 
hiS pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 

And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and the top 
of it reached to heaven : and behold, the angels of God ascending and 
descending on it. 

And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of 
Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac : the land whereon thou liest, to 
thee will I give it, and to thy seed ; 

And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread 
abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south : 
and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither 
thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land ; for I will not leave 
thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of. 

And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said. Surely the Lord is in 
this place ; and I knew it not. 

And he was afraid, and said. How dreadful is this place ! This is none 
other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone which he 
had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the 
top of it. 

And he called the name of that place Beth-el : but the name of that place 
was called Luz at the first. 

And Jacob vowed a vow,* saying. If God will be with me, and will keep 
me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment 
to put on, 

So that I come again to my father's house in peace ; then shall the Lord 
be my God : 

And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house : and 
of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee. 

* Made a solemn promise. 
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LESSON XXXVI. 

JACOB AND RACHEL. 

Gen. xxix. i — 12. 

Then Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land of the people of 
the east. 

And he looked, and behold a well in the field : and, lo, there were three 
flocks of sheep lying by it ; for out of that well they watered the flocks ; 
and a great stone was upon the well's mouth. 

And thither were all the flocks gathered ; and they rolled the stone from 
the well's mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the stone again upon the 
well's mouth in his place. 

And Jacob said unto them, My brethren, whence be ye ? And they said. 
Of Haran are we. 

And he said unto them. Know ye Laban the son of Nahor? And they 
said. We know him. 

And he said unto them. Is he well ? And they said. He is well : and,* 
behold, Rachel his daughter cometh with sheep. 

And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that the cattle 
should be gathered together : water ye the sheep, and go and feed them. 

And they said. We cannot, until all the flocks be gathered together, and 
till they roll the stone from the well's mouth ; then we water the sheep. 

And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep ; 
for she kept them. 

And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his 
mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob 
went near, and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the flock 
of Laban his mother's brother. 

And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept. 

And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's brother, and that he was 
Rebekah's son : and she ran and told her father. 



LESSON XXXVII. 

RACHEL AND LEAH, 

Gen. xxix. 13 — 29. 

And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob his sister's 
son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and kissed him. and 
brought him to his house. And he told Laban all these things. 
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And Laban said unto him, Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. And 
he abode with him the space of a month. 

And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou 
therefore serve me for nought ? tell me, what shall thy wages be ? 

And Laban had two daughters : the name of the elder was Leah, and the 
name of the younger was Rachel. 

Leah was tender eyed ;* but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured. 

And Jacob loved Rachel ; and said, I will serve thee seven years for 
Rachel thy younger daughter. 

And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should 
give her to another man : abide with me. 

And Jacob served seven years for Rachel ; and they seemed unto him 
but a few days, for the love he had to her. 

And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, 
that I may go in unto her. 

And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a 
feast. 

And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and 
brought her to him ; and he went in unto her. 

And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an hand- 
maid. 

And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah ; and he 
said to Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me ? did I not serve with 
thee for Rachel ? wherefore then hast thou beguiled me ? 

And Laban said. It must not be so done in our country, to give the 
younger before the firstborn. 

Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which 
thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years. 

And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week : and he gave him Rachel his 
daughter to wife also. 

And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his handmaid to be her 
maid. 



LESSON XXXVIII. 

THE FLIGHT OF JACOB. 

Gen. xxxi. 1^-9 and 14—31. 

B.C. 1 760-1 739. — Jacob remained twenty years with Laban, and 
loved Rachel better than Leah; but the less favoured wife was 
comforted by becoming the mother of numerous sons. The oldest, 
in her joy, she named Reuben, which means " Behold a son;^^ 

* She had dull or weak eyes. 
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then followed Simeon (" hearing^), because her prayer was heard j 
Levi ( ^^ joining*^ )^ because she hoped her husband would now be joined 
to her in love ; Judah (^^ praise*')^ because she praised God for His 
gift of children. Rachel meantime was greatly disappointed at 
being childless. " Give me children^ or else I die,^ she said; and 
Jacob could only answer, ^^ Am I in God^s stead f^^ However, 
Rachel gave her handmaid to Jacob, as Sarah had given Hagar; 
and her sons were Dan (^^a judge") and Naphtali (*'*a wrest- 
ling"). I^ah then gave her maid, Zilpah, as a fourth wife 
to Jacob, and the birth of two sons followed in succession — Gad 
C^ a troops) and Asher (^^ happiness^ ). Afterwards Leah had two 
more sons, Issachar (^^ hire") and Zebulun (^^ habitation" ), and a 
daughter named Dinah j and after all these " God remembered 
Rachel, and gave her a son" whom, in the hope that another child 
would yet be added, she called Joseph, or ^^ addition" The births oj 
these children occupied the fourteen years after JacoVs service as 
the price of their mothers. After the birth of Joseph, however, 
" Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, that I may go unto mine 
own place, and to my country. Give me my wives and my children, 
for whom I have served thee, and let m£ go : for thou knowest my 
service which I have done thee. And iMban said unto him, I pray 
thee, if I have found favour in thine eyes, tarry : for I have 
learned by experience that the Lord hath blessed me for thy sake. 
And he said. Appoint me thy wages, and I will give itP An 
agreement was accordingly made that all the cattle of certain colours 
tJtat were born in the flocks and herds should belong to Jacob; and 
he thus prospered exceedingly, and gained such a large flock that 
Laban and his sons became jealous of him. At the end of six 
more years the time came for his return. 

And he heard the words of Laban*s sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away 
all that was our father's ; and of that which was our father's hath he gotten 
all this glory. 

And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not 
toward him as before. 

And the Lord said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy fathers, and 
to thy kindred : and I will be with thee. 

And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field unto his flock. 

And said unto them, I see your father's countenance, that it is not 
toward me as before ; but the God of my father hath been with me. 

And ye know that with all my power I have served your father. 

And your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten times ; 
but God suffered him not to hurt me. 

If he said thus, The speckled shall be thy wages ; then all the cattle 
bare speckled : and if he said thus. The ringstraked shall be thy hire ; then 
bare ail the cattle ringstraked. 
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Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your father, and given them to me. 

And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto him, Is there yet any 
portion or inheritance for us in our father's house ? 

Are we not counted of him strangers ? for he hath sold us, and hath 
quite devoured also our money. 

For all the riches which God hath taken from our father, that is ours, 
and our children's : now then, whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do. 

Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon camels ; 

And he carried away all his cattle, and all his goods which he had 
gotten, the cattle of his getting, which he had gotten in Padan-aram, for to 
go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan. 

And Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the Syrian, in that he told him 
not that he fled. 

So he fled with all that he had ; and he rose up, and passed over the 
river, and set his face toward the mount Gilead. 

And it was told Laban on the third daj that Jacob was fled. 

And he took his brethren with him, and pursued after him seven days* 
journey ; and they overtook him in the mount Gilead. 

And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said unto 
him, Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad. 

Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the 
mount : and Laban with his brethren pitched in the mount of Gilead. 

And Laban said to Jacob, What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen 
away unawares to me, and carried away my daughters, as captives taken 
with the sword ? 

Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away from me ; and 
didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee away with mirth, and with 
songs, with tabret, * and with harp ? 

And hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and my daughters ? thou hast 
now done foolishly in so doing. 

It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt : but the God of your 
father spake unto me yesternight, saying. Take thou heed that thou speak 
not to Jacob either good or bad. 

And Jacob answered and said to Laban, Because I was afraid : for I 
said, Peradventure thou wouldest take by force thy daughters from me. 



LESSON XXXIX. 

THE AGREEMENT WITH LABAN. 

B.C. 1759. — Gen. xxxi. 36 — 55. 

And Jacob was wroth, f and chode t with Laban: and Jacob answered and 
said to Laban, What is my trespass ? what is my sin, that thou hast so 
hotly pursued after me ? 

* A sort of tambourine, or hoop with bells. f Angry. } Chid, or blamed. 
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Whereas thou hast searched all my stuff, what hast thou found of all thy 
household stuff? set it here before my brethren and thy brethren, that they 
may judge betwixt us both. 

This twenty years have I been with thee ; thy ewes and thy she-goats 
have not lost their young, and the rams of thy flock have I not eateiL 

That which was torn of beasts I brought unto thee ; I bare the loss of it ; 
of my hand didst thou require it, whether stolen by day, or stolen by night. 
Thus I was ; in the day the drought consumed me, and the firost by 
night ; and my sleep departed from mine ejres. 

Thus have I been twenty years in thy house ; I served thee fourteen years 
for thy two daughters, and six years for thy cattle : and thou hast changed 
my wages ten times. 

Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of 
Isaac, had been with me, surely thou hadst sent me away now empty. God 
hath seen mine affliction and the labour of my hands, and rebuked thee 
yesternight 

And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, These daughters are my 
daughters, and these children are my children, and these cattle are my 
cattle, and all that thou seest is mine : and 'what can I do this day unto 
these my daughters, or unto their children which they have bom ? 

Now therefore come thou, let us make a covenant, I and thou ; and let 
it be for a witness between me and thee. 

And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar. 

And Jacob said unto his brethren. Gather stones ; and they took stones, 
and made an heap : and they did eat there upon the heap. 

And Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha :* but Jacob called it Galeed. 

And Laban said, This heap is a witness between me and thee this day. 
Therefore was the name of it called Galeed ; 

And Mizpah;+ for he said. The Lord watch between me and thee, when 
we are absent one from another. 

If thou shalt afflict my daughters, or if thou shalt take other wives 
beside my daughters, no man is with us ; see, God is witness betwixt me 
and thee. 

And Laban said to Jacob, Behold this heap, and behold this pillar, which 
I have cast betwixt me and thee ; 

This heap be witness, and this pillar be witness, that I will not pass over 
this heap to thee, and that thou shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar 
unto me, for harm. 

The God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, 
judge betwixt us. And Jacob sware by the fear of his father Isaac. 

Then Jacob offered sacrifice upon the mount, and called his brethren to 
eat bread : and they did eat bread, and tarried all night in the mount. 

And early in the morning Laban rose up, and kissed his sons and his 
daughters, and blessed them : and Laban departed, and returned unto his 
place. 

* The heap of witness. t The stone of witness. 
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LESSON XL. 

THE RETURN OF JACOB. 

Gen. xxxii. 1—20. 

and the angels of God met him. 



^ ^, ^„ his way, ana me aiiijcia ui vwu mci wiux. 

An.: Tii-^'^r^u^w ihenC he said. This is God's host : and he called 

^rA ^'^f2t^]^ Mahanaim.* 
iV wane ot inai *^ ^^ggngers before him to Esau his brother unto the land 

■'^"*^ -^"J^t^ntrf of Edom. 

i^m^ed them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my lord 

^ ^^'Svant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and 



' ^*"' **^i^^ded them, saymg. Thus shall ye speak unto my lord 
.Awi ^ *^'^vant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and 

axn^ ih*'* °!Len, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and womenservants : 



^iii'«^" - - re oxen, anu asa^^t "v«-«.^, «-.v» i^.^.^^^,.. .»,..v^, ^.^^ .. w.^^w. 

And « "*" J ^Q tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy sight 
i^ikI I ^*y^ ' essengers returned to Jacob, saying. We came to thy brother 

And ***^L ]]e cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him. 
K^in. •'^ il^was greatly afraid and distressed : and he divided the people 
ThcnJa^lJ ^^^ ^^ ^j^^ flocks, and herds, and the camels, into two 

b«nds ;^^ If Esau come to the one company and smite it, then the other 

' fwhich is left shall esoape. 
c<»fl*r*"fLcob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father 
"^ ♦K« Lord which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy 
I«»5^?gnd I will deal well with thee : 

'^Tixot worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which 
* *^st shewed unto thy servant ; for with my staff I passed over this 
*^^* . and now I am become two bands. 

J^^SSfcr me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of 
^vTTfor I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with 
Sr^dren. 

kai thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as 
V* sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude. 
*And he lodged there that same night; and took of that which came 
M his hand a present for Esau his brother ; 

Two hundred she-goats, and twenty he-goats, two hundred ewes, and 
^0tntf rams, 
Thuty milch camels with their colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, twenty she 

f0tSt ^"^ ^^^ foals. 

And he delivered them into the hand of his servants, every drove by 
^lemselves : and said unto his servants, Pass over before me, and put a 
$pBce betwixt drove and drove. 

And he commanded the foremost, saying, When Esau my brother 
ipeetcth thee, and asketh thee, sa3nng. Whose art thou? and whither 
flpest thou ? and whose are these before thee? 

f^^^^^^l^ • * Hosts or armies. 

m 1 



xu.] THE WRESTUHG QJh JACOB, 49 



Then thou shalt say. They be tby aerrant Jacob*s ; it is a present sent 
unto my lord Esau : and, behold, also he is bdiind us. 

And so commanded he the second, and the third, and all that fdlloved 
the droves, saying. On this manner shall ye speak unto Esau, when ye 
find him. 

And say ye moreover. Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind u& For 
he said, I will appease him with the present that goeth before me, and 
afterward I will see his face ; peradventure he will accept of me. 



LESSON XLI. 

THE WRESTLING OF y A C O B, 

B.C. 1739. — Gen. xxxii. 21 — 32. 

So went the present over before him : and himself lodged that night in 
the company. 

And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two women 
servants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford Jabbok. 

And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that 
he had. 

And Jacob was left alone ; and there wrestled a man with him until the 
breaking of the day. 

And when he saw that he prevailed not aeainst him, he touched the 
hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacoas thigh was out of joint, as 
he wrestled with him. 

And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not 
let thee go, except thou bless me. 

And he said mito him, What is thy name ? And he said, Jacob. 

And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel* : for 
as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. 

And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And 
he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name ? And he blessed 
him there. 

And Jacob called the name of the place Penielf: for I have teen God 
face to face, and my life is preserved. 

And as he passed over renuel the sun rose upon him, and he halted^ 
upon his thigh. 

Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which 
is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day : because he touched tlie 
hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank. 

• A prince before God. f The <ace of God. % WalUd lame. ' 

E 
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LESSON XLII. 

THE MEETING OF THE BROTHERS. 

B.C. 1739. — Gen. xxxiii. I — 16. 

A.iid Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and 
with him four hundred men. And he divided the children unto Leah, and 
unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids. 

And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah and 
her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost. 

And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven 
times, until he came near to his brother. 

And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him : and they wept. 

And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children ; and 
said. Who are those with thee ? And he said, The children which God 
liath graciously given thy servant. 

Then the handmaidens came near, they and their children, and they 
bowed themselves. 

And Leah also with her children came near, and bowed themselves ; 
and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed themselves. 

And he said. What meanest thou by all this drove which I met ? And 
he said. These are to find grace in the sight of my lord. 

And Esau said, I have enough, my brother ; keep that thou hast untc 
thyself 

And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found grace in thy 
sight, then receive my present at my hand : for therefore I have seen 
thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased 
with me. 

Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee : because God 
hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. And he urged 
him, and he took it. 

And he said. Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I will go 
before thee. 

And he said unto him. My lord knoweth that the children are tender, 
and the flocks and herds are vidth me : and if men should overdrive them 
one day, all the flock will die. 

Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his servant : and I will lead 
on softly, according as the cattle that goeth before me and the children be 
able to endure, until I come unto my lord unto Seir. 

And Esau said. Let me now leave with thee some of the folk that are 
with me : And he said, What needeth it ? let me find grace in the sight of 
my lord. 
So Esau returned that day on his way imto Seir. 
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LESSON XLIII. 

JACOB AT BETHEL. 

Gen. XXXV. i — 15. 

And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell tlicre . 
and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou 
fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. 

Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, 
Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change 
your garments : 

And let us arise, and go up to Beth-el ; and I will make there an altar 
unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me 
in the way which I went. 

And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in their hand, 
and all the ear-rings which were in their ears ; and Jacob hid them under 
the oak which was by Shechem. 

And they journeyed : and the terror of God was upon the cities that 
were round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of 
Jacob. 

So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Beth-el, 
he and all the people that were with him. 

And he built there an altar, and called the place El-beth-el : because 
there God appeared unto him, when he fled from the face of his brother. 

But Deborah Rebekah's nurse died, and she was buried beneath Beth-el 
under an oak : and the name of it was called Allon-bachuth. * 

And God appeared to Jacob again, when he came out of Padan-aram, 
and blessed him. 

And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob : thy name shall not be 
called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name : and he called his 
name Israel. 

And God said unto him, I am God Almighty : be fruitful and multiply ; 
a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall descend 
from thee. 

And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, 
and to thy seed after thee will I give the land. 

And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him. 

And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with him, even a 
pillar of stone : and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil 
thereon. 

And Jacob called the name of the place where God spake with him, 
Beth-eL 

* The oak oi 'wte.^vci^. 
1. 2 
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LESSON XLIV. 

y O S EP H'S DREAMS. 

Gen. xxxvii. i — 17. 

B,t\ 1729. — Jacob, after all his many years of wandering, which 
fould not have been less than two and twenty, came back at last 
according to his prayer at Bethel to his father^ s tents, Isaac, the 
blameless old patriarch, was living at Hebron, where Abraham's 
chief dwelling-place had been, while Esau had established himself 
ana his many sons in Mount Seir. Jacob, or Israel as he was now 
called, seems to have taken up his abode with his father, being himself 
about seventy years old; but he sent out his sons with his flocks and 
herds to feed at a distance, so as to prevent too many being in one 
place. 

And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger, in the 
land of Canaan. • 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his 
brethren ; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons 
of Zilpah, his father's wives ; and Joseph brought unto his father their 
evil report. 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the 
son of his old age : and he made him a coat of many colours. 

And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his 
brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him. 

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren : and they 
hated him yet the more. 

And he said unto them. Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have 
dreamed : 

For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf 
arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round 
about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. 

And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us ? or shalt 
thou indeed have dominion over us ? And they hated him yet the more for 
his dreams, and for his words. 

And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said. 
Behold, I have dreamed a dream more ; and, behold, the sim and the 
moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. 

And he told it to his father, and to his brethren : and his father rebuked 
him, and said unto him. What is this dream that thou hast dreamed ? Shall 
I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to 
to the earth ? 



^q|^^ 
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And his brethren envied him ; but his father observed the saying. 

And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. 

And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in 
Shechem ? come, and I will send thee unto them. And he said to him, 
Here am I. 

And he said to him. Go, I pray thee, see whether it be well with thy 
brethren, and well with the flocks ; and bring me word again. So he sent 
him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 

And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was wandering in the 
field : and the man asked him, saying. What seekest thou ? 

And he said, I seek my brethren : tell me, I pray thee, where they feed 
their flocks. 

And the man said. They are departed hence ; for I heard them say. Let 
us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and found them in 
Dothan. 



LESSON XLV. 

THE SELLING OF JOSEPH. 

Gen. xxxvii. 18 — 36. 

B.C. 172^.— Joseph was coming across the valley all alone ^ when 
his brothers looked from the slopes of Dothan, 

And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near unto them, 
they conspired* against him to slay him. 

And they said one to another. Behold, this dreamer cometh. 

Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, 
and we will say. Some evil beast hath devoured him; and we shall see 
what will become of his dreams. 

And Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands; and 
said. Let us not kill him. 

And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit 
that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him : that he might rid+ 
him out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again. 

And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they 
stript Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colours that was on him ; 

And they took him, and cast him into a pit : and the pit was empty, 
there was no water in it. 

And they sat down to eat bread : and they lifted up their eyes and 
looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with 
their camels, bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, J going to carry it down 
to Egypt. 

* Made plans together. f Free, 

I Bitter gum us^ to keep things from decay. 
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And Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it if we slay our 
brother, and conceal his blood ? 

Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand he 
upon him ; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his brethren were 
content. 

Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and 
lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for 
twenty pieces of silver : and they brought Joseph into Egypt. 

And Reuben returned unto the pit ; and, behold, Joseph was not in the 
pit ; and he rent his clothes. 

And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The child is not*; and I, 
whither shall I go ? 

And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped 
the coat in the blood ; 

And they sent the coat of many colours, and they. brought it to their 
father, and said. This have we found : know now whether it be thy son's 
coat or no. 

And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast hath 
devoured him ; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces. 

And Jacob rent nis clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and 
mourned for his son many days. 

And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him ; but he 
refused to be comforted ; and he said. For I will go down into the grave 
unto my son mourning. Thus his father wept for him. 

And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of 
Pharaoh's, and captain of the guard. 



LESSON XLVI. 

JOSEPH IN POTIPHAR'S HOUSE. 

Gen. xxxix. i — 9, 12, 16 — 20. 

And Joseph was brought down to Egypt ; and Potiphar, an officer of 
Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hand of 
the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down thither. 

And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man ; and he 
was in the house of his master the Egyptian. 

And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and that the Lord 
made all that he did to prosper in his hand. 

And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him ; and he made 
him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. 

And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his 
house, and over all that he had, that the Lord blessed the Egyptian's 

* Is dead. 
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house for Joseph's sake ; and the blessing of the Lord was upon all that 
he had in the house, and in the field. 

And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand ; and he knew not ought he 
had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, 
and well favoured. * 

And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife tempted him 
to a great sin. 

But he refused, and said unto his master's wife. Behold, my master 
wottetht not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that 
he hath to my hand ; 

There is none greater in this house than I ; neither hath he kept back 
any thing from me : how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God ? 

And she caught him by his garment : and he left his garment in her 
hand, and fled, and got him out. 

And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home. 

And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew 
servant, which thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me : 

And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his 
garment with me, and fled out. 

And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which 
she spake unto him, saying, Ailer this manner did thy servant to me ; that 
his wrath was kindled. ^ 

And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a place 
where the king's prisoners were bound : and he was there in the prison. 



LESSON XLVII. 

THE CHIEF BUTLER'S DREAM. 

B.c 1717. — Gen. xxxix. 21 — 23; xl. 1—15. 

But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him 
favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 

And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the 
prisoners that were in the prison ; and whatsoever they did there, he was 
the doer of it. 

I'he keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his 
hand ; because the Lord was with him, and that which he did, the Lord 
made it to prosper. 

And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of the king of 
Egypt and his baker had offended their lord the king of Egypt. 

* Handsome. t Knoweth. t Set on fire. 
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And Pharaoh was wroth against two of his officers, against the chief of 
the butlers, and against the chief of the bakers. 

And he put them in ward in the house of the captain of the guard, into 
the prison, the place where Joseph was bound. 

And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served 
them : and they contixmed a season in ward.* 

And they dreamed a dream, both of them each man his dream in one 
night, each man according to the interpretation + of his dream, the butler 
and the baker of the king of Egypt, which were bound in the prison. 

And Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and looked upon them, 
and, behold, they were sad. 

And he asked Pharaoh's officers that were with him in the ward % of his 
lord's hous^ saying. Wherefore look ye so sadly to-day ? 

And they said unto him. We have dreamed a dream, and there is no 
interpreter of it And Joseph said unto them. Do not interpretations 
belong to God ? tell me them, I pray you. 

And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said unto him. In my 
dream, behold, a vine was before me ; 

And in the vine were three branches : and it was as though it budded, 
and her blossoms shot forth ; and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe 
grapes : 

And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand : and I took the grapes and pressed 
them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. 

And Joseph said imto him. This is the interpretation of it : The three 
branches are three days : 

Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee 
unto thy place; and thou shalt .deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after 
the former manner when thou wast his butler. 

But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and show kindness, I 
pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me 
out of this house : 

For indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews : and here 
also have I done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon. 



LESSON XLVIII. 

THE CHIEF BAKER'S DREAM. 

B.C. 1 71 7- 1 71 9. — Gen. xl. 16 — 21 ; xxxv. 28, 29. 

When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said unto 
Joseph, I also was in my dream, and, behold, I Imd three white baskets on 
my head ; 

* Kept under guard. t Explanation. J Divibion of the prison. 
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And in the uppermost basket there was of all manner of bakemeats for 
Pharaoh ; and the birds did eat them out of the basket upon my head. 

And Joseph answered and said, This is the interpretation thereof : The 
three baskets are three days : 

Yet within three dajrs shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and 
shall hang thee on a tree ; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off thee. 

And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he 
made a feast unto all his servants ; and he lifted up the head of the chief 
butler and of the chief baker among his servants. 

And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership again ; and he gave 
the cup into Pharaoh's hand : 

But he hanged the chief baker : as Joseph had interpreted to them. 

Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him. 

And the days of Isaac were an hundred and fourscore years. 

And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people, 
being old and full of days : and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him. 



LESSON XLIX. 

PHARAOH'S DREAMS. 

B.C. 1 71 5. — Gen. xli. i— -16. 

And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed : 
and, behold, he stood by the river. 

And, behold, there came up out of the river seven well-favoured kine 
and fat-fleshed ; and they fed in a mj^adow. 

And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of the river, ill- 
favoured and lean-fleshed ; and stood by the other kine upon the brink of 
the river. 

And the ill-favoured and lean-fleshed kine did eat up the seven well- 
favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 

And he slept and dreamed the second time : and, behold, seven ears of 
corn came up upon one stalk, rank and good. 

And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind sprung up 
after them. 

And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears. And 
Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream. 

And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled ; and he 
sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men 
thereof : and Pharaoh told them his dream ; but there was none that 
could interpret them unto Pharaoh. 

Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my 
faults this day : 
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Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in ward in the captain 
of the guard's house, both me and the chief baker : 

And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed each 
man according to the interpretation of his dream. 

And there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the 
captain of the guard ; and we told him, and he interpreted to us our 
dreams ; to each man according to his dream he did interpret. 

And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was ; me he restored 
unto mine office, and him he hanged. 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of 
the dungeon : and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came 
'in unto Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is 
none that can interpret it : and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst 
understand a dream to interpret it. 

And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me : God shall give 
Pharaoh an answer of peace. 



LESSON L. 

THE DREAMS INTERPRETED. 

B.C. 17 1 5. — Gen. xli. 25—40. 

And when Pharaoh had told his dream, Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The 
dream of Pharaoh is one : God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about 

to do. 

The seven good kine are seven years; and the seven good ears are seven 

years : the dream is one. 

And the seven thin and ill-favoured kine that came up after them are 
seven years : and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall be 
seven years of famine. 

This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh : What God is 
about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh. 

Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land 
of Egypt: 

And there shall arise after them seven years of famine ; and all the plenty 
shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; an4 the famine shall consume 
the land; 

And the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason of that famine 
following ; for it shall be very grievous. 

And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice ; it is because 
the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. 
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Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set him 
over the land of Egypt. 

Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, and take 
up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years. 

And let them gather all the food of those good years that come, and 
lay up com under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the 
cities. 

And that food shall be for store to the land against the seven years of 
famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt; that the land perish not 
throu£^ the famine. 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all 
his servants. 

And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, 
a man in whom the Spirit of God is ? 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all 
this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art : 

Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my 
people be ruled : only in the throne will I be greater than thou. 



LESSON LI. 

JOSEPH'S GREATNESS. 

B.C. 1715-1708. — Gen. xli. 41— 57. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of 
Egypt. 

And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph s 
hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about 
his neck ; 

And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had ; and they 
cried before him. Bow the knee : and he made him ruler over all the land 
of Egypt. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall 
no man lift his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt. 

And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah ; and he gave 
him to wife Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On. And Joseph 
went out over all the land of Egypt. 

And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of 
Eg)rpt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 

And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth by handfuls. 

* Sustainer of the country. 
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And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, which were in the 
land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities : the food of the field, 
which was round about every city, laid he up in the same. 

And Joseph gathered com as the sand of the sea, very much, until he 
left numbering ; for it was without number. 

And unto Joseph were bom two sons before the years of famine came, 
which Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On bare unto him. 

And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh*: For God, said 
he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house. 

And the name of the second called he Ephraim+r For God hath caused 
me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction. 

And the seven years of plenteousness, that was in the land of Egypt, 
were ended. 

And the seven years of dearth began to come, according as Joseph had 
said ; and the dearth was in all lands ; but in all the land of Egypt there 
was bread. 

And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to 
Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, Go unto 
Joseph ; what he saith to you, do. 

And the famine was over all the face of the earth : and Joseph opened 
all the storehouses, and sold unto the Egyptians; and the famine waxed 
sore in the land of Egypt. 

And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy com; because 
tliat the famine was so sore in all lands. 



LESSON LII. 

THE BROTHER UNKNOWN. 

B.C. 1707. — Gen. xlii. i — 17. 

Now when Jacob saw that there was com in Egypt, Jacob said unto his 
sons. Why do ye look one upon another ? 

And he said. Behold, I have heard that there is com in Egypt : get you 
down thither, and buy for us from thence ; that we may live, and not die. 

And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy com in Egypt. 

But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren ; for 
he said, Lest peradventure mischief befall him. 

And the sons of Israel came to buy com among those that came : for the 
famine was in the land of Canaan. 

And Joseph was the govemor over the land, and he it was that sold to 
all the people of the land : and Joseph's brethren came, and bowed down 
themselves before him with their faces to the earth. 

« • Forgetting. + Fruitftil. 
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And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made liimself 
strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them, and he said unto them. 
Whence come ye ? And they said, From the land of Canaan to buy food. 

And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew him not. 

And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and 
said unto them, Ye are spies*; to see the nakedness of the land ye are 
come. 

And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy servants 
come. 

We are all one man's sons ; we are true men, thy servants are no spies. 

And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land are 
ye come. 

And they said. Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in 
the land of Canaan ; and, behold, the youngest is this day with our father, , 
and one is not. 

And Joseph said unto them, That is it that I spake unto you, saying. Ye 
are spies : 

Hereby ye shall be proved : By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth 
hence, except your youngest brother come hither. 

Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in 
prison, that your words may be proved, whether there be any truth in you s 
or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies. 

And he put them all together in wardf three da)rs. 



LESSON LIII. 

JOSEPH'S CHARGE TO HIS BRETHREN. 

B.C. 1707. — Gen. xlii. 18 — 38. 

And Joseph said unto them the third day. This do, and live ; for 
I fear God : 

If ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in the house 
of your prison : go ye, carry com for the famine of your houses : 

But bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your words be 
verified, and ye shall not die. And they did so. 

And they said one to another. We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, 
and we would not hear ; therefore is this distress come upon us. 

And Reuben answered them, sajring. Spake I not unto you, sa3ring. Do 

* Men sent by an enemy secretly and on false pretences to find out the weak points. 

♦ Prison. 
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not sin against the child; and ye would not hear? therefore, behold, also 
his blood is required. 

And they knew not that Joseph understood them ; for he spake unto 
them by an interpreter. 

And he turned himself about from them, and wept ; and returned to 
them again, and communed* with them, and took from them Simeon, and 
bound him before their eyes. 

Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with com, and to restore 
every man's money into his sack, and to give them provision for the way : 
and thus did he unto them. 

And they laded their asses with the com, and departed thence. 

And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass provender f in the 
inn, he espied his money ; for, behold, it was in his sack s mouth. 

And he said unto his brethren. My money is restored ; and, lo, it is even 
in my sack : and their heart failed them, and they were afraid, saying one 
to another. What is this that God hath done unto us ? 

And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of Canaan, and 
told him all that befell unto them ; saying, 

The man, who is the lord of the land, spake roughly to us, and took us 
for spies of the coimtry. 
■ And we said unto him. We are tme men ; we are no spies : 

We be twelve brethren, sons of our father ; one is not^ and the youngest 
is this day with our father in the land of Canaan. 

And the man, the lord of the country, said unto us. Hereby shall I know 
that ye are tme men ; leave one of your brethren here with me, and take 
food for the famine of your households, and be gone : 

And bring your youngest brother unto me : then shall I know that ye 
are no spies, but that ye are true men : so will I deliver you your brother, 
and ye shall traffic in the land. 

And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, every 
man's bundle of money was in his sack : and when both they and their 
father saw the bundles of money, they were afraid. 

And Jacob their father said unto them. Me have ye bereaved J of my 
children : Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin 
away : all these things are against me. 

Ajid Reuben spake unto his father, saying. Slay my two sons, if I bring 
him not to thee : deliver him into my hand, and I will bring him to thee 
again. 

And he said. My son shall not go down with you ; for his brother 
is dead, and he is left alone : if mischief befall him by the way in the which 
ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. 

* Talked. t Food. J Deprived. 
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LESSON LIV. 

THE SECOND JOURNEY INTO EGYPT, 

B.C. 1706. — Gen. xliii. i — 17. 

And the famine was sore in the laud. 

And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the com which they 
had brought out of Egypt, their father said unto them, Go again, buy us a 
little food. 

And Judah spake unto him, saying, The man did solemnly protest 
unto us, saying. Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with 
you. 

If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee 
food: 

But if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down : for the man said 
unto us. Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you. 

And Israel said. Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man 
whether ye had yet a brother ? 

And they said. The man asked us straitly * of our state, and of our kindred, 
sa3ring. Is your father yet alive? have ye another brother? and we told him 
accoiding to the tenor of these words : could we certainly know that he 
would say. Bring your brother down ? 

And Judah said unto Israel his father. Send the lad with me, and we will 
arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and 
also our little ones. 

I will be surety for him ; of my hand shalt thou require him : if I bring 
him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame 
for ever : 

For except we had lingered, surely now we had returned this second 
time. 

And their father Israel said unto them, If it must be so now, do this ; 
take of the best fruits of the land in your vessels, and carry down the man 
a present, a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, and 
almonds : 

And take double money in your hand ; and the money that was brought 
again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it again in your hand ; peradventure 
it was an oversight : 

Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man : 

And God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may send 
away your other brother, and Benjamin. If I am bereaved of my children, 
I am bereaved. 

• Narrowly. 
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And the men ^ook that present, and they took double money in their 
hand, and Benjamin ; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, and stood 
before Joseph. 

And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the ruler of his 
house, Bring these men home, and slay, and make ready; for these men 
shall dine with me at noon. 

And the man did as Joseph bade ; and the man brought the men into 
Joseph*s house. 



LESSON LV. 

THE FEAST IN JOSEPH* S HOUSE, 

B.C. 1706. — Gen. xliii. 28 — ^34 ; xliv. i, 2. 

And the men were afraid, because they were brought into Joseph's house, 
and they said. Because of tiie money that was returned in our sacks at the 
first time are we brought in ; that he may seek occasion against us, and 
fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, and our asses. 

And they came near to the steward of Joseph's house, and they com- 
muned * with him at the door of the house. 

And said, O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to buy food : 

And it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we opened our sacks, 
and, behold, every man's money was in the mouth of his sack, our money 
in full weight : and we have brought it again in our hand. 

And other money have we brought down in our hands to buy food : we 
cannot tell who put our money in our sacks. 

And he said, Feace be to you, fear not : your God, and the God of your 
father, hath given you treasure in your sacks : I had your money. And he 
brought Simeon out unto them. 

And the man brought the men into Joseph's house, and gave them water, 
and they washed their feet ; and he gave their asses provender. 

And they made ready the present against Joseph came at noon : for they 
heard that they should eat bread there. 

And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was 
in their hand into the house, and bowed themselves to him to the earth. 

And he asked them of their welfare, and said. Is your father well, the 
old man of whom ye spake ? Is he yet alive ? 

And they answered. Thy servant our father is in good health, he is yet 
alive. And they bowed down their heads and made obeisance. 

And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's 
son, and said. Is this your younger brother, of whom ye spake imto me ? 
And he said, God be gracious unto thee, my son. 

* Conversed. 
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And Joseph made hasle; for his bowels did yearn upon his brother;* 
and he sought where to weep ; and he entered into his chamber, and wept ■ ' . 
there. 

And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained himself, and said, 
Set on bread. 

And they set on for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and 
for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by themselves: because the 
Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews ; for that is an abomina- 
tion unto the Eg3rptians. 

And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright, and the 
youngest according to his youth : and the men marvelled one at another. 

And he took and sent messes unto them from before him: but Benjamin's 
mess was five times so much as any of theirs. And they drank, and were 
merry with him. 

And he commanded the steward of his house, saying. Fill the men's 
sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put every man's money in 
his sack's mouth. 

And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the youngest, 
and his com money. And he did according to the word that Joseph had 
spoken. 



LESSON LVI. 

BENJ AMINES SACK, 

B.C. 1706. — Gen. xliv 3 — 17. 

As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away, they and 
their asses. 

And when they were gone out of the city, and not yet far off, Joseph 
said unto his steward. Up, follow after the men ; and when thou dost 
overtake them, say unto them. Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good ? 

Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby indeed he 
divinethpf ye have done evil in so doing. 

And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these same words. 

And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my lord these words? God 
forbid that thy servants should do according to this thing : 

Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks' mouths, we brought 
again unto thee out of the land of Canaan : how then should we steal out 
of thy lord's house silver or gold ? 

With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, both let him die, and we 
also will be my lord's bondmen. 

* He was greatly moved with longing love, 
t Tries to discover the future. 

F 



t 



66 SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN. [less. 



And he said, Now also let it be according unto your words : he with 
whom it is found shall be my servant ; and ye shall be blameless. 

Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the ground, and 
opened every man his sack. 

And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the youngest : and 
the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. 

Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass, and returned 
to the city. 

And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's house ; for he was yet 
there : and they fell before him on the ground. 

And Joseph said unto them. What deed is this that ye have done? wot* 
ye not that such a man as I can certainly divine ? 

And Judah said, "What shall we say unto my lord ? what shall we speak ? 
or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity 'of thy 
servants : behold, we are my lord's servants, both we, and he also with 
whom the cup is found. 

And he said, God forbid that I should do so : but the man in whose 
hand the cup is found, he ^all be my servant ; and as for you, get you up 
in peace unto your father. 



LESSON LVII. 

THE PLEADING OF JUDAH, 

B.C. 1706.— Gen. xliv. 18—34. 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my lord, let thy servant, 
I pray thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger bum 
against thy servant : for thou art even as Pharaoh. 

My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, or a brother ? 

And we said unto my lord. We have a father, an old man, and a child of 
his old age, a little one ; and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of 
his mother, and his father loveth him. 

And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down unto me, that I may 
set mine eyes upon him. 

And we said unto my lord. The lad cannot leave his father : for if he 
should leave his father, his father would die. 

And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest brother come 
down with you, ye shall see my face no more. 

And it came to pass when we came up unto thy servant my father, we 
told him the words of my lord. 

And our father said, Go again, and buy us a little food. 

♦ * Know. 
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And we said, We cannot go down : if our youngest brother be \^'ith us, 
then we will go down : for we may not see the man's face, except our 
youngest brother be with us. 

And thy servant my father said unto us. Ye know that my wife bare me 
two sons : 

And the one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in pieces ; 
and I saw him not since : 

And if ye take this also from me, and mischief befall him, ye shall 
bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. 

Now therefore when I come to thy servant my father, and the lad be not 
with us ; seeing that his life is bound up in the lad's life ; 

It shaTl come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, that he 
will die : and thy servants shall bring down the gray hairs of thy servant 
our father with sorrow to the grave. 

For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father, saying, 
If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame to my father 
for ever. 

Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad 
a bondman to my lord ; and let the lad go up with his brethren. 

For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me ? lest 
peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my father. 



LESSON LVIII. 

JOSEPH MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN. 

B.C 1706. — Gen. xlv. I— 14. 

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; 
and he cried. Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no 
man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren. 

And he wept aloud : and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh 
heard. 

And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph ; doth my father yet 
live ? And his brethren could not answer him ; for they were troubled at 
his presence. 

And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And 
they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold 
into Egypt ^ ' 

Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me 
hither : for God did send me before you to preserve life. 

For these two years hath the famine been in the land : and yet there are 
five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest 

F 2 
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And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, 
and to save your lives by a great dehverance. 

So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God : and he hath made 
me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout 
all the land of Eg3rpt. 

Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son 
Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt : come down unto me, 
tarry not : 

And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen,* and thou shalt be near 
unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children's children, and thy 
flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast : 

And there will I nourish thee ; for yet there are five years of famine ; 
lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, come to poverty. 

And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that 
it is my mouth that speaketh unto you. 

And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye 
have seen ; and ye shall haste and bring down my father hither. 

And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept ; and Benjamin 
wept upon his neck. 

Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them : and after 
that his brethren talked with him. 

And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph's 
brethren are come : and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye ; lade 
your beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Canaan ; 

And take your father and your households, and come unto me : and 
I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of 
the land. 

Now thou art commanded, this do ye ; take you wagons out of the land 
of Eg)rpt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, 
and come. 

Also regard not your stuff ;t for the good of all the land of Egypt is 
yours. 

And the children of Israel did so : and Joseph gave them wagons, 
according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for 
the way. 

To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment ; but to Benjamin 
he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment. 

And to his father he sent after this manner ; ten asses laden with the 
good things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with com and bread and 
meat for his father by the way. 

So he sent his brethren away, and they departed : and he said unto them. 
See that ye fall not out+ by the way. 

♦ The border. t Property. % Quarrel, 
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LESSON LIX. 

ISRAEL'S JOURNEY. 

B.C. 1706. — Gen. xlv. 25 — 28; xlvi. 1—7, 27—34. 

And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto 
Jacob their father, 

And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over all the 
land of Egypt. And Jacob's heart fainted, for he believed them not. 

And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto 
them ; and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, 
the spirit of Jacob their father revived : 

And Israel said, It is enough ; Joseph my son is yet alive : I will go and 
see him before I die. 

And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beer- 
sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his father Isaac. 

And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, 
Jacob. And he said. Here am I. 

And he said, I am God, the God of thy father : fear not to go down into 
Egypt ; for I will there make of thee a great nation : 

I will go down with thee into Eg3qpt ; and I will also surely bring thee 
up again : and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes. 

And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba : and the sons of Israel carried 
Jacob their father, and their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons 
which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 

And they took their cattle, and their goods, which they had gotten 
in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with 
him : 

His sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' 
daughters, and all his seed brought he with him into Egypt. 

All the souls of the house of Jacob, which came into Egypt, were 
threescore and ten. * 

And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face unto 
Goshen ; and they came into the land of Goshen. 

And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his 
father, to Goshen, and presented himself unto him; and he fell on his 
neck, and wept on his neck a good while. 

And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, 
because thou art yet alive. 

And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his father's house, I will go 

* Seventy. 
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wj\ .uul '^hovv rhamoh, and say unto him, My brethren, and my father's 
hs^uws vshish swMV in the land of Canaan, are come unto me ; 

Vus\ ihs* men Arc sihephenls, for their trade hath been to feed cattle ; and 
^Hvv K*^\s* ^um^ht their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have. 

Vu\l W \\\\\\\ a»me to pass, when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, 
\V^4V i* v\nvv \KVUi>«tion ? 

W,\\ vv* xhttU say. Thy servants* trade hath been about cattle from 
\kvu \N»uO» cvru until now, both we, and also our fathers : that ye may 
v^\\v*l\ \\\ the Ittutl of Goshen ; for every shepherd is an abomination unto 



LESSON LX. 

ISRAEL BEFORE PHARAOH. 

B.C. 1706-1689. — Gen. xlvii. i — 13 and 27—31. 

Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, My father and my 
hrrthren, and their flocks and their herds, and all that they have, are come 
tnit of the land of Canaan; and, behold, they are in the land of Goshen. 

And he took some of his brethren, even five men, and presented them 
unto Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto his brethren. What is your occupation ? And 
they said unto Pharaoh^ Thy servants are shepherds, both we, and also our 
fathers. 

They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the land are we 
come; for thy servants have no pasture for their flocks; for the famine is 
sore in the land of Canaan : now, therefore, we pray thee, let thy servants 
dwell in the land of Goshen. 

And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, sa3dng. Thy father and thy brethren 
are come unto thee : 

The land of Egypt! s before thee; in the best of the land make thy 
father and brethren to dwell ; m the land of Goshen let them dwell : and 
if thou knowest any men of activity among them, then make them rulers 
over my cattle. 

And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh : 
and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou ? 

And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage* 
are an hundred and thirty years : few and evil have the days of the vears 
of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of the years of the 
^H^f my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. 

^ ^K * Journey to a holy place. 
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And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh. 

And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them a posses- 
sion in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, 
as Pharaoh had commanded. 

And Joseph nourished his father, and his brethren, and all his father's 
household, with bread, according to their families. 

And there was no bread in all the land ; for the famine was very sore, so 
that the land of Egypt and all the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the 
famine. 

And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen ; and 
they had possessions therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly. 

And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years : so the whole age 
of Jacob was an hundred forty and seven years. 

And the time drew nigh that Israel must die: and he called his son 
Joseph and said unto him. If now I have found grace in thy sight, put, I 
pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me ; 
bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt : 

But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and 
bury me in their burying-place. And he said, I will do as thou hast said. 

And he said. Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. And Israel 
bowed himself upon the bed's head. 



LESSON LXI. 

ISRAEL'S CHARGE TO JOSEPH. 

B.C. 1689. — Gen. xlviii. 

And it came to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, Behold, 
thy father is sick: and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and 
Ephraim. 

And one told Jacob, and said. Behold, thy son Joseph cometh unto thee: 
and Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon the bed. 

And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in 
the land of Canaan, and blessed me. 

And said unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, 
and I will make of thee a multitude of people; and will give this land to 
thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession. 

And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were bom unto 
thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine ; 
as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. 

And thy issue,* which thou begettest after them, shall be thine, and 
shall be called after the name of their brethren in their inheritance. 

* Offspring. 
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Ami as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died hf. me m the land 
€if Ciu^aan in the way, when yet there was but a little way to come unto 
K[>hr«th: and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath; the same as 
IMh^ehem. 

And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said, Who are these ? 

Ami Joseph said unto his father, They are my sons, whom God hath 
giwn me in this place. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, 
iuh) I will bless them. 

Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see. And 
he brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and embraced 
them. 

And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face : and, lo, 
i»od hath shewed me also thy seed. 

Anil Joseph brought them out from between his knees, and he bowed 
himself with his face to the earth. 

And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand, towards Israel's 
left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand, toward Israel's right hand, and 
lm>ught them near unto him. 

And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim's head, 
who was the younger, and "his left hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his 
hands wittingly*; for Manasseh was the firstborn. 

And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this day, 

The Angel which redeemed f me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my 
same be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac ; 
and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth. 

And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head 
of Ephraim, it displeased him : and he held up his father's hand, to remove 
it from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head. 

And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my fether : for this is the first- 
bom ; put thy right hand upon his head. 

And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it : he also 
shall become a people, and he also shall be great : but truly his younger 
brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of 
nations. 

And he blessed them that day, saying. In thee shall Israel bless, saying, 
God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh : and he set Ephraim before 
Manasseh. 

And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die : but God shall be with you, 
and bring you again unto the land of your fathers. 

Moreover I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I 
took out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and with my bow. 

* Q>nsdousIy ; knowing what he did. t Saved, or rather brought me back. 
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LESSON LXII* 

THE BLESSING OF JACOB. 

Gen. xlix. i — 15. 

B.C. 1689. — These parting blessings of Israel to his twelve sons 
were spoken through the Holy Spirit in prophecy^ and should be 
much heeded. 

And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, 
that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the last days. 

Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob ; 

And hearken unto Israel your father. 

Reuben, thou art my firstborn, 

My might, and the beginning of my strength. 

The excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power : 

Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel. 

Simeon and Levi are brethren; 

Instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. 

my soul, come not thou into their secret ; 

Unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united : 

For in their anger they slew a man, 

And in their selfwill they digged down a wall. 

Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce ; 

And their wrath, for it was cruel : 

1 will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel. 
Judah, thou are he whom thy brethren shall praise : 
Thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies ; 

Thy father's children shall bow down before thee. 

Judah is a lion's whelp : 

From the prey, my son, thou art gone up: 

He stooped down, he couched as a lion. 

And as an old lion ; who shall rouse him up 

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 

Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 

Until Shiloh come ; 

And unto him ^hall the gathering of the people be. 

Binding his foal unto the vine. 

And his ass's colt unto the choice vine ; 

He washed his garments in wine. 

And his clothes in the blood of grapes : 

* Omit this for the litde ones. 
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His eyes shall be red with wine, 

And his teeth white with milk. 

Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea ; 

And he shall be for an haven of ships ; 

And his border shall be unto Zidon. 

Issachar is a strong ass 

Couching down between two burdens : 

And he saw that rest was good, 

And the land that it was pleasant ; 

And bowed his shoulder to bear. 

And became a servant unto tribute. 



LESSON LXIII* 

THE BLESSING ON JOSEPH. 

Gen. xlix, i6 — 32. 

B.C. 1689. — Jacob proceeds with the prophecy of his soni lot, 
and those of the handmaidens and Rachel follow on that to the 
sons of Leah, 

Dan shall judge his people. 

As one of the tribes of Israel. 

Dan shall be a serpent by the way. 

An adder in the path, 

That biteth the horse heels. 

So that his rider shall fall backward. 

I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord. 

Gad, a troop shall overcome him : 

But he shall overcome at the last. 

Out of Asher his bread shall be fat. 

And he shall yield royal dainties. 

Naphtali is a hind let lo6se : 

He giveth goodly words. 

Joseph is a fruitfiil bough. 

Even a fruitful bough by a well ; 

Whose branches run over the wall : 

The archers have sorely grieved him. 

And shot at him, and hated him : 

But his bow abode in strength. 

And the arms of his hand? were made strong 

• Omit for the little ones. 
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By the hands of the mighty God of Jacob ; 

(From thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel :) 

Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee ; 

And by the Almighty, who shall bless thee 

With blessings of heaven above, 

Blessings of the deep that lieth under, 

Blessings of the breasts, and of the womb : 

The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of 

my progenitors 
Unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills : 
They shall be on the head of Joseph, 
And on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his 

brethren. 
Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf : 
In the morning he shall devour the prey, 
And at night he shall divide the spoil. 
All these are the twelve tribes of Israel : and this is it that their father 
spake unto them, and blessed them ; every one according to his blessing 
he blessed them. 

And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my 
people : bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron 
the Hittite, 

In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in 
the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the 
Hittite for a possession of a burying-place. 

There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife ; there they buried 
Isaac and Rebekah his wife ; and there I buried Leah. 

The purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein was from the 
children of Heth^ 



LESSON LXIV. 

THE BURIAL OF JACOB. 

B.C. 1689.— Gen. xlix. 33 ; 1. i — 13. 

And when Jacob had made an end of conmianding his sons, he gathered 
up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost,* and was gathered unto 
his people. 

And Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept upon him, and kissed 
him. 

And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father: 
and the physicians embalmed Israel. 

And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled the days of 

• Sotil. 
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those which are embahned : and the £g3rptiaiis mourned for him threescore 
end ten days. 

And when the days of his mourning were passed, Joseph spake unto the 
house of Pharaoh, saying. If now I have found grace in your eyes, speak, 
I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, saying. 

My father made me swear, saying, Lo, I die : in my grave which I have 
•digged for me in the land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now 
therefore let me go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I will come 
again. 

And Pharaoh said. Go up, and bury thy father, according as he made 
thee swear. 

And Joseph went up to bury his father : and with him went up all the 
servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land 
of Egypt. 

And all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and his father's house : 
only their little ones, and their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land 
of Goshen. 

And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen : and there was 
a very great company. 

And they came to the threshing-floor of Atad, which is beyond Jordan, 
and there they mourned with a great and very sore lamdhtation : and he 
made a mourning for his father seven days. 

And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning 
in the floor of Atad, they said. This is a grievous mourning for the 
Egyptians : wherefore the name of it was called Abel-mizraim, which is 
beyond Jordan. 

And his sons did unto him according as he commanded them : 

For his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the 
cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham bought with the field for a 
possession of a burying-place of Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre. 



LESSON LXV. 

THE DEA TH OF JOSEPH. 

B.C. 1635.— Gen. L 14—26. 

And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, and all that went 
up with him to bury his father, after he had buried his father. 

And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, 
Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil 
which we did unto him. 

And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did com- 
mand before he died, saying, 
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So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass* of 
thy brethren, and their sin; for they did nnlo thee evil: and now, we pray 
thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of thy father. And 
Joseph wept when they spake onto hinu 

And his brethren also went and fell down before his fsice ; and they said. 
Behold, we be thy servants. 

And Joseph sdd unto them. Fear not : for am I in the place of Cod ? 

But as for yoo, ye thought evil against me ; bnt God meant it unto good, 
to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. 

Now therefore fear ye not : I will nourish you and your little ones. And 
he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them. 

And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father^s house : and Joseph 
lived an hundred and ten years. 

And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation : the children 
also of Machir the son of Manassdi were brought up upon Joseph's 
knees. 

And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die : and God will surely visit you, 
and bring you out of this land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, 
to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will 
surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence. 

So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old : and they embalmed 
him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt 



LESSON LXVI. 

THE ACCUSATION AGAINST JOB. 

Job i. I — 12. 

About b.c. 1600. — The first book of Hebrew poetry was written 
we know not when, but tt joins on to the times mentioned in the 
Book of Genesis, The person of whom we are there told is Job, a 
man of the land of Uz, This land was peopled by the sons of 
Esau; and it is therefore thought that yoo was one of these 
Edomites. Some suppose that he is the same with Jobab, the 
son of Zerah, who is mentioned in Genesis xxxvu 33. Zerah 
was the grandson of Esau^ so that thus Job might liave liif^d 
at the same time with Machir, the son of Manasseh, and the 
rest of the generation whose fathers went down into Egypt, This, 
however, is little better than a guess; but it is quite certain that 
Job lived very early, and that this is one of the very few books of 
Scripture that show us God's dealings with those who were not tn 
covenant with Him, 
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There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job ; and that man 
was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 

And there were bom unto him seven sons and three daughters. 

His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, 
and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very 
great household ; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of 
the east. 

And his sons went and feasted in their houses, everv one his day ; and 
sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with them. 

And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that 
Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered 
burnt offerings according to the number of them all : for Job said. It may 
be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did 
Job continually. 

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan came also among them. 

And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou ? Then Satan 
answered the Lord, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and 
from walking up and down in it 

And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, 
that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one 
that feareth God, and escheweth evil ? 

Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God fcr 
nought ? 

Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and 
about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed tlie work of 
his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 

But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will 
curse thee to thy face. 

And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy 
power ; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went 
forth from the presence of the Lord. 



LESSON LXVII. 

THE LOSSES OF JOB. 

About b.c. 1600.— Job i. 12 — 22. 

And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their eldest brother's house : 

And tiiere came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, 
and the asses feeding beside them : 

And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away ; yea, they have 
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slain the servants with the edge of the sword ; and I only am escaped alone 
to tell thee. 

While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said. The fire 
of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the 
servants, and consumed them ; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said. The 
Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have 
carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the sword ; 
and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

^Vhile he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said. Thy sons 
and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's 
house : 

And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote 
the four comers of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are 
dead ; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down 
upon the ground and worshipped. 

And said. Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I 
return thither : the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed 
be the name of the Lord. 

Ill all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 



LESSON LXVIII. 

THE SUFFERING OF JOB. 

B.C. 1600. — ^JOB ii. 

Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan came also amongst them to present himself 
before the Lord. 

And the Lord said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And 
Satan answered the Lord, and said, From going to and fro in the earthy 
and from walking up and down in it. 

And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job^ 
that there is none like hiin in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one 
that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast has integrity,* 
although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 

And Satan answered the Lord, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a 
man hath will he ^ve for his life. 

But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he 
will curse thee to thy face. 

Wholeness of heart. 
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And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand ; but save 
hii life. 

So went Satan forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote Job with 
gore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 

And he took him a potsherd* to scrape himself withal ; and he sat down 
among the ashes. 

Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine mtegrity? 
curae God, and die. 

But he said unto her. Thou speakest as one of the foolish women 
speaketh. What ? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we 
not receive evil ? In all this did not Job sin with his lips. 

Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon 
him, they came every one from his own place ; Eliphaz the Temanite, and 
Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite : for they had made an 
appointment together to come and mourn with him and to comfort him. 

And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted 
up their voice, and wept ; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled 
dust upon their heads toward heaven. 

So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven 
nights, and none spake a word unto him : for they saw that his grief was 
very great. 



LESSON LXIX.f 

THE LAMENTATION OF JOB. 

Job iv. I — 9, 12 — 26. 

B.C. 1600. — After thus sitting silent in the depth of his misery, 
Job broke forth into the following terrible lament, which, we must 
recollect, is the wail of a m^n in terrible affliction. We have it in 
Hebrew poetry, for that language easily flows into the measured 
verse, which does not, like ours, depend on m£tre and rhyme, but 
on having pairs of ideas placed side by side in sentences of equal 
length. Thus in his grief Job not only laments tJuit he was born, 
but even utters passionate imprecations on the day of his birth. 

After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day. 
And Job spake, and said. 

Let the day perish wherein I was bom. 

And the night in which it was said. There is a man child bom. 

Let that day be. darkness; 

Let not God regard it from above, 

♦ Piece of broken earthenware. t Not for the little ones. 
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Neither let the light shine upon it. 

Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it ; 

Let a cloud dwell upon it ; 

Let the blackness of the day terrify it. 

As for that night, let darkness seize upon it ; 

Let it not be joined unto the days of the year, 

Let it not come into the number of the months. 

Lo, let that night be solitary, 

Let no joyful voice come therein. 

Let them curse it that curse the day. 

Who are ready to raise up their mourning. 

Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark ; 

Let it look for light, but have none ; 

Because it shut me not up from the birth, 

Nor hid sorrow from mine eyes. 

"Why died I not from the first. 

Why did I not give up the ghost when I was bom ? 

Why did the knees prevent me* ? 

Or why the breasts that I should suck ? 

For now should I have lain still and been quiet, 

I should have slept : then had I been at rest. 

With kings and counsellors of the earth. 

Which built desolate places for themselves ; 

Or with princes that had gold. 

Who filled their houses with silver. 

There the wicked cease from troubling ; 

And there the weary be at rest. 

There the prisoners rest together; 

They hear not the voice of the oppressor. 

The small and great are there ; 

And the servant is free from his master. 

Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, 

And life unto the bitter in soul ; 

Which long for death, but it cometh not; 

And dig for it more than for hid treasures ; 

Which rejoice exceedingly. 

And are glad, when they can find the grave ? 

Why is light given to a man whose way is hid, 

And whom God hath hedged in ? 

For my sighing cometh before I eat. 

And my roarings are poured out like the waters. 

For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me. 

And that which I was afraid of is come unto me. 

I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet \ 

Yet trouble came. 

* Come before me, to nurse and support me. 
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LESSON LXX. 

ELIPHAZ*S REBUKE. 

Job iv. 1—8, 12—19 ; V. 17—27. 

IfcC. l6oa — The violence of Job^s grief and lamentation made 
kis r^i^nJs /imi fault with him. They thought such an affliction 
utfHiJ ^Atli mo man unless he had been guilty of some very evil 

'I'beett KHphaz the Temanite answered and said, 

If \i*e assayt to commune with thee, wilt thou be grieved ? 

But who can withhold himself from speaking ? 

Itdliold, thou hast instructed many, 

And thou hast strengthened the weak hands. 

Thy »x)rds have uph olden him that was falling, 

And thou hast strengthened the feeble knees. 

But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest ; 

It toucheth thee, and thou art troubled. 

Is not this thy fear, thy confidence. 

Thy hope, and the uprightness of thy ways ? 

Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent ? 

Or where were the righteous cut off ? 

Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, 

And sow wickedness, reap the same. 

Now a thing was secretly brought to me. 

And mine ear received a little thereof. 

In thoughts from the visions of the night, 

When deep sleep falleth on men. 

Fear came upon me, and trembling, 

Which made all my bones to shake. 

Then a spirit passed before my face ; 

The hair of my flesh stood up : 

It stood still, but I could not discern the form thereof : 

An image was before mine eyes, there was silence, and I heard 

a voice. 
Shall mortal man be more just than God ? 
Shall a man be more pure than his Maker? 
Behold, he put no trust in his servants ; 
And his angels he charged with folly : 
How much less in them that dwell in houses of clay, 
Whose foundation is in the dust, which are crushed before the moth ? 
♦ *♦«♦«♦ * 

* Not for the little ones. \ Stnve. 
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Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth ; 

Therefore despise not thou the chastening* of the Almighty : 

For he maketh sore, and bindeth up : 

He woundeth, and his hands make whole. 

He shall deliver thee in six troubles : 

Yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee. 

In famine he shall redeem thee from death : 

And in war from the power of the sword. 

Thou shalt be hid from the scourge + of the tongue : 

Neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it conieth. 

At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh : 

Neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the earth. 

For thou shalt be in league J with the stones of the field : 

And the beasts of the field shall be at peace with thee. 

And thou shall know that thy tabernacle § shall be in peace ; 

And thou shalt visit thy habitation, and shalt not sin. 

Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall be great. 

And thine offspring as the grass of the earth. 

Thou shalt come to thy grave in a lull age. 

Like as a shock of com cometh in in his season. 

I^ this, we have searched it, so it is ; 

Hear it, and know thou it for thy good. 



LESSON LXXI. II 

yOB\S PROPHECY. 

Job xix. 21 — 27 ; xxix. ii — 16 ; xxxi. 35 — 40. 

B.C. • 1600. — // would take more understanding than those for 
'•jukom these Readings are intended yet possess, to go through all 
the arguments of Job and the three friends, Bildad and Zophar 
chimed in with Eliphaz in declaring that no one was perfect, and 
that trouble always followed sin j therefore that fob must have 
sinnedy or he would not be afflicted j while fob continued to declare 
that good men suffered as well as bad ones, and to assert his own 
innocence. He cries out : — 

Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends ; 

For the hand of God hath touched me. 

Why do ye persecute me as God, 

And are not satisfied with my flesh ? 

Oh that my words were now written ! 

Oh that they were printed in a book ! 

* Correction. f Stroke as of a whip. | Agreement, 

i Dwelling-place, properly a tent. || Not for the little ones 

* G 2 
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That they were graven witlf an iron pen 
And lead in the rock for ever ! 
For I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
And that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth : 
And though after my skin worms destroy this body, 
Vet in my flesh shall I see God : 
Whom I shall see for myself, 

And mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins 
be consumed within me. 



When the ear heard me, then it blessed me ; 

And when the eye saw me, it gave witness to me : 

Because I delivered the poor that cried. 

And the fatherless, and him that had none to help him. 

The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon me 

And I caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. 

I put on righteousness, and it clothed me : 

My judgment was as a robe and a diadem. 

I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame. 

I was a father to the poor ; 

And the cause which I knew not I searched out. 



Oh that one would hear me ! 

Behold, my desire is, that the Almighty would answer me. 

And that mine adversary had written a book. 

Surely I would take it upon my shoulder. 

And bind it as a crown to me. 

I would declare unto him the number of my steps ; 

As a prince would I go near unto him. 

If my land cry against me, 

Or that the furrows likewise thereof complain ; 

If I have eaten the fruits thereof without money. 

Or have caused the owners thereof to lose their life : 

Let thistles grow instead of wheat, and cockle instead of barley. 



LESSON LXXII.* 

THE ANSWER TO JOB. 

Job xxxviii. i — ii, 23 — 29. 

B.C. 1600. — The three friends, having failed to make out their 
view that Job must have deserved his troubles, were silent; ani 
a young man, who seetns to have been a descendant of Abraham^ s 

* Not for the little ones. 
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brother, Nahor (Job xxxii. 2; Gen. xxii. 21), stood forih^ and upheld 
the majesty and mystery of God and His works ^ showing^ that He 
who sent the wonders of storm and wind might also well deal with 
man in a way that could not be understood, far less be questioned. 
While Elihu spoke ^ it is plain, from the latter part of his discourse^ 
that a great storm was rising over the desert of Stony Arabia, and 
bursting over the spot where the desolate Job sat. Out of that 
storm the Lord Himself spoke to Job and his friends; but God did 
not forestall His revelation. He only taught the friends how the 
power, the beauty, and the mystery of His works of creation should 
teach them that His ways, like His works, are past understanding, 
and that all that they could do was to bow before Him in patient 
trust and faith. 

Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, 
Who is this that darkeneth counsel 
By words without knowledge ? 
Gird up now thy loins like a man ; 
For I will demand of thee, and answer thou me. 
Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth ? 
Declare, if thou hast understanding. 
Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest ? 
Or who hath stretched the line upon it ? 
Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened ? 
Or who laid the comer stone thereof ; 
When the morning stars sang together, 
And all the sons of God shouted for joy ? 
Or who shut up the sea with doors, 

When it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb ? 
When I made the cloud the garment thereof, 
And thick darkness a swaddling-band for it. 
And brake up for it my decreed place, 
And set bars and doors. 

And said. Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further : 
And here shall thy proud waves be stayed ? 



Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow ? 

Or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail, 

Which I have reserved against the time of trouble. 

Against the day of battle and war ? 

Who hath divided a watercourse for the overflowing of waters. 

Or a way for the lightning of thunder ; 

To cause it to rain on the earth, where no man is ; 

'"^n the wilderness, wherein there is no man ; 

To satisfy the desolate and waste ground ; 

And to cause the bud of the tender herb to spring forth ? 

Hath the rain a father ? 
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Or who hath begotten the drops of dew ? 

Out of whose womb came the ice ? 

And the hoary frost of heaven, who hath gendered it ? 

The waters are hid as with a stone, 

And the face of the deep is frozen. ^ 

Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, 

Or loose the bands of Orion ? 

Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season ? 

Or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons ? 

Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven ? 

Canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth ? 

Canst thou lift up thy voice to the clouds. 

That abundance of waters may cover thee ? 

Canst thou send lightnings, 

That they may go, and say unto thee. Here we are ? 

Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts ? • 

Or who hath given understanding to the heart ? 

Who can number the clouds in wisdom ? 

Or who can stay the bottles of heaven, 

When the dust groweth into hardness. 

And the clods cleave fast together ? 

Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion ? 

Or fill the appetite of the young lions? 



LESSON LXXIII* 

THE WONDERS OF CREATION. 

Job xxxix. 5 — 30. 

B.C. 1600. — To go through all the mighty works that were called 
up in review before the humbled Job would be beyond the powers oj 
attention of the very youngs and therefore only the part is here 
selected which we believe ourselves best to understand^ namely ^ the 
descriptions of the wild ass, the ostrich, and the horse. 

Who hath sent out the wild ass free ? 
Or who hath loosed the bands of the wild ass ? 
Whose house I have made the wilderness, 
And the barren lands his dwellings. 
He scometh the multitude of the city. 
Neither regardeth he the crying of the driver. 
The range of the mountains is his pasture, 
And he searcheth after every green thing. 

* Not fur the little ones. 
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Will the unicorn* be willing to serve thee, 

Or abide by thy crib ? 

Canst thou bind the unicorn with his band in the furrow ? 

Or will he harrow the valleys after thee ? 

Wilt thou trust him, because his strength is great ? 

Or wilt thou leave thy labour to him ? 

Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring home thy seed, 

And gather it into thy bam ? 

Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks ? 

Or wings and feathers unto the ostrich ? 

Which leaveth her eggs in the earth, 

And warmeth them in dust, 

And forgetteth that the foot may crush them. 

Or that the wild beast may br^k them. 

She is hardened against her young ones, 

As though they were not hers : her labour is in vain without fear ; 

Because God hath deprived her of wisdom. 

Neither hath he imparted to her understanding. 

What time she lifteth up herself on high. 

She scometh the horse and his rider. 

Hast thou given the horse strength ? 

Hast thou clothed his neck with thunder ? 

Canst *thou make him afraid as a grasshopper? 

The glory of his nostrils is terrible. 

He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength : 

He goeth on to meet the armed men. 

He mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted ; 

Neither tumeth he back from the sword. 

The quiver rattleth against him. 

The glittering spear and the shield. 

He swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage : 

Neither believeth he that it is the sound of the trumpet. + 

He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha ; 

And he smelleth the battle afar off", the thunder of the captains, 

and the shouting. 
Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdom. 
And stretch her wings toward the south ? 
Doth the eagle moimt up at thy command. 
And make her nest on high ? 
She dwelleth and abideth on ^he rock. 
Upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place. 
From thence she seeketh tne prey. 
And her eyes behold afar off. 
Her young ones also suck up blood : 
And where the slain are, there is she. 

* Either the rhinoceros or the mountain bull. 

t He so delights in the prospect of battle, that the sound of the trumpet seems to him 
too great joy to be true. 
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LESSON LXXIV* 

THE SELF-ABASEMENT OP JOB. 

About b.c. 1600. — Job xL i — 14 ; xlii. 1—6. 

Moreover the Lord answered Job, and said, 

Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct him ? 

He that reproveth God, let him answer it 
Then Job answered the Lord, and said. 

Behold, I am vile ; what shall I answer thee ? 

I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. 

Once have I spoken ; but I will not answer : 

Yea, twice ; but I will proceed no further. 
Then answered the Lord unto Job ou^ of the whirlwind, and said. 

Gird up thy loins now like a man : 

I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 

Wilt thou also disannult my judgment ? 

Wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be righteous ? 

Hast thou an arm like God ? 

Or canst thou thunder with a voice like him ? 

Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency; 

And array thyself with glory and beauty. 

Cast abroad the rage of thy wrath : 

And behold every one that is proud, and abase him. 

Look on every one that is proud, and bring him low , 

And tread down the wicked in their place. 

Hide them in the dust together ; 

And bind their faces in secret. 

Then will I also.confess unto thee 

That thine own right hand can save thee. 

****** 4r 

Then Job answered the Lord, and said, 

I know that thou canst do every thing. 

And that no thought can be withholden from thee. 

Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge ? 

Therefore have I uttered that I understood not ; 

Things too wonderful for me, which I knew no.. 

Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak : 

I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me, 

I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear : 

But now mine eye seeth thee. 

Wherefore I abhor myself, 

And repent in dust and ashes. 

* Not for the little ones. t Bring to nothing. 
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LESSON LXXV* 

THE CO MP ENS A TION. 

About b.c. 1600.-— Job xlii. 7—17. 

And it was so, that after the Lord had spoken these words unto Job, 
the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, 
and against thy two friends : for ye have not spoken of me the thing that 
is right, as my servant Job hath. 

Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to 
my servant Job, and oner up for yourselves a burnt offering ; and my 
servant Job shall pray for you : for him will I accept : lest I deal with you 
after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me die thing which is right, 
like my servant Job. 

So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite went, and did according as the Lord commanded them : 
the Lord also accepted Job. 

And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his 
friends : also the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before. 

Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all 
they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him 
jn his house : and they bemoaned him, and comforted him over all the evil 
that the Lord had brought upon him : every man also gave him a piece of 
money, and every one an earring of gold. 

So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning : for 
he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand 
yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. 

He had also seven sons and three daughters. 

And he called the name of the first, Jemima + ; and the name of the 
second, Kezia % ; and the name of the third, Keren-happuch. § 

And in all the land were no women found so fair as the daughters 
of Job : and their lather gave them inheritance among their brethren. 

After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and 
his sons' sons, even four generations. 

So Job died, being old and full of days. 

* Not for the little ones. t Dove. \ Cassia. 

$ Box of collyrium, the black dye used to darken the eyebrows. 
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BOOK II. 
L E S S O N I. 

THE AFFLICTION IN EGYPT, 

Exodus i. i — 14 and 22. 

" When the time of the promise drew nigh, the people grew and 
multiplied in Egypt.^ The Israelites, in their fertile pastures 
of Goshen, had flourished and become numerous under the Shep- 
herd Kings, but after these days of peace the native Coptic, 
or true Egyptian race of kings of the sons of Misraim, who had 
been driven to the south, regained their power, and expelled the 
Shepherd dynasty from Lower Egypt, In them the sons of Israel 
lost their friends, who had not disdained alliances with them,. 
" Another king arose who knew not Joseph^ The favour and 
friendship with which Apophis and his descendants had treated the 
herdsmen of Goshen would be a cause of hatred and disgust to the 
new line of Pharaohs, who regarded them as enemies, and opfpressed 
them in every manner that could be devised. In especial, King 
Ramses II,, one of the most able men and mighty conquerors who 
ever wore the sacred Egyptian wings, employed them in his buildings. 
He was, above all other kings of Egypt, a builder. Enormous 
sculptured figures and grand temples bear his mark, nobly planned 
at the beginning of his reign, but less good in taste as time went on; 
and in these the Israelites were employed to make bricks of the mud 
of the Nile, rendered firm with chopped straw, and dried.in the sun. 
Many an Egyptian tomb shows paintings of men with the straight 
features of the children of Shem, toiling half naked to make 
walls or moulding bricks, while Egyptian slave-drivers stand over 
them with long whips. An inscription on one of these buildings, 
marked with the nam£ of Ramies, mentions the names of the 
nations that were forced to assist, and among them are the Abereon 
or Hebrews : the two cities Pithom and Ramses are also mentioned^ 
the latter named after the King himself. Nothing could be more 
wretched than the state of the sons of Jacob, once free and princely j 
they were fast forgetting the glorious old hopes and promises, and 
jinking into hopeless servitude, with all the evil habits of the 
Egyptians, 
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Now these are the names of the children of Israel, which came into 
Egypt ; every man and his household came with Jacob. 

Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 

Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 

Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 

And all the souls that were sprung of Jacob were seventy souls : for 
Joseph was in Egypt already. 

And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that generation. 

And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and 
multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty ; and the land was filled with 
them. 

Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph. 

And he said unto his people. Behold, the people of the children of Israel 
are more and mightier than we : 

Come on, let us deal wisely with them ; lest they multiply, and it come 
to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our 
enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the land. 

Therefore did they set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their 
burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure-cities, Pithom and Raamses. 

But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. 
And they were grieved because of the children of Israel. 

And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with rigour : 

And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in mortar, and in 
brick, and in all manner of service in the field : all their service, wherein 
they made them serve, was with rigour. 

And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying. Every son that is born ye 
shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive. 



LESSON II. 

THE FINDING OF MOSES. 

B.C. 1 57 1. — Exodus ii. i— -10. 

And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter 
of Levi. 

And the woman bare a son : and when she saw him that he was a goodly 
child, she hid him three months. 

And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bul- 
rushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein ; 
and she laid it in the flags by the river's brink. 

And his sister stood afar off, to wit* what would be done to him. 

And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river ; 

* Know. 
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and her maidens walked along by the river's side ; and when she saw the arlc 
among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. 

And when she had opened it, she saw the child : and, behold, the babe 
wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is one of the 
Hebrews' children. 

Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter. Shall I go and call to thee a 
nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee ? 

And Pharaoh's daughter said to her. Go. And the maid went and called 
the child's mother. 

And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her. Take this child away, and nurse 
it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the chiki, 
and nursed it. 

And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and 
he became her son. And she called his name Moses : and she said, 
Because I drew him out of the water. 



LESSON III. 

THE REJECTION OF MOSES. 

B.C. 1531.— Exodus ii. 11—25. 

And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that lie 
went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens : and he spied an 
Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren. 

And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was 
no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. 

And when he went out the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews 
strove -together : and he said to him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest 
thou thy fellow ? 

And he said. Who made thee a prince and a judge over us ? intendest 
thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian ? And Moses feared, and 
said, Surely this thing is known. 

Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But 
Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian : 
and he sat down by a well. 

Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters : and they came and drew 
water, and filled the troughs to water their father's flock. 

And the shepherds came and drove them away : but Moses stood up and 
helped them, and watered their flock. 

And when they came to Reuel their father, he said. How is it that ve 
are come so soon to-day? 

And they said. An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shep- 
lierds, and also drew water enough for us, and watered the flock. 
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And he said unto his daughters. And where is he ? why is it that ye have 
left the man ? call him, that he may eat bread. 

And Moses was content to dwell with the man : and he gave Moses 
Zipporah his daughter. 

And she bare him a son, and he called his name Gershom*: for he said, 
I have been a stranger in a strange land. 

And it came to pass in process of time that the king of Egypt died : and 
the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and 
their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. 

And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 

And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect 
unto them. 



LESSON IV. 

THE BURNING BUSH. 

B.C. 1 501.— Exodus iii. i — 14. 

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian : and he led the flock to the back side of the desert, and came 
to the mountain of God, .even to Horeb. 

And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of 
the midst of a bush : and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with 
fire, and the bush was not consumed. 

And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the 
bush is not burnt. 

And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto 
him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, 
Here am I. 

And he said, Draw not nigh hither : put off thy shoes from off thy feet, 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. 

Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face ; for he 
was afraid to look upon God. 

And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which 
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters ; for 
I know their sorrows ; 

And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, 
and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a 
land flowing with milk and huney ; unto the place of the Canaanites, 

• Stranger. 
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and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites. 

Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto 
me : and 1 have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress 
them. 

Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. 

And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, 
and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt ? 

And he said, Certainly I will be with thee ; and this shall be a token 
unto thee, that 1 have sent thee : "When thou hast brought forth the people 
out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain. 

And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children 
of Israel, and shall say unto them. The God of your fathers hath sent me 
unto you ; and they shall say to me. What is his name ? what shall I 
say unto them ? 

And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM : and he said, Thus 
shall thou say unto the children of Israel, 1 AM hath sent me unto you. 



LESSON V. 

THE MESSAGE OF MOSES. 

B.C. 1491. — Exodus iii. 15 — 22; iv. 1—9. 

And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the 
children of Israel, The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you : this is 
my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all ^generations. 

Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them. The 
Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, 
appeared unto me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen that which is 
done to you in Egypt : 

And I have said, I will bring yoif up out of the affliction of Egypt unto 
the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with 
milk and honey. 

And they shall hearken to thy voice : and thou shalt come, thou and the 
elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him. The 
Lord God of the Hebrews hath met with us : and now let us go, we 
beseech thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice 
to the Lord our God. 

And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a 
mighty hand. 
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And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders 
which I will do in the midst thereof : and after that he will let you go. 

And I will give this people favour in the sight of the Egyptians : and it 
shall come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty : 

But every woman shall borrow* of her neighbour, and of her that 
sojoumeth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment : 
and ye shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters ; and 
ye shall spoil the Egyptians. 

***♦♦*♦♦ 

And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, 
nor hearken unto my voice : for they will say, The Lord hath not 
appeared unto thee. 

And the Lord said unto him. What is that in thine hand? And he 
said, A rod. 

And he said. Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and 
it became a serpent ; and Moses fled from before it. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the 
tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in 
his hand : 

That they may believe that the Lord God of their fathers, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared 
unto thee. 

And the Lord said furthermore unto him. Put now thine hand into 
thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom : and when he took 
it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow. 

And he said. Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his 
hand into his bosom again ; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, 
it was turned again as his other flesh. 

And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken lo 
the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign. 

And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, 
neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the 
river, and pour it upon the dry land : and the water which thou takest out 
of the river shall become blood upon the dry land. 



LESSON VI. 

THE RETURN OF MOSES. 

B.C. 1491. — Exodus iv. 10 — 23; 27—31. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, + neither 
heretofore, nor smce thou hast spoken unto thy servant : but I am slow of 
speech, and of a slow tongue. 

• This probably means " receive from." f Ready of speech. 
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And the Lord said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth ? or who 
maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not. I 
the Lord? 

Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what 
thou shalt say. 

And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom 
thou wilt send. 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is 
not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And 
also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee : and when he seeth thee, he 
will be glad in his heart. 

And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth : and I 
will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye 
shall do. 

And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people : and he shall be, even 
he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead 
of God. 

And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do Signs. 

And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father-in-law, and said unto 
him, Let me go, I pray ihee, and return unto ray brethren which are 
in Egypt, and see whether they be yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, 
Go in peace. 

And the Lord said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt : for 
all the men are dead which sought thy life. 

And Moses took his wHfe and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and he 
returned to the land of Egypt : and Moses took the rod of God in his hand. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, 
see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in 
thine hand : but I will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go. 

And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my 
son, even my firstborn : 

And I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me : and if thou 
refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn. 

And the LORD said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. 
And he went, and met him in the mount of God, and kissed him. 

And Moses told Aaron all the words of the Lord who had sent him, 
and all the signs which he had commanded him. 

And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the 
children of Israel : 

And Aaron spake all the words which the Lord had spoken unto Moses, 
and did the signs in the sight of the people. 

And the people believed : and when they heard that the Lord had 
visited the children of -Israel, and that he had looked upon their affliction, 
then they bowed their heads and worshipped. 



I 
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LESSON VII. 
THE FIRST ANSWER OF PHARAOH, 

B.C. 149 1. —Exodus v. i — 19. 

And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast 
unto me in the wilderness. 

And Pharaoh said. Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice to let 
Israel go ? I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go. 

And they said, The God of the Hebrews hath met with us : let us go, 
we pray thee, three days* journey into the desert, and sacrifice unto the Lord 
our God ; lest he fall upon us with pestilence, or with the sword. 

And the king of Egypt said unto them, Wherefore do ye, Moses and 
Aaron, let* the people from their works? get you unto your burdens. 

And Pharaoh said, Behold, the people of the land now are many, and ye 
make them rest from their burdens. 

And Pharaoh commanded the same day the taskmasters of the people, 
and their officers, saying. 

Ye shall no more give the people straw to make brick, as heretofore : let 
them go and gather straw for themselves. 

And the tale+ of the bricks, which they did make heretofore, ye shall 
lay upon them; ye shall not diminish ought thereof: for they be idle; 
therefore they cry, saying. Let us go and sacrifice to our God. 

Let there mTore work be laid upon the men, that they may labour therein; 
and let them not regard vain words. 

And the taskmasters of the people went out, and their officers, and 
they spake to the people, saying. Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give 
you straw. 

Go ye, get you straw where ye can find it : yet not ought of your work 
shall be diminished. 

So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to 
gather stubble instead of straw. 

And the taskmasters hasted them, saying, Ful61 your works, your daily 
tasks, as when there was straw. • 

And the officers of the children of Israel, which Pharaoh^s taskmasters 
had set over them, were beaten, and demanded. Wherefore have ye not ful- 
filled your task in making brick both yesterday and to-day, as heretofore? 

Then the officers of the children of*^ Israel came and cried unto Pharaoh, 
saying. Wherefore dealest thou thus with thy servants? 

There is no straw given unto thy servants, and they say to us. Make 
brick : and, behold, thy servants are beaten ; but the fault is in thine 
own people. 

♦ Hinder. t Number tcld or counted. 

H 
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But he said, Ye are idle, ye are idle : therefore ye say, Let us go and do 
sacrifice to the Lord. 

Go therefore now, and work ; for there shall no straw be given you, yet 
shall ye deliver the tale of bricks. 

And the officers of the children of Israel did see that they were in evil 
case, after it was said. Ye shall not minish* ought from your bricks of your 
daily task. 



LESSON VIII. 

THE ENCOURAGEMENT TO MOSES. 

B.C. 1491.^— Exodus v. 20 — 23; vi. i — 9. 

And the officers met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as they 
came forth from Pharaoh : 

And they said unto them. The Lord look upon you, and judge ; because 
ye have made our savour to be abhorred + in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in 
the eyes of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to slay us. 

And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, Lord, wherefore hast thou 
so evil entreated J this people ? why is it that thou hast sent me ? 

For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name he hath done evil to 
this people ; neither hast thou delivered thy people at all. 

Then the Lord said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to 
Pharaoh : for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong 
hand shall he drive them out of his land. 

And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the Lord : 

And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the 
name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known 
to them. 

And I have also established my covenant with them, to give them the 
land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. 

And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom 
the Egyptians keep in bondage ; and I have remembered my covenant. 

Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the Lord, and I will 
bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you 
out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm,§ and 
with great judgments : 

And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God : and 
ye shall know that I am the Lord your God, which bringeth you out from 
under the burdens "of the Egyptians. 

And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear 

* Lessen. t Made us hateful. % lU-treated. % With great power. 
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to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob ; and I will give it you for 
an heritage : I am the Lord. 

And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel : but they hearkened not 
unto Moses for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage. 



LESSON IX. 

THE FIRST PLAGUE.—THE RIVER TURNED TO' BLOOD. 

B.c 1491.— Exodus vii. 8—25. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 

When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, Show a miracle* for you : 
then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, 
and it shall become a serpent. 

And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the 
Lord had commanded : and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and 
before his servants, and it became a serpent. 

Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers : now the 
magicians of Egypt, they also did in like maimer with their enchantments. 

For they cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents : but 
Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods. 

And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he hearkened not unto them; 
as the Lord had said. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh's heart is hardened, he refuseth 
to let the people go. 

Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning ; lo^ he goeth out unto the water ; 
and thou shalt stand by the river's brink against he come ; and the rod 
which was turned to a serpent shalt thou take in thine hand. 

And thou shalt say unto him. The Lord God of the Hebrews hath sent 
me unto thee, sa3dng. Let my people go, that they may serve me in the 
wilderness : and, behold, hitherto thou wouldest not hear. 

Thus saith the Lord, In this thou shalt know that I am the Lord : 
behold, I will smite with the rod that is in mine hand upon the waters 
which are in the river, and they shall be turned to blood. 

And the fish that is in the river shall die, and the river shall stink ; and 
the Egyptians shall lothe to drink of the water of the river. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and 
stretch out thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon their streams, upon 
their rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, that 
they may become blood ; and that there may be blood throughout all the 
land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood, and in vessels of stone. 

And Moses and Aaron did so, as the Lord commanded ; and he lifted 
up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river, in the sight 

* Wonder. 
H 2 
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of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants ; and all the waters that were 
in the river were turned to blood. 

And the fish that was in the river died ; and the river stank, and the 
Egyptians could not drink of the water of the river; and there was blood 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 

And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments : and 
Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither did he hearken unto them ; as the 
Lord had said. 

And Pharaoh turned and went into his house, neither did he set his heart 
to this also. 

And all the Egjrptians digged round about the river for water to drink ; 
for they could not drink of the water of the river. 

And seven days were fulfilled, after that the Lord had smitten the 
river. 



LESSON X. 

THE SECOND PLAGUE,^THE FROGS. 

B.C. 149 1. —Exodus viii. i— 15. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, 
Thus saith the Lord, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 

And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all thy borders 
with frogs : 

And the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and 
come into thine house, and into thy bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and 
into the house of thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, 
and into thy kneading troughs : 

And the frogs shall come up both on thee, and upon thy people, and 
upon all thy servants. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine 
hand with thy rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, 
and cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt. 

And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt ; ana the 
frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt. 

And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs 
upon the land of Egypt. 

Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Intreat the Lord, 
that he may take away the frogs from me, and from my people ; and I will 
let the people go, that they may do sacrifice unto the Lord. 

And Moses said unto Pharaoh, Glory over me : when shall I intreat for 
thee, and for thy servants, and for thy people, to destroy the frogs from 
thee and thy houses, thai they may remain in the river only ? 

And he said. To-morrow. And he said, Be it according to thy word : 
that thou mayest know that there is none like unto the Lord our God. 
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And the frogs shall depart from thee, and from thy houses, and from thy 
servants, and from thy people ; they shall remam in the river only. 

And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh : and Moses cried unto 
the Lord because of the frogs which he had brought against Pharaoh. 

And the Lord did according to the word of Moses ; and the frogs died 
out of the houses, out of the villages, and out of the fields. 

And they gathered them together upon heaps : and the land stank. 

But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his heart, 
and hearkened not unto them; as the Lord had said. 



LESSON XL 

THE THIRD AND FOURTH PLAGUES.-^ LICE AND FLIES. 

B.C. 1491.— Exodus viii. 16—32. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy 
rod, and smite the dust of the land, that it may become lice throughout 
all the land of Egypt. 

And they did so ; for Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and 
smote the dust of the earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast ; 
all the dust of the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 

And the magicians did so with thefr enchantments to bring forth lice, 
but they could not : so there were lice upon man, and upon beast. 

Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of God : and 
Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them ; as the 
Lord had said. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand 
before Pharaoh ; lo, he cometh forth to the water ; and say unto him. Thus 
saith the Lord, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 

Else, if thou wilt not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of 
flies upon thee, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thy 
houses : and the houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies ^ 
and also the ground whereon they are. 

And I will sever in that day the land of Goshen, in which my people 
dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there ; to the end thou mayest know 
that I am the Lord in the midst of the earth. 

And I will put a division between my people and thy people : to morrow 
shall this sign be. 

And the Lord did so ; and there came a grievous swarm of flies into 
the house of Pharaoh, and into his servants* houses, and into all the land 
of Egypt ; the land was corrupted by reason of the swarm of flies. 

And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and said, Go ye, sacrifice 
to vour God in the land. 



to2 SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN. [less. 



And Moses said, It is not meet so to do ; for we shall sacrifice the 
abomination* of the Egyptians to the Lord our God : lo, shall we sacrifice 
the abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will they not 
stone us ? 

We will go three days' journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to the 
Lord our C^xl, as he shall command us. 

And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye may sacrifice to the Lord 
your God in the wilderness ; only ye shall not go very far away : intreat 
for me. 

And Moses said, Behold, I go out from thee, and I will intreat the 
Lord that the swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, 
and from his people, to morrow : but let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any 
more in not letting the people go to sacrifice to the Lord. 

And Moses went out from Pharaoh, and intreated the Lord. 

And the Lord did according to the word of Moses ; and he removed 
the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people; 
there remained not one. 

And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, neither would he let 
the people go. 



LESSON XII. 

THE FIFTH AND SIXTH PLAGUES.— MURRAIN AND BOILS. 

B.C. 149 1. —Exodus ix. i — 12. 

Then the Lord said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh, and tell him 
Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they 
may serve me. 

For if thou refuse to let them go, and wilt hold them still, 

Behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thy cattle which is in the field, 
upon the horses, upon the asses, upon the camels, upon the oxen, and upon 
the sheep : there shall be a very grievous murrain. + 

And the Lord shall severij: between the cattle of Israel and the cattle 
of Egypt : and there shall nothing die of all that is the children's of 
Israel. 

And the Lord appointed a set time, saying, To morrow the Lord shall 
do this thing in the land. 

And the Lord did that thing on the morrow, and all the cattle of Egypt 
died : but of the cattle of the children of Israel died not one. 

And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was not one of the cattle of the 
Israelites dead. And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not 
let the people go. 

* A thing hateful— namely, an idol, 
t Disease. | Separate. 
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And the Lord said unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfuls 
of ashes of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the 
sight of Pharaoh. 

And it shall become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a 
boil breaking forth with blains* upon man, and upon beast, throughout 
all the land of Egypt 

And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh ; and 
Moses sprinkled it up toward heaven ; and it became a boil breaking forth 
with blains upon man, and upon beast. 

And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils ; 
for the boil was upon the magicians, and upon all the Egyptians. 

And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he hearkened not 
unto them ; as the Lord had spoken unto Moses. 



LESSON XIII. 

THE SEVENTH PLAGUE,— THE HAIL. 

B.C. 1491.— Exodus ix. 13—35. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand 
before Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord God of the 
Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 

For I will at this time send all my plagues upon thine heart, and upon 
thy servants, and upon thy people ; that thou mayest know that there is 
none like me in all the earth. 

For now I will stretch out my hand, that I may smite thee and thy people 
with pestilence ; and thou shalt be cut off from the earth. 

And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to shew in thee 
ray power ; and that my name may be declared throughout all the earth. 

As yet exaltest thou thyself against my people, that thou wilt not let 
them go ? 

Behold, to morrow about this time I will cause it to rain a very grievous 
hail, such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even 
until now. 

Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all that thou hast in the 
field ; for upon every man and beast which shall be found in the field, and 
shall not be brought home, the hail shall come down upon them, and they 
shall die. 

He that feared the word of the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh 
made his servants and his cattle flee into the houses : 

And he that regarded not the word of the Lord left his servants and 
his cattle in the field. 

* Blisters. 
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And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch forth thine hand toward heaven, 
that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, 
and upon every herb of the field, throughout the land of Egypt 

And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven : and the Lord sent 
thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground ; and the Lord 
rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 

So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as 
there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 

And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the 
field, both man and beast ; and the hail smote every herb of the field, and 
brake every tree of the field. 

Only in the land of Goshen, w^here the children of Israel were, was there 
no hail. 

And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, 
I have sinned this time : the Lord is righteous, and I and my people are 
wicked. 

Intreat the Lord (for it is enough) that there be no more mighty thun- 
derings and hail ; and I will let you go, and ye shall stay no longer. 

And Moses said unto him. As soon as I am gone out of the city, I will 
spread abroad my hands unto the Lord; and the thunder shall cease, 
neither shall there be any more hail ; that thou mayest know how that the 
earth is the Lord's. 

But as for thee and thy servants, I know that ye will not yet fear the 
Lord God. 

And the flax and the barley was smitten : for the barley was in the ear, 
and the flax was boiled.* 

But the wheat and the rie were not smitten : for they were not gi'own up. 

And Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, and spread abroad his 
hands unto the Lord : and the thunders and hail ceased, and the rain was 
not poured upon the earth. 

And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders were 
ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants. 

And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let the chil- 
dren of Israel go ; as the Lord had spoken by Moses. 



LESSON XIV. 

THE EIGHTH PLAGUE.— THE LOCUSTS, 

B.c 1491.— Exodus x. i — 20. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh : for I have hardened 
his heart, and the heart of his servants, that I might shew these my signs 
before him : 

And that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son*s son, 

* In blossom. 
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what things I have wrought in Egypt, and my signs which I nave done 
among them ; that ye may know how that I am the Lord. 

And Moses and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, and said unto him, Thus 
saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, How long wilt thou refuse to humble 
thyself before me ? let my people go, that they may serve me. 

Else, if thou refuse to let my people go, behold, to-morrow will I bring 
the locusts into thy coast : 

And they shall cover the face of the earth, that one cannot be able to 
see the earth : and they shall eat the residue of that which is escaped, 
which remaineth unto you from the hail, and shall eat every tree which 
groweth for you out of the field : 

And they shall fill thy houses, and the houses of all thy servants, and the 
houses of all the Egyptians; which neither thy fathers, nor thy fathers* 
fathers have seen since the day that they were upon the earth unto this 
day. And he turned himself, and went out from Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh's servants said unto him, How long shall this man be a 
snare unto us? let the men go, that they may serve the Lord their God : 
knowest thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed ? 

And Moses and Aaron were brought again unto Pharaoh : and he said 
unto them, Go, serve the Lord your God : but who are they that shall go ? 

And Moses said. We will go with our young and with our old, with our 
sons and with our daughters, with our flocks and with our herds will we 
go ; for we must hold a feast unto the Lord. 

And he said unto them, Let the Lord be so with you, as I will let you 
go, and your little ones : look to it ; for evil is before you. 

Not so : go now ye that are men, and serve the Lord ; for that ye did 
desire. And they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the land of 
Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up upon the land of Egypt, and 
eat every herb of the land, even all that the nail hath left. 

And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of Egypt, and the 
Lord brought an east wind upon the land all that day, and all that night ; 
and when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts. 

And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and rested in all the 
coasts of Egypt : very grievous were they; before them there were no such 
locusts as they, neither after them shall be such. 

For they covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land was 
darkened ; and they did eat every herb of the land, and all the fruit of the 
trees which the hail had left : and there remained not any green thing in 
the trees, or in the herbs of the field, through all the land of Egypt. 

Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste ; and he said, I have 
sinned against the Lord your God, and against you. 

Now therefore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this once» and intreat 
the Lord your God, that he may take away from me this death only. 

And he went out from Pharaoh, and intreated the Lord. 

And the Lord turned a mighty strong west wind, which took away the 
locusts, and cast them into the Red Sea ; there remained not one locust in 
all the coasts of Egypt 

But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the 
children of Israel go. 
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LESSON XV. 

THE NINTH PLAGUE,— DARKNESS, 

B.C. 1491. — Exodus x. 21 — 29 ; xi. i — 8. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretct out thine hand toward heaven, 
that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which 
may be feh. 

And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven ; and there was a 
thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days : 

They saw not one another, neither rose any from his place for three days : 
but all the children of Israel had light m their dwellings. 

And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, Go ye, serve the Lord ; 
only let your flocks and your herds be stayed : let your little ones also 
go with you. 

And Moses said, Thou must give us also sacrifices and burnt offerings, 
that we may sacrifice unto the Lord our God. 

Our cattle also shall go with us ; there shall not an hoof be left behind ; 
for thereof must we take to serve the Lord our God ; and we know not 
with what we must serve the Lord, until we come thither. 

But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let them go. 

And Pharaoh said unto him, Get thee from me, take heed to thyself, see 
my face no more ; for in that day thou seest my face thou shalt die. 

And Moses said. Thou hast spoken well, I will see thy face again no more. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Yet will I bring one plague more upon 
Pharaoh, and upon Egjrpt ; afterwards he will let you go hence : when he 
shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether. 

Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow* of his 
neighbour, and every woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver, and jewels 
of gold. 

And the Lord gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians. 
Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the 
sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the people. 

And Moses said. Thus saith the Lord, About midnight will I go out 
into the midst of Egypt : 

And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the maid- 
servant that is behind the mill ; and all the firstborn of beasts. 

And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as 
there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more. 

But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his 
tongue, against man or beast .: that ye may know how that the Lord doth 
put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel. 

* Receive. 
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And all these thy servants shall come down unto me, and bow down 
themselves unto me, saying, Get thee out, and all the people that follow 
thee : and after that I ^1 go out. And he went out from Pharaoh in a 
great anger. 



LESSON XVI. 

THE TENTH PLAGUE.— THE DEA TH OF THE FIRSTBORN. 

B.C. 1491.— Exodus xii. 1,2, 19—29. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of £g3i>t, 
saying, 

This month shall be unto you the beginning of months : it shall be the 
first month of the year to you. 

Seven days shall there be no leaven * found in your houses : for who- 
soever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from 
the congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or bom in the land. 

Ye shall eat nothing leavened ; in all your habitations shall ye eat 
unleavened bread. 

Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them. 
Draw out and take you a lamb according to your . families, and kill the 
passover. 

And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in 
the bason, and strike the lintel t and the two side posts with the blood 
that is in the bason : and none of you shall go out at the door of his 
house until the momii^. ' ^ 

For the Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians ; and when he 
seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the Lord will 
pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your 
houses to smite you. 

And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons 
for ever. 

And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to the land which the Lord 
will give you, according as he hath promised, that ye shall keep this 
service. 

And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you. What 
mean ye by this service ? 

That ye shall say. It is the sacrifice of the Lord's passover, who passed 
over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the 
Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head 
and worshipped. 

* Sour dough reserved from the last baking to make the new dough rise or ferment 
f The cross'piece of wood on the top of the doorway. 
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And the children of Israel went away, and did as the Lord had com- 
manded Moses and Aaron, so did they. 

And it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all the firstborn 
in the land of Egypt, from the firstU>m of Pharaoh that sat on his throne 
unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon ; and all the 
firstborn of cattle. 



LESSON XVIL 

THE EXODUS. 

B.C. 149 1. — Exodus xii. 29 — 39, 42 ; xiii. 17 — 22. 

And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the 
Egyptians ; and there was a great cry in Egypt ; for there was not a house 
where there was not one dead. 

And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said. Rise up, and get 
you forth from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel ; and 
go, serve the Lord, as ye have said. 

Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone ; and 
bless me also. 

And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send 
them out of the land in haste ; for they said, We be all dead men. 

And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading- 
troughs* being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. 

And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses ; and they 
borrowed of the Egj^tians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment : 

And the L(»rd gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so 
that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled 
the Egyptians. 

And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth,+ about 
six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children. 

And a mixed multitude went up also with them ; and flocks, and herds, 
even very much cattle. 

And they baked imleavened cakes of the dough which they brought 
forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened ; because they were thrust out 
of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves 

any victual 

* * * * * * 

It is a night to be much observed unto the Lord for bringing them out 
from the land of Egj'pt : this is that night of the Lord to 1^ observed of 

all the children of Israel in their generations. 

♦ ♦♦•♦♦ 

And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led 
them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was 

* Probably round wooden bowls for mixing dough in. t The booths. 
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near ; for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent * when they see 
war, and they return to Egypt : 

But God led the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the 
Red Sea : and the children of Israel went up harnessed t out of the land 
of Egypt. 

And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him : for he had straitly 
swoni the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you ; and ye 
shall carry up my bones away hence with you. 

And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in 
the edge of the wilderness. 

And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead 
them the way ; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light ; to go 
by day and night : 

He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by 
night, from before flie people. 



LESSON XVIII. 



THE RED SEA. 



B.C. 149 1. —Exodus xiv. i— 18. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 

Speak unto the children of Israel, that they turn and encamp before 
Pi-hahiroth,+ between Migdol§ and the sea, over against Baal-zephon: 
before it shall ye encamp by the sea. 

For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are entangled 
in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in. 

And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after them; 
and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host ; that the 
Egyptians may know that I am the Lord. And they did so. 

And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled : and the heart of 
Pharaoh and of his servants was turned against the people, and they said. 
Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us ? 

And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him : 

And he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, 
and captains over every one of them. * 

And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he 
pursued after the children of Israel : and the children of Israel went out 
with an high hand. 

But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of 
Pharaoh, and his horsemen, apd his army, and overtook them encamping 
by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-zephon. 



* Change their mind. 
} The place of refuge. 



t In armour, or five in a rank. 
{ The watch-tower. 
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And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up theu* eyes, 
and, behold, the Egyptians marche<^ after them ; and they were sore afraid : 
and the children of Israel cried out unto the Lord. 

And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, 
hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness ? wherefore hast thou dealt 
thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt ? 

Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, 
that we may serve the Egyptians ? For it had been better for us to serve 
the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness. 

And Moses said unto the people. Fear ye not, stand still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to you to day : for the Egyptians 
whom ye have seen to dav, ye shall see them again no more for ever. 

The Lord shall fight lot you, and ye shall hold your peace. 

And the Lord said unto Mosesi Wherefore criest thou unto me ? speak 
unto the children of Israel, that they go forward : 

But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, 
and divide it : and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through 
the midst of the sea. 

And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall 
follow them : and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his 
host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 

And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gotten 
me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 



LESSON XIX. 

THE DROWNING OF THE EGYPTIANS. 

B.C. 1 49 1. — Exodus xiv. 19 — 31. 

And the angel of God, which went before the camp orisrael, removed 
and went behind them ; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their 
face, and stood behind them : 

And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel : 
and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these : 
so that the one came not near the other all the night. 

And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea ; and the Lord caused 
the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea 
dry land, and the waters were divided. 

And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry 
ground : and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on 
their left 

And the Egyptians pursued, and went in unto them to the midst of the 
sea, even all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 
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And it came to pass,. that in the morning watch the Lord looked unto 
the host of the Egjrptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and 
troubled the host of the Egyptians, 

And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily : so that 
the Egyptians said. Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the Lord 
fighteth for them against the Egyptians. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that 
the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and 
upon their horsemen. 

And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned 
to his strength when the morning appeared ; and the Eg)rptians fled against 
it ; and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 

And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, 
and all the hosts of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there 
remained not so much as one of them. 

But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the 
sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on 
their left. 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; 
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. 

And Israel saw that great work which the Lord did upon the Eg)q3tians ; 
and the people feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, and his servant 
Moses. 



LESSON XX.* 

THE SONG OF MOSES. 

B.C. 149 1. — EXOD. XV. 1—20. 

Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the Lord, 
and spake, saying, 

I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously : 

The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and song, 

And he is become nay salvation : 

He is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation ; 

My father's God, and J will exalt him. 

The Lord is a man of war : the Lord is his name. 

Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea : 

His chosen captains also are drowned in the Red Sea. 

The depths have covered them : 

They sank into the bottom as a stone. 

* Perhaps this had better npt be read with the younger unes. 
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Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power : 

Thy right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. 

And in the greatness of thine excellency Uiou hast overthrown them 

that rose up against thee : 
Thou sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble. 
And with the blast of diy nostrils the waters were gathered together, 
The floods stood upright as a heap, 
And the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea. 
The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, 
I will divide the spoil ; my lust shall be satisfied upon them ; 
I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them. 
Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them : 
They sank as lead in the mighty waters. 
Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? 
Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, 
Fearful in praises, doing wonders ? 

Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth swallowed them. 
Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast 

redeemed : 
Thou hast guided them in thy .strength unto thy holy habitation. 
The people shall hear, and be afraid : 
Sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants of Palestina. 
Then the dukes* of £dom shall be amazed; 
The mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them ; 
All the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away. 
Fear and dread shall fall upon them ; 

By the greatness of thine arm they shall be as still as a stone ; 
Till thy people pass over, O Lord, till the people pass over, which 

thou hast purchased. 
Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine 

inheritance. 
In the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in. 
In the Sanctuary, t O Lord, which thy hands have ebtablished. 
The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. 
For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with his 

horsemen into the sea. 
And the Lord brought again the waters of the sea upon them ; 
But the children of Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea. 

And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel t 
in her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and 
with dances. 

* Chiefs. f Holy place. 

X Timbreb wn« small round plates of brass that were clashed together. 
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LESSON XXL 

THE WILDERNESS. 

B.C. 1491. — Exodus xv. 22 — 27; xvi. i — 12* 

So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the 
wilderness of Shur ; and they went three days in the wilderness and found 
no water. 

And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of 
Marah, for they were bitter : therefore the name of it was called Marah. * 

And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink ? 

And he cried unto the Lord ; and the Lord shewed him a tree, which 
when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet : there he 
made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved f them. 

And said. If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy 
God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his 
commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases 
upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians : for I am the Lord 
that healeth thee. 

And they came to Elim,J where were twelve wells of water, and three- 
score and ten palm trees-: and they encamped there by the waters. 

And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the 
children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Klim 
and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing 
out of the land of Egypt : 

And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against 
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness : 

And the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died 
by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh- 
pots, and when we did eat bread to the full ; for ye have brought us forth 
into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger. 

Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven 
for you ; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, 
that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no. 

And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth day they shall prepare that 
which they bring in ; and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily. 

And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children of Israel, At even, 
then ye. shall know that the Lord hath brought you out from the land 
of Egypt. 

And in the morning, then ye shall sec the glory of the Lord ; for that 
he heareth your murmurings against the Lord : and what are we, that ye 
murmur against us ? 

*" Bitter. f Began their trial } Sheepfoldi. 

1 



^ 



1 1 4 SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN, [less. 



And Moses said, This shall be, when the Lord shall give you in the 
evening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the full ; for that the 
Lord heareth your murmurings which ye murmur against him : and what 
are we ? your murmurings are not against us, but against the Lord. 

And Moses spake imto Aaron, Say unto all the congregation of the 
children of Israel, Come near before the Lord : for he hath heard your 
murmurings. 

And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole congregation of the 
children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, 
the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel : speak unto them, 
saying. At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled 
with bread; and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God. 



LESSON XXII. 

THE MANNA. 

B.C. 1491. — Exodus xvi. 13—31. 

And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up and covered the 
camp : and in the morning the dew lay round about the host. 

And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the 
wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on 
the ground. 

And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is 
manna : for they wist* not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This 
is the bread which the Lord hath given you to eat. 

This is the thing which the Lord hath commanded. Gather of it every 
man according to his eating, an omer f for every man, according to the 
number of your persons; take ye every man for them which are in 
his tents. 

And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some more, some less. 

And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had 
nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack ; they gathered every 
man according to his eating. 

And Moses said. Let no man leave of it till the morning. 

Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses ; but some of them left 
of it until the morning, and it bred worms and stank : and Moses was 
wroth with them. 

And they gathered it every morning, every man according to his eating : 
and when the sun waxed hot, it melted. 

* Knew. t A measure of about five pio^ 
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And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered twice as much 
bread, two omers for one man ; and all the rulers of the congregation came 
and told Moses. 

And he said unto them, This is that which the Lord hath said. To 
morrow is the rest of the holy sabbath unto the Lord : bake that which 
ye will bake to-day, and seethe* that ye will seethe; and that which 
remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until the morning. 

And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade : and it did not 
stink, neither was there any worm therein. 

And Moses said. Eat that to day; for to day is a sabbath unto the 
Lord : to day ye shall not find it in the field. 

Six days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day, which is the sabbath, 
in it there shall be none. 

And it came to pass, that there went out some of the people on the 
seventh day for to gather, and they found none. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my com- 
mandments and my laws ? 

See, for that the Lord hath given you the sabbath, therefore he giveth 
you on the sixth day the bread of two days ; abide ye every man in his 
place, let no man go out of his place on the seventh day. 

So the people rested on the seventh day. 

And the house of Israel called the name thereof Manna: and it was 
like coriander seed, white : and the taste of it was like wafers made w'th 
honey. 



LESSON XXIII. 

THE WA TER OF MASSAH AND THE BA TTLE OF RE PHI DIM. 

B.C. 1491. — Exodus xvii. 

And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the 
wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment of 
the Lord, and pitched in Rephidim;+ and there was no water for the 
people to drink. 

Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said. Give us water that 
we may drink. And Moses said unto them. Why chide ye with me? 
wherefore do ye tempt the Lord ? 

And the people thirsted there for water ; and the people murmured 
against Moses, and said. Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up 
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst ? 

And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying. What shall I do unto this 
people ? they be almost ready to stone me. 



* Boil. t Places of rest 

I 2 
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And the Lord said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with 
thee of the elders of Israel ; and thy rod, wherewith tibou smotest the river, 
take in thine liand, and go. 

Behold, I will stand biefore thee there upon the rock in Horeb \ and thou 
shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that tne people 
may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

And he called the name of the place Massah,* and Meribah,+ because 
of the chiding of the people of Israel, and because they tempted the Lord, 
saying. Is the Lord among us, or not ? 

Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 

And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with 
Amalek : to-morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God 
in mine hand. 

So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek : and 
Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 

And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: 
and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 

But Moses' hands were heavy ; and they took a stone, and put it under 
him, and he sat thereon ; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one 
on the one side, and the otlier on the other side ; and his hands were steady 
until the going down of the sun. 

And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the 
sword. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, 
and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua : for I will utterly put out the remem- 
brance of Amalek from imder heaven. 

And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovah-nissi : :|: 

For he said, Because the Lord hath sworn that the Lord will have war 
with Amalek from generation to generation. 



LESSON XXIV. 

THE APPOINTMENT OF THE RULERS. 

B.C. 1 49 1. — Exodus xviii. 

When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father in law, heard of all 
that God had done for Moses, and for Israel his people, and that the Lord 
had brought Israel out of Egypt ; 

Then Jethro, Moses' father in law, took Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he 
had sent her back, 

And her two sons ; of which the name of the one was Gershom; for he 
said, I have been an alien in a strange land : 

* Temptation. t Strife. X The Lord is my banner. 
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And the name of the other was Eliezer; for the God of my fiather, said 
he, was mine help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh : 

And Jethro, Moses' father in law, came with his sons and his wife unto 
Moses into the wilderness, where he encamped at ther mount of God : 

And he said unto Moses, I thy father in law Jethro am come unto thee, 
and thy wife, and her two sons with her. 

And Moses went out to meet his father in law, and did obeisance, and 
kissed him ; and they asked each other of their welfare ; and they came 
into the tent 

And Moses told his father in law all that the Lord had done unto 
Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel's sake, and all the travail that had 
come upon them by the way, and how the Lord delivered them. 

And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which the Lord had done to 
Israel, whom he had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians. 

And Jethro said, Blessed be the Lord, who hath delivered you out of 
the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath 
delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians. 

Now I know that the Lord is greater than all gods : for in the thing 
wherein they dealt proudly he was above thenu 

And Jethro, Moses' father in law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices for 
God : and Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, to eat bread with 
Moses' father in law before God. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people : 
and the people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening. 

And when Moses' father in law saw all that he did to the people, he 
said, What is this thing that thou doest to the people ? why sittest thou 
thyself alone, and all the people stand by thee from morning unto even ? 

And Moses said unto his father in law, Because the people come unto me 
to enquire of God : 

When they have a matter, they come unto me ; and I judge between one 
and another, and I do make them know the statutes of God, and his laws. 

And Moses' father in law said unto him, The thing that thou doest is 
not good. 

Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this people that is with 
thee : for this thing is too heavy for thee ; and thou art not able to perform 
it thyself alone. 

Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, and God shall be 
with thee : Be thou for the people to God-ward, that thou mayest bring the 
causes unto God: 

And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew them 
the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do. 

Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear 
God, men of truth, hating covetousness ; and place such over them, to be 
rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers 
of tens: 

And let them judge the people at all seasons : and it shall be, that every 
great matter they shall bring unto thee, but every small matter they shall 
judge : so shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall bear the burden 
with thee. 
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If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt 
be able to endure, and all this people shall also go to their place in peace. 

So Moses hearkened to the voice of his father in law, and did all that he 
had said. 

And Moses let his father in law depart ; and he went his way unto his 
own land. 



LESSON XXV. 

MOUNT SINAI. 

B.c 149 1. — Exodus xix. i — 15. 

In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out 
of the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai. 

For they were departed from Rephidim, and were come to the desert of 
Sinai, and had pitched in the wilderness ; and there Israel camped before 
the mount. 

And Moses went up unto God, and the Lord called unto him out of the 
mountain, saying. Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the 
children of Israel ; 

Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you 
on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself. 

Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 
then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people : for all the 
earth is mine. 

And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. 
These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. 

And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before 
their faces all these words which the Lord commanded him. 

And all the people answered together, and said. All that the Lord hath 
spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto 
the Lord. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, 
that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee for ever. 
And Moses told the words of the people unto the Lord. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them 
to day and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes. 

And be ready against the third day : for the third day the Lord will 
come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai. 

And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying. Take 
heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border 
of it : whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death : 

There shall not be an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or 
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shot through ; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live : when the 
trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount. 

And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and sanctified 
the people ; and they washed their clothes. 

And he said unto the people. Be ready against the third day. 



LESSON XXVI. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

B.C 1 49 1. — Exodus xix. 16 — 25 ; xx. i — 21. 

And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were 
thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice 
of the trumpet exceeding loud ; so that all the people that was in the 
camp trembled. 

And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God ; 
and they stood at the nether part of the mount. 

And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the Lord 
descended upon it in fire : and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke 
of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly. 

And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and 
louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice. 

And the Lord came down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount : 
and the L9RD called Moses up to the top of the mount ; and Moses 
went up. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest they 
break through unto the Lord to gaze, and many of them perish. 

And let the priests also, which come near to the Lo^ld, sanctify them- 
selves, lest the Lord break forth upon them. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, The people cannot come up to mount 
Sinai: for thou chargedst us, saying. Set bounds about the mount, and 
sanctify it. 

And the Lord said unto him, Away, get thee down, and thou shalt come 
up, thou, and Aaron with thee : but let not the priests and the people 
break through to come up unto the Lord, lest he break forth upon them. 

So Moses went down unto the people, and spake imto them. 

And God spake all these words, saying, 

I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of 
any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 
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is in the water under the earth : ihou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 
nor serve them : for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them that hate me, and shewing mercy unto thousands of them 
that love me, and keep my commandments. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain ; for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six da^ shalt thou 
labour, and do all thy work : but the seventh day is the sabbath of the 
Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, thy manservsmt, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates. For in six da)rs the I^ord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day : 
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it 

Honour thy father and thy mother : that thy days may be long upon 
the land which the Lord- thy God giveth thee. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor 
his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's. 

And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the 
noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking : and when the people 
saw it, they removed, and stood afewr off. 

And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear : but 
let not God speak with us, lest we die. 

And Moses said unto the people. Fear not : for God is come to prove 
youj and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not. 

And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near imto the thick 
darkness where God was. 



LESSON XXVII. 

THE PROMISE, 

Exodus xxii. 20—33 ; xxiv. i, 2. 

B.C. 1 49 1. — After the utterance of the ten eternal commands, 
which were heard by the whole congregation, the terrified people 
were allowed to withdraw^ while out of the thick darkness the 
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Almighty continued to address Moses ^ who thus became the mediator; 
that is, he who stood between the two parties to the covenant. For, 
besides the ten great laws, there were other rules to be laid down to 
bind the Israelites, the heads of which were here given to Moses, 
to be sworn to by the Israelites, and afterwards to be explained 
more in detail. Some related to justice and mercy, some to religious 
worship, and it seems probable that many were directed to the 
immediate needs of the people, and to the putting a stop to habits 
connected with idolatry that they had brought from Egypt All 
were more fully dwelt upon later, but these rules as well as the 
cominandments were part of the terms required of Israel as their 
side of the covenant. On His side, thus continued the promise of 
the Almighty Lord their God: — 

Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and 
to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. 

Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not ; for he will not 
pardon your transgressions : for my name is in him. 

But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak ; then 
I will be an enemy imto thine enemies, and an adversary imto thine 
adversaries. 

For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, 
and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites : and I will cut them off. 

Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do after 
their works : but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, and quite break down 
their images. 

And ye shall serve the Lord your God, and he shall bless thy bread, 
and thy water ; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee. 

There shall nothing be barren in thy land ; the number of thy days 
I will fulfil. 

I will send my fear before thee, and will destroy all the people to whom 
thou shalt come, and I will make all thine enemies turn their backs 
unto thee. 

And I will send hornets before thee, which shall drive out the Hivite, 
the Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before thee. 

I will not drive them out from before thee in one year; lest the land 
become desolate, and the beast of the field multiply against thee. 

By little and little I will drive them out from before thee, imtil thou be 
increased, and inherit the land. 

And I will set thy bounds from the Red Sea even unto the sea of the 
Philistines, and from the desert unto the river: for I will deliver the 
inhabitants of the land into your hand ; and thou shalt drive them out 
before thee. 

Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their gods. 

They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin against me : for 
if thou serve their gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee. 

And he said unto Moses, Come up unto the I^ord, thou, and Aaron, 
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Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel ; and worship 
ye afar off. 

And Moses alone shall come near the Lord : but they shall not c ome 
nigh ; neither shall the people go up with him. 



LESSON XXVIII. 

THE COVENANT, 

B.C. 1 49 1. — Exodus xxiv. 3 — 18. 

And Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord, and all 
the judgments : and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All 
the. words which the Lord hath said will we do. 

And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord, and rose up early in the 
morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according 
to the twelve tribes of Israel. 

And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which offered burnt 
offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto the Lord. 

And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basons ; and half of the 
blood he sprinkled on the altar. 

And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the 
people : and they said. All that the Lord hath said will we do, and 
be obedient. 

And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on thejjeople, and said. 
Behold the blood of the covenant, which the Lord hath made with you 
concerning all these words. 

Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of 
the elders of Israel : 

And they saw the God of Israel : and there was under his feet as it were 
a paved work of a sapphire* stone, and as it were the body of heaven in 
his clearness. 

And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand : also 
they saw God, and did eat and drink. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be 
there : and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments 
which I have written ; that thou mayest teach them. 

And Moses rose up, and his minister+ Joshua : and Moses went up into 
the mount of God. 

And he said unto the elders. Tarry ye here for us, until we come again 
unto you : and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with you ; if any man have 
any matters to do, let him come unto them, 

* A precious stone of beautiful blue. t Attendant. 
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And Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud covered the mount 

And the glory of the Lord abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it six days : and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the 
midst of the cloud. 

And the sight of the glory of the Lord was like devouring fire on the top 
of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel. 

And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into 
the moimt : and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights. 



LESSON XXIX. 

THE GOLDEN CALF. 

Exodus xxxi. 18 ; xxxii. i — 14. 

B.C. 149 1. — Moses continued in the cloud upon the 7nountain forty 
days and nights without foody either sustained by the presence 
of God or by the grace of that meat whereof he had partaken at 
the Feast of the Old Testament {if it may so be called). This 
great fast was in some mysterious way connected with the 
hallowing of the covenant^ as our covenant likewise was brought 
in with a forty day^ fast on the part of our Mediator. During 
that time also Moses received instructions respecting the priesthood 
and the place of worship — nay^ more than instructions ^ for he was 
told, ^^ And look that thou mcike them after their pattern, which was 
shewed thee in the mount ^^ {Ex. xxv., xxvi. 40) y whence we have 
the authority of St. Paul {Heb. viii. 51) for understanding that 
he beheld a revelation of the Holy Place in Heaven, whereof he was 
to construct a feeble model, as it were, to train the faith of Israel 
upon earth. Of the details of the directions he then received, and 
of their significance, more shall be said hereafter. The great fast 
was concluded thus : — 

And the Lord gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of com- 
muning with him upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony,* tables 
of stone, written with the finger of God. 

And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the 
mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto 
him. Up, make us gods, which shall go before us ; for as for this Moses, 
the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wotf not what i? 
become of him. 

• Witness. t Know. 
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And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in 
the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring 
them unto me. 

And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, 
and brought them unto Aaron. 

And he received them at their hand, and fashioned* it with a graving f 
tool, after he had made it a molten :{: calf: and they said. These be thy 
gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it, and Aaron made 
proclamation, and said. To morrow is a feast to the Lord. 

And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and 
brought peace offerings ; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and 
rose up to play. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go, get thee down ; for thy people, 
which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted them- 
selves : 

They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded 
them : they have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and 
have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which 
have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it 
is a stiffnecked people : 

Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, 
and that I may consume them : and I will make of thee a great nation. 

And Moses besought the Lord his God, and said, Lord, why doth thy 
wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the 
land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand ? 

Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he 
bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from 
the face of the earth ? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil 
against thy people. 

Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou 
swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed, 
as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I liave spoken of will I give 
unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever. 

And the Lord repented § of the evil which he thought to do unto his 

people. 

* Shaped. t Engraving. 

X Formed by melting. § Changed purpose. 
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LESSON XXX. 

THE PUNISHMENT OF IDOLATRY. 

B.C. 1491. — Exodus xxxii. 15 — 29. 

And Moses turned and went down from the mount, and the two tables of 
the testimony were in his hand : the tables were written on both their sides ; 
on the one side and on the other were they written. 

And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing 
of God, graven upon the tables. 

And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said 
unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. 

And he said. It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither 
is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome : but the noise of them 
that sing do I hear. 

And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw 
the calf, and the dancing : and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the 
tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount. 

And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and 
ground it to powder, and strawed it upon the water, and made the children 
of Israel drink it. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou 
hast brought so great a sin upon them ? 

And Aaron said. Let not the anger of my lord wax hot : thou knowest 
the people, that they are set on mischief. 

For they said unto me. Make us gods, which shall go before us : for as 
for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we 
wot not what is become of him. 

And I said unto them. Whosoever hath any gold, let them break it 
off. So they gave it me : then I cast it into the fire, and there came out 
this calf 

And when Moses saw that the people were naked ; (for Aaron had made 
them naked unto their shame among their enemies :) 

Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the 
Lord's side ? let him come unto me. And aJl the sons of Levi gathered 
themselves together unto him. 

And he said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Put every 
man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout 
the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, 
and every man his neighbour. 

And the children of Levi did according to the word of Moses : and there 
fell of the people that day three thousand men. 

For Moses had said. Consecrate yourselves to day to the Lord, even 
every man upon his son, and upon his brother ; that he may bestow upon 
you a blessing this day. 



J 
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LESSON XXXI. 

MOSES* INTERCESSION. 

B.C. 1491. — Exodus xxxii. 30—35; xxxiii. i — 17. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the people, Ye 
have sinned a great sin : and now I will go up unto the Lord ; per- 
adventure I shall make an atonement for your sin. 

And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said. Oh, this people have 
sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. 

Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin — ; and if not, blot me, I pray 
thee, out of thy book which thou hast wiitten. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him 
will I blot out of my book. 

Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken 
unto thee : behold, mine Angel shall go before thee : nevertheless in the 
day when I visit I will visit their sin upon them. 

And the Lord plagued the people, because they made the calf, which 
Aaron made. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Depart, and go up hence, thou and the 
people which thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land 
which I sware unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, sajring, Unto thy 
seed will I give it : 

And I will send an angel before thee ; and I will drive out the Canaanite, 
the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the 
Jebusite : 

Unto a land flowing with milk and honey : for I will not go up in the 
midst of thee ; for thou art a stifihecked* people : lest I consume thee in 
the way. 

And when the people heard these evil tidings, they mourned : and no 
man did put on him his ornaments. 

For the Lord had said unto Moses, Say unto the children of Israel, Ye 
are a stiffnecked people : I will come up into the midst of thee in a 
moment, and consume thee : therefore now put off thy ornaments from 
thee, that I may know what to do unto thee. 

And the children of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments by the 
mount Horeb. 

And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it without the camp, afar 
off from the camp, and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation, f 
And it came to pass, that every one which sought the Lord went out unto 
the tabernacle of the congregation, which was without the camp. 

* Obstinate. t Meeting. 
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And it came to pass, when Moses went out unto the tabernacle, that all 
the people rose up, and stood every man at his tent door, and looked after 
Moses, until he was gone into the tabernacle. 

And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy 
pillar descended, and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the Lord 
talked with Moses. 

And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle door : 
and all the people rose up and worshipped, every man in his tent door. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto 
his friend. And he turned again into the camp : but his servant Joshua, 
the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, See, thou sayest unto me. Bring up this 
people : and thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt send with me. 
Yet thou hast said, I know thee by name, and thou hast also found grace 
in my sight 

Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, shew me 
now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight : 
and consider that this nation is thy people. 

And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. 

And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not 
up hence. 

For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found 
grace in thy sight ? is it not in that thou goest with us ? so shall we 
be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the 
face of the earth. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast 
spoken : for thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name. 



LESSON XXXII. 

THE SECOND FAST OF MOSES. 

B.C. 1 49 1. — Exodus xxxiii. 18 — 23 ; xxxiv. i — 10, and 27, 28. 

And Moses said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. 

And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will 
proclaim the name of the Lord before thee ; and will be gracious to whom 
I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. 

And he said. Thou canst not see my face : for there shall no man see me, 
and live. 

And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand 
upon a rock : 
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And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put 
thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with mine hand while I 
pass by : 

And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts : but 
my face shall not be seen. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto 
the first : and I will write upon these tables the words that were in the first 
tables, which thou brakest. 

And be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning unto mount 
Sinai, and present thyself there to me in the top of the mount 

And no man shall come up with thee, neither let any man be seen 
throughout all the mount; neither let the flocks nor herds feed before 
that mount. 

And he hewed two tables of stone like imto the first ; and Moses rose up 
early in the morning, and went up unto mount Sinai, as the Lord had 
commanded him, and took in his hand the two tables of stone. 

And the Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name of the Lord. 

And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, Thg Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth. 

Keeping mercy for thousan'ds, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty ; visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third 
and to the fourth generation. 

And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the earth, and 
worshipped. 

And he said, If now I have found grace in thy sight, O Lord, let my 
Lord, I pray thee, go among us ; for it is a stiflhecked people ; and pardon 
our iniquity and our sin, and take us for thine inheritance. 

And he said. Behold I make a covenant : before all thy people I will do 
marvels, such as have not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation ; 
and all the people among which thou art shall see the work of the Lord : 
for it is a terrible thing that I will do with thee. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Write thou these words : for after the 
tenor of these words I have made a covenant with thee and with Israel. 

And he was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights; he did 
neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the 
words of the covenant, the ten commandments. 
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LESSON XXXIII. 

THE SECOND RETURN OF MOSES. 

B.C. 1491. — Exodus xxxiv. 29—35 ; xxxv. i — 10. 

And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with 
the two tables of testimony in Moses* hand, when he came down from the 
mount, that Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he talked 
with him. 

And when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the 
skin of his face shone ; and they were afraid to come nigh him. 

And Moses called unto them ; and Aaron and all the rulers of the con- 
gregation returned imto him: and Moses talked with them. 

And afterward all the children of Israel came nigh : and he gave them 
in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him in mount Sinai. 

And till Moses had done speaking with them, he put a vail on his face. 

But when Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he took 
the vail off, until he came out. And he came out, and spake unto the 
children of Israel that which he was commanded. 

And the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of 
Moses* face shone : and Moses put the vail upon his face again, until he 
went in to speak with him. 

And Moses gathered all the congregation of the children of Israel 
together, and said unto them. These are the words which the Lord hath 
commanded, that ye should do them. 

Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be to 
you an holy day, a sabbath of rest to the Lord : whosoever doeth work 
therein shall be put to death. 

Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations upon the sabbath day. 

And Moses spake unto all the congr^ation of the children of Israel, 
saying, This is the thing which the Lord. commanded, saying, 

Take ye from among you an offering unto the Lord : whosoever is of a 
willing heart, let him bring it, an offering of the Lord ; gold, and silver, 
and brass. 

And blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats* hair. 

And rams* skins dyed red, and badgers* * skins, and shittim wood, 

And oil for the light, and spices for anointing oil, and for the sweet 
incense. 

And onyx stones, and stones to be set for the ephod, and for the 
breastplate. 

And every wise hearted among you shall come, and make all that the 
Lord hath commanded. 



* Antelopes, probably, 
K 
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LESSON XXXIV* 

THE OFFERINGS FOR THE SANCTUARY. 

B.C. 1491.— Exodus xxxv. 20 — 35, 

And all the congregation of the children of Israel departed from the 
presence of Moses. 

And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one 
whom his spirit made willing, and they brought the Lord's offering to the 
work of the tabernacle of the congregation, and for all his service, and for 
the holy garments. 

And they came, both men and women, as many as were willing hearted, 
and brought bracelets, and earrings, and rings, and tablets, all jewels of 
gold : and every man that offered, offered an offering of gold imto the Lord. 

And every man, with whom was found blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 
fine linen and goats' hair, and red skin of rams, and badgers' skins, 
brought them. 

Every one that did offer an offering of silver and brass brought the 
Lord's offering ; and every man, with whom was found shittim wood for 
any work of the service, brought it. 

And all the women that were wise hearted did spin with their hands, 
and brought that which they had spun, both of blue, and of purple, and of 
scarlet, and of fine linen. 

And all the women whose heart stirred them up in wisdom spun goats' hair. 

And the rulers brought on)rx stones, and stones to be set, for the ephod, 
and for the breastplate ; 

And spice, and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the 
sweet incense. 

The children of Israel brought a willing offering unto the Lord, every 
man and woman, whose heart made them willing to bring for all manner of 
work, which the Lord had commanded to be made by the hand of Moses. 

And Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, tlie Lord hath called 
by name Bezaleel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah ; 

And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in under- 
standing, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship ; 

And to devise curious works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, 

And in the cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of wood, to 
make any manner of cunning f work. 

And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he, and Aholiab, 
the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 

Them hath he filled with wisdom of heart, to work all manner of work, 
of the engraver, and of the cunning workman, and of the embroiderer, in 
blue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and of the weaver, even 
of them that do any work, and of those that devise cunning work. 

* For children incapable of entering into anything but narrative, omit up to Lesson xli. 

+ Skilful. 
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LESSON XXXV. 

THE TABERNACLE. 

B.C. 1490. — Exodus xl. 17—38; xvi. 33, 34. 

And it came to pass in the first month in the second year, on the first 
day of the month, that the tabernacle was reared up. 

And Moses reared up the tabernacle, and fastened his sockets, and set 
up the boards thereof, and put in the bars thereof, and reared up his pillars. 

And he spread abroad the tent over the tabernacle, and put the covering 
of the tent above upon it ; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And he took and put the testimony into the ark, and set the staves on 
the ark, and put the mercy seat above upon the ark : 

And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, and set up the vail of the 
covering, and covered the ark of the testimony ; as the Lord commanded 
Moses. 

And he put the table in the tent of the congregation, upon the side of 
the tabernacle northward, without the vaiL 

And he set the bread in order upon it before the Lord ; as the Lord 
had commanded Moses. 

And he put the candlestick in the tent of the congregation, over against 
the table, on the side of the tabernacle southward. 

And he lighted the lamps before the Lord ; as the Lord commanded 
Moses. 

And he put the golden altar in the tent of the congregation before the 
vail : 

And he burnt sweet incense thereon ; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And he set up the hanging at the door of the tabernacle. 

And he put the altar of burnt offering by the door of the tabernacle of 
the tent of the congregation, and offered upon it the burnt offering and the 
meat oflfering ; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And he set the laver between the tent of the congregation and the altanr, 
and put water there, to wash withaL 

And Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands and their feet 
thereat : 

When they went into the tent of the congregation, and when they came 
near unto the altar, they washed ; as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And he reared up the court round about the tabernacle and the altar, 
and set up the hanging of the court gate. So Moses finished the work. 

Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the 
Lord filled the tabemacl& 

K2 
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And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, 
because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle. 

And when the doud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children 
of Israel went onward in all their journeys : 

But if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed not till the day 
that it was taken up. 

For the cloud of the Lord was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was 
on it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their 
journeys. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an omer full of manna 
therein, and lay it up before the Lord, to be kept for your generations. 

As the Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the 
Testimony, to be kept. 



LESSON XXXVI. 

THE PRIESTHOOD. 

B.C. 1490. —Leviticus viii. i— 15. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

Take Aaron and his sons with him, and tiie garments, and the anointing 
oil, and a bullock for the sin offering, and two rams, and a basket of 
unleavened bread ; 

And gather thou all the congregation together unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation. 

And Moses did as the Lord commanded him ; and the assembly was 
gathered together unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
r And Moses said unto the congregation. This is the thing which the Lord 
commanded to be done. 

And Moses brought Aaron' and his sons, and washed them with water. 

And he put upon him the coat, and girded him with the girdle, and 
clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod upon him, and he girded 
him with the curious girdle of the ephod, and bound it unto him therewith. 

And he put the breastplate upon him : also he put in the breastplate the 
Urim* and the Thummim.f 

And he put the mitre upon his head ; also upon the mitre, even upon his 
forefront, did he put the golden plate, the holy crown ; as the Lord com- 
manded Moses. 

And Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle and all 
that was therein, and sanctified them. 

* Light. t Perfection. 
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And he sprinkled thereof upon the altar seven times, and anointed the 
altar and all his vessels, both the laver and his foot, to sanctify them. 

And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and anointed 
him, to sanctify him. 

And Moses brought Aaron's sons, and put coats upon them, and girded 
them with girdles, and put bonnets upon them ; as the Lord commanded 
Moses. 

And he brought the bullock for the sin offering : and Aaron and his sons 
laid their hands upon the head of the bullock for the sin offering. 

And he slew it ; and Moses took the blood, and put it upon the horns of 
the altar round about with his finger, and purified the altar, and poured the 
blood at the bottom of the altar, and sanctified it, to make reconciliation 
upon it 



LESSON XXXVII. 

THE SACRIFICES. 

B.C. 1490. — Collected from different chapters of Leviticus, 

And the Lord called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, saying, 

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you 
bring an offering unto the Lord, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, 
even of the herd, and of the flock. 

If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male with- 
out blemish : he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation before the Lord. 

And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering ; and it 
shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him. 

And he shall kill the bullock before the Lord : and the priests, Aaron's 
sons, shall bring the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the 
altar that is by Sie door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon the altar, and lay 
the wood in order upon the fire : 

And the priests, Aaron's sons, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat, 
in order upon the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar : 

But his inwards and his legs shall he wash in water : and the priest shall 
bum all on the altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire of a 
sweet savour unto the Lord. 

* * ' • • * 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through 
ignorance against any of the commandments of the Lord concerning things 
which ought not to be done, and shall do against any of them : a 

M 
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If the priest that is anointed do sin according to the sin of the people ; 
then let him bring for his sin, which he hath sinned, a young bullock with- 
out blemish unto the Lord for a sin offering. 

And he shall bring the bullock imto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation before the Lord ; and shall lay his hand upon the bullock's 
head, and kill the bullock before the Lord. 

[When part had been burnt on the altar the man washed with blood.] 

* * * * *. 

The priest that offereth it for sin shall eat it : in the holy place shall it be 
eaten, in the court of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

« * * * « 

Likewise this is the law of the trespass offering : it is most holy. 

In the place where they kill the burnt offering shall they kill the trespass 
offering: and the blood thereof shall he sprinkle round about upon the 
altar. 

And he shall offer of it all the fat thereof; the rump, and the fat that 
covereth the inwards, 

And the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which is by the flanks, 
and the caul that is above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take 
away : 

And the priest shall bum them upon the altar for an offering imade by 
fire unto the Lord : it is a trespass offering. 

Every male among the priests shall eat thereof : it shall be eaten in the 
holy place : it is most holy. 

As the sin offering is, so is the trespass offering: there is one law for 
them : the priest that msdceth atonement therewith shall have it. 

* ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he shall offer 
unto the Lord. 

If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving unleavened caJces mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers 
anoint^ with oil, and cakes mingled with oil, of fine fiour, fried. 

Besides the cakes, he shall offer for his offering leavened bread with the; 
sacrifice of thanksgiving of his peace offerings. 

And of it he shall offer one out of the whole oblation* for an heavef 
offering imto the Lord, and it shall be the priest's that sprinkleth the blood 
of the peace offerings. 

And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall 
be eaten the same day that it is offered ; he shall not leave any of it until 
the morning. 

But if the sacrifice of his offering be a vow, or a voluntary offering, it 
shall be eaten the same day that he offereth his sacrifice : and on the 
morrow also the remainder of it shall be eaten. 

* Offering. t Because lifted or heaved up before the Lord. 
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LESSON XXXVIII. 

THE PRESUMPTION OF NADAB AND ABIHU. 

B.C. 1490. — Lev. ix. 22 — 24; x. i — i.i. 

And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people, and blessed them, and 
came down from offering of the sui offering, and the burnt offering, and 
peace offerings. 

And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the congregation, and 
came out, and blessed the people : and the glory of the Lord appeared 
unto all the people. 

And there came a fire out from before the Lord, and consumed upon 
the altar the burnt offering and the fat : which when all the people saw, 
they shouted, and fell on their faces. 

And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his 
censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange 
fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not 

And there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they 
died before the Lord. 

Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the Lord spake, saying, I 
will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the people 
I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 

And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle of 
Aaron, and said unto them. Come near, carry your brethren from before 
the sanctuary out of the camp. 

So they went near, and carried them in their coats out of the camp ; as 
Moses had said. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, aiid unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his . 
sons. Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes ; lest ye die, and 
lest wrath come upon all the people: but let your brethren, the whole 
house of Israel, bewail the burning which the Lord hath kindled. 

And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, lest ye die ; for the anomtmg oil of the Lord is upon you. And 
they did according to the word of Moses. 

And the Lord spake unto Aaron, saying. 

Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when 
ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die : it shall be a 
statute for ever throughout your generations : 

And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between 
unclean and clean ; 

And that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which the 
I.ORD hath spoken unto them by the hand of Moses. 
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LESSON XXXIX. 

THE SABBATHS AND FEASTS. 

B.C. 1490. — Collected from Leviticus xxiiL and xxv. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them. Concerning the 
feasts of the Lord, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even 
these are my feasts. 

Six days shall work be done : but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, 

an holy convocation. 

****** 

When ye be come into the land which I give imto you, and shall reap the 
harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your haurvest 
unto the priest : 

And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted for you : 

on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it 

♦ ♦ ■ ♦ ♦ ♦ * 

And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched com, nor green cars, until 
the selfsame day that ye have brought an offering unto your God : it shall 
be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 

And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the 
day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering ; seven sabbaths shall 
be complete : 

Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty 
days ; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the Lord. 

Ve shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth 
deab : they shall be of fine flour ; they shall be baken with leaven ; they 
are the firstfruits unto the Lord. 

And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not make clean 
riddance of the comers of thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou 
gather any gleaning of thy harvest : thou shalt leave them unto the poor, 
and to the stranger : I am the Lord your God. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the 
first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of 
trumpets, an holy convocation. 

Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered 
in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the Lord seven days : on 
the first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath. 

And ye shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, 
branches of palm trees, and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the 
brook ; jad ye shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven days. 
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And ye shall keep it a feast unto the Lord seven days in the year. It 
shall be a statute for ever in your generations : ye shall celebrate it in the 
seventh month. 

Ye shall dwell in booths seven days ; all that are Israelites bom shall 
dwell in booths : 

That your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to 
dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt : I am the 
LoKD your God. 

And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the Lord. 
****** 

Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy 
vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof; 

But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath 
for the Lord : thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor pnme thy vineyard. 

That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, 
neither gather the grapes of thy vine undressed : for it is a year of rest 
unto the land. 

And the sabbath of the land shall be meat for you ; for thee, and for thy 
servant, and for thy maid, and for thy hired servant, and for thy stranger 
that sojoumeth with thee, 

And for thy cattle, and for the beast that are in thy land, shall all the 
increase thereof be meat. 

And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times 
seven years ; and the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall be unto 
thee forty and nine years. 

Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth 
day of the seventh month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the 
trumpet sound throughout all your land. 

And ye «hall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all 
the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you : and 
ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every 
man unto his family. 



LESSON XL. 

THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. 

B.C. 1490. — Lev. xvi. i — ^31. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses after the death of the two sons of 
Aaron, when they offered before the Lord, and died ; 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he 
come not at all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy 
seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the 
cloud upon the mercy seat 
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Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place : with a young bullock for a 
sin offering, and a ram for a burnt ofifering. 

He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen breeches 
upon his flesh, and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen 
mitre shall he be attired : these are holy garments ; therefore shall he wash 
his flesh in water, and so put them on. 

And he shall take of the congregation of the children of Israel two kids 
of the goats for a sin offiering, and one ram for a burnt offering. 

And Aaron shall offerhis bullock of the sin offering, which is for himself, 
and make an atonement for himself, and for his house. 

And he shall take the two goats, and present them before the Lord at 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats ; one lot for the LoRD, 
and the other lot for the scapegoat 

And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the Lord's lot fell, and offer 
him for a sin offering. 

But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented 
alive before the Lord, to make an atonement with him, and to let him go 
for a scapegoat into the wilderness. 

And Aaron shall bring the bullock of the sin offering, which is for 
himself, and shall make an atonement for himself, and for his house, and 
shall kill the bullock of the sin offering which is for himself : 

And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the 
altar before the Lord, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, 
and bring it within the vail : 

And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the Lord, that the 
cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, 
that he die not : 

And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his 
finger upon the mercy seat eastward ; and before the mercy seat shall he 
sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times. 

Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and 
bring his blood within the vail, and do with that blood as he did with the 
blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the 
mercy seat : 

And he shall make an atonement for the holy place, because of the 
uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of their transgressions 
in all their sins : and so shall he do for the tabernacle of the congregation 
that remaineth among them in the midst of their uncleanness. 

And there shall be no man in the tabernacle of the congregation when he 
goeth in to make an atonement in the holy place, until he come out, and 
have made an atonement for himself, and for his household, and for all the 
congregation of IsraeL 

And he shall go out unto the altar that is before the Lord, and make an 
atonement for it ; and shall take of the blood of the bullock, and of the 
blood of the goat, and put it upon the horns of the altar round about. 

And he shall sprinkle of the blood upon it with his finger seven times, 
and cleanse it, and hallow it from tlie imcleanness of the children of 
Israel. 
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And when he hath made an end of reconciling the holy place, and the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and the altar, he shall bring the»live goat : 

And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and 
confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their 
transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and 
shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness. 

And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not 
inhabited : and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness. 

And Aaron shall come into the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall 
put off the linen garments, which he put on when he went into the holy 
place, and shall leave them there : 

And he shall wash his flesh with water in the holy place, and put on his 
garments, and come forth, and offer his burnt offering, and the burnt 
offering of the people, and make an atonement for himself, and for the 
people. 

And the fat of the sin offering shall he bum upon the altar. 

And he that let go the goat for the scapegoat shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe his flesh in water, and afterward come into the camp. 

And the bullock for the sin offeiing, and the goat for the sin offering, 
whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the holy place, shall one 
carry forth without the camp ; and they shall bum in the fire Uieir skins, 
and their flesh, and their dimg. 

And he that bumeth them shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in 
water, and afterward he shall come into the camp. 

And this shall be a statute for ever unto you : that in the seventh month, 
on the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work 
at all, whether it be one of your own country, or a stranger that sojoumeth 
among you : 

For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse 
you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the LoRix 

It shall be a sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls by a 
statute for ever. 



LESSON XLI.* 

THE NUMBERING. 

B.C. 1490. — Num. X. 29 — 32 ; ix. 15 — 23. 

And Moses said imto Hobab, the son of Raguel the Midianite, Moses* 
father in law. We are journeying unto the place of which the Lord said, 
I will give it you : come thou with us, and we will do thee good : for the 
Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel. 

And he said unto him, I will not go ; but I will depart to mine own land, 
and to my kindred. 

* Here let the younger ones continue again. 
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And he said, Leave us not, I pray thee : forasmuch as thou knowest how 
we are to encamp in the wilderness, and thou mayest be to us instead 
of eyes. 

And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, that what goodness 
the Lord shall do unto us, the same w&l we do unto thee. 

****** 

And on the day that the tabernacle was reared up the cloud covered the 
tabernacle, namely, the tent of the testimony : and at even there was upon 
the tabernacle as it were the appearance of nre, until the morning. 

So it was alway : the cloud covered it by day, and the appearance of 
fire by night. 

And when the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle, then after that 
the children of Israel journeyed : and in the place where the cloud abode, 
there the children of Israel pitched their tents. 

At the commandment of the Lord the children of Israel journeyed, and 
at the commandment of the Lord they pitched : as long as &e cloud abode 
upon the tabernacle they rested in their tents. 

And when the cloud tarried long upon the tabernacle many days, then 
the children of Israel kept the charge of the Lord, and journeyed not. 

And so it was, when the cloud was a few days upon the tabernacle ; 
according to the commandment of the Lord they abode in their tents, and 
according to the- commandment of the Lord they journeyed. 

And so it was, when the cloud abode from even unto the morning, and 
that the cloud was taken up in the morning, then they journeyed : whether 
it was by day or by night that the cloud was taken up, they journeyed. 

Or whether it were two days, or a month, or a year, that the cloud 
tarried upon the tabernacle, remaining thereon, the children of Israel 
abode in their tents, and journeyed not : but when it was taken up, 
they journeyed. 

At the commandment of the Lord they rested in the tents, and at the 
commandment of the Lord they journeyed : they kept the charge of the 
Lord, at the commandment of the Lord by the hand of Moses. 



LESSON XLII. 

THE MARCH OF ISRAEL. 

Numbers x. ii — 36 {^ith omissions). 

And it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month, in the 
second year, that the cloud was taken up from off the tabernacle of the 
testimony. 

And the children of Israel took their journeys out of the wilderness of 
Sinai; and the cloud rested in the wilderness ^ Paran. 
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And they first took their journey according to the commandment of the 
Lord by the hand of Moses. 

In the first place went the standard of the camp of the children of Judah 
according to their armies: and over his host was Nahshon the son of 
Amminadab. 

[Issachar and Zebulun were to the right and left] 

And the tabernacle was taken down : and the sons of Gershon and the 
sons of Merari set forward, bearing the tabernacle. 

[Reaben, Simeon, and Gad followed.] 

And the Kohathites set forward, bearing the sanctuary : and the other 
did set up the tabernacle against they came. 

And the standard of the camp of the children of Ephraim set forward 
according to their armies. 

[To the right and left of Ephraim were Manasseh and Benjamin.] 

And the standard of the camp of the children of Dan set forward, which 
was the rereward of all the camps throughout their hosts : 

And they departed from the mount of the Lord three days* journey ; 
and the ark of the covenant of the Lord went before them in die three 
days' journey, to search out a resting place for them. 

And the cloud of the Lord was upon them by day, when they went out 
of the camp. 

And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise 
up, Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate 
thee flee before thee. 

And when it rested, he said» Return, O Lord, unto the many thousands 
of Israel 



LESSON XLIII. 

THE BURNING OF TABERAH. 

B.c 1490. — Numbers xi. i— 15. 

And when the people complained, it displeased the Lord : and the 
Lord heard it ; and his anger was kindled ; and the fire of the Lord 
burnt among them, and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of 
the camp. 

And the people cried unto Moses ; and when Moses prayed unto the 
Lord, the fire was quenched. 

And he called the name of the place Taberah : because the fire of the 
Lord burnt among them. 
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»N. 



, «^ uJw>M ;9HttldC»de that was amoi^ them im a Instil^* : and the 

.ir^^. ^ -^<aVs^ ^^ ^iir^ <gam« iu>d said. Who shall give ns flesh to eat? 

^\ V ^-jjT^iA^N'* vb<t &sh» vhidi we did eat in Egypt freely ; die cacnmbers, 

- - <«4!>^ UM«!V4*H ^)i^ ^^ feds, and the onions, and the gailidc : 

''Vv ^'^ ^^0^ 3«>^ ^ dned away: there is nothing at aD, beside this 

VU. '*>^ iHOttna was as coriander-seed, and the colour thereof as the 

Vul ch«^ p<opIe went about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or 
\a; ii in a mortar, and bak«i it in pans, and made cakes of it : and the 
;vk4*c oi ii was as the taste of fresh oiL 

.Vuvl wh^Q the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell 
ujKn» it. 

'rh<?tt Moses heard the people weep throughout their fomilies, every man 
in th<; door of his tent : and the anger of Uie Lord was kindled greatly ; 
Mo^es also was displeased. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant ? 
and wherefore have I not found favour in thy sight, that thou layest the 
burden of all this people upon me? 

Have I conceived all this people? have I b^otten them, that thou 
shouldest say unto me. Carry them in thy bosom, as a nursing &ther beareth 
the sucking child, unto the land which Uiou swarest unto their Others ? 

Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this people? for they weep 
unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that we may eat 

I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me. 

And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I 
have foimd favour in thy sight ; and let me not see my wretchedness. 



LESSON XLIV. 

THE QUAILS OF KIBROTH-HATTAAVAH, 

B c. 1490.— Numbers xi. 16—35. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the 
elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and 
officers over them ; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, 
that they may stand there with thee. 

And I will come down and talk with thee there : and I will take of the 
spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them ; and they shall bear 
the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not th3rself alone. 

And say thou unto the people. Sanctify yourselves against to morrow, and 
ye shall eat flesh : for ye have wept in the ears of the Lord, saying, Who 

* Longing. 
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shall give us flesh to eat ? for it was well with us in Egypt : therefore the 
Lord will give you flesh, and ye shall eat. 

Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five days, neither ten days, 
nor twenty days ; 

But even a whole month, until it come out at your nostrils, and it be 
loathsome unto you-: because that ye have despised the Lord which is 
among you, and have wept before him, saying. Why came we forth out 
of Egypt? 

And Moses said, The people, among whom I am, are six hundred 
thousand footmen ; and thou bast said, I will give them flesh, that they 
may eat a whole months 

Shall the flocks and the herds be slain for them, to suflice them ? or shall 
all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to suffice them ? 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Is the Lord's hand waxed short? thou 
shalt see now whether my word shall come to pass unto thee or not. 

And Moses went out, and told the people the words of the Lord, and 
gathered the seventy men of the ciders of the people, and set them round 
about the tabernacle. 

And the Lord came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of 
the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders : and it 
came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and 
did not cease. 

But there remained two of the men in the camp, the name of the one 
was Eldad, and the name of the other Medad : and the spirit rested upon 
them ; and they were of them that were written, but went not out unto the 
tabernacle : and they prophesied in the camp. 

And there ran a young man, and told Moses, and said, Eldad and Medad 
do prophesy in the camp. 

And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his young men, 
answered and said. My lord Moses, forbid them. 

And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake ? would God that all 
the Lord's people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit 
upon them ! 

And Moses gat him into the camp, he and the elders of Israel. 

And there went forth a wind from the Lord, and brought quails from the 
sea, and let them fall by the camp, as it were a day's journey on this side, 
and as it were a day's journey on the other side, round about the camp, and 
as it were two cubits high upon the face of the earth. 

And the people sto(S up all that day, and all that night, and all the 
next day, and they gathered the quails: he that gathered least gathered 
ten homers : and they spread them all abroad for Biemselves round about 
the camp. 

And while the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was chewed, the 
wrath of the Lord was kincjled against the people, and the Lord smote 
the people with a very great plague. 

And he called the name of that place Kibroth-hattaavah : because there 
they buried the people that lusted. 

And the people journeyed from Kibroth-hattaavah unto Hazeroth ; and 
abode at Hazeroth. 



144 SCJ^/I^rt'l^E READmCS FOR CIIILDREiV. [less. 



LESSON XLV. 

MIRIAM'S ERROR. 

B.C 1490. — Numbers xiL i — 16. 

And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian 
woman whom he had married : for he had married an Ethiopian woman. 

And they said, Hath the Lord indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he 
not spoken also by us ? And the Lord heard it 

(Now the man Moses was very meek, * above all the men which were upon 
the face of the earth.) 

And the Lord spake suddenly mito Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto 
Miriam, Come out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congr^ation. And 
they three came out 

And the Lord came down in a pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door 
of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam :• and they both came forth. 

And he said. Hear now my words : If there be a prophet among you, I 
the Lord will make myself known unto him in a vision, and wiU speak 
unto him in a dream. 

My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all my house. 

With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, + and not in 
dark speeches ; and the similitude:!: of the Lord shall he behold : wherefore 
then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses ? 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled against them ; and he departed. 

And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle ; and, behold, Miriam 
became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, 
behold, she was leprous. 

And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the 
sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned. 

Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he 
is bom. 

And Moses cried unto the Lord, sa3ring. Heal her now, O God, I beseech 
thee. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, 
should she not be ashamed seven days ? let her be shut out from the camp 
seven days, and after that let her be received in again. 

And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days ; and the people 
joumeved not till Miriam was brought in again. 

Ana afterward the people removed from Hazeroth, and pitched in the 
wilderness of Paran. 

* Enduring or patient. t Appearing unto him. t Likeness. 
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LESSON XLVL 

THE JOURNEY OF THE SPIES. 

B.C. 1490. — Numbers xiii. i — 25. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give 
unto the children of Israel : of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a 
man, every one a ruler among them. 

And Moses by the commandment of the Lord sent them from the 
wilderness of Paran : all those men were heads of the children of Israel. 

« 4c 4c 4c 4c If 

Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 

« 41 4c 4c 4c * 

Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea the son of Nun. 

And Moses called Oshea the son of Nun Jehoshua. 

And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said unto them. 
Get you up this way southward, and go up into the moimtain : 

And see the land,i what it is ; and the people that dwelleth therein, 
whether they be strong or weak, few or many ; 

And what the land is that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad ; and 
what cities they be that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strong holds ; 

And what the land is, whether it be fat or lean, whether there be wood 
therein, or not. And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the 
land. Now the time was the time of the firstripe grapes. 

So they went up, and searched the land from the wilderness of Zin unto 
Rehob, as men come to Hamath. 

And they ascended by the south, and came unto Hebron ; where Ahiman, 
Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were. (Now Hebron was built 
seven years before Zoan in Egypt. ) 

And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a 
branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it between two upon a 
staff ; and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs. 

The place was called the brook Eshcol,* because of the cluster of grapes 
which the children of Israel cut down from thence. 

And they returned from searching of the land after forty days. 

LESSON XLVIL 

THE REPORT OF THE SPIES. 

B.C. 1490. — Numbers xiii. 26 — 33 ; xiv. i — 10. 

And the twelve spies went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all 
the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to 

* Cluster. ^ 

M 
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Kadesh ; and brought back word unto them, and unto all the congr^ation, 
and shewed them the fruit of the land. 

And they told him, and said. We came unto the land whither thou sentest 
us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it. 

Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities 
are walled, and very great ; and moreover we saw the children of Anak* 
there. 

The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south : and the Hittites, and the 
Jebusites, and the Amorites,' dwell in the mountains : and the Canaanites 
dwell by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan. 

And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at 
once, and possess it ; for we are well able to overcome it 

But the men that went up with him said. We be not able to go up against 
the people ; for they are stronger than we. 

And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched 
unto the children of Israel, saying. The land, through which we have gone 
to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof ; and all the 
people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. 

And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants : 
and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight. 
And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried ; and the people 
wept that night. 

And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron : and 
the whole congregation said unto them. Would God that we had died in the 
land of Egypt ! or would God we had died in this wilderness ! 

And wherefore hath the Lord brought us unto this land, to fall by the 
sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better 
for us to return into Egypt ? 

And they said one to another. Let us make a captain, and let us return 
into Egypt. 

Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before the assembly of the con- 
gregation of the children of Israel. 

And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which 
were of them that searched the land, rent their clothes : 

And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying. 
The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land. 
If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give 
it us ; a land which floweth with milk and honey. 

Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the 
land ; for they are bread for us : their defence is departed from them, and 
the Lord is with us : fear them not. 

But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. 

♦ Men of huge size. 
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LESSON XLVIIL 

THE SENTENCE. 

B.C. 1490. — Numbers *xiv. 10 — 25. 

And the glory of the Lord appeared in the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion before all the children of Israel. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, How long will this people provoke me ? 
and how long will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which I have 
shewed among them ? 

I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make 
of thee a greater nation and mightier than they. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, Then the Egyptians shall hear it, (for 
thou broughtest up this people in thy might from among them ; ) 

And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land : for they have heard 
that thou Lord art among this people, that thou Lord art seen face to face, 
and that thy cloud standeth over them, and that thou goest before them, by 
day time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night. 

Now if thou shalt kill all this people as one man, then the nations which 
have heard the fame of thee will speak, saying, 

Because the Lord was not able to bring this people into the land which 
he sware unto them, therefore hath he slain them in the wilderness. 

And now, I beseech thee, let the power of my Lord be great, according 
as thou hast spoken, saying. 

The Lord is long suffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of 
the Withers upon their children unto the third and fourth generation. 

Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the 
greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt 
even until now. 

And the Lord said, I have pardoned according to thy word : 

But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the 
Lord. 

Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which 
I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, have tempted me now these ten times, 
and have not hearkened to my voice ; 

Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, 
neither shall any of them that provoke me see it : 

But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath 
followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went ; and 
his seed shall possess it. 

(Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To morrow 
turn you, and get you into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea. 

* L 2 
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LESSON XLIX. 

THE FORTY YEARS. 

B.C. 1490. — Numbers xiv. 26—45. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 

How long shall 1 bear with this evil congregation, which murmur against 
me ? I have heard the inurmurings of the children of Israel, which they 
murmur against me. 

Say unto them, As truly as I live, saith the Lord, as ye have spoken in 
mine ears, so will I do to you : 

Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness ; and all that were numbered 
of you, according to your whole number, from twenty years old and up- 
ward, which have murmured against me. 

Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, concerning which I sware to 
make you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the 
son of Nun. 

But your httle ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring 
in, and they shall know the land which ye have despised. 

But as for you, your carcases, they shall fall in this wilderness. 

And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear 
your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness. 

After the mmiber of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty 
days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, 
and ye shall know my breach of promise. 

I the Lord have said, I will surely do it unto all this evil congregation, 
that are gathered together against me : in this wilderness they shall be 
consumed, and there they shall die. 

And the men, which Moses sent to search the land, who returned, and 
made all the congregation to murmur against him, by bringing up a slander 
upon the land, 

Even those men that did bring up the evil report upon the land, died by 
the plague before the Lord. 

But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were 
of the men that went to search the land, lived still. 

And Moses told these sayings unto all the children of Israel : and the 
people mourned greatly. 

And they rose up early in the morning, and gat them up into the top of 
the mountain, saying, Lo, we be here, and will go up unto the place which 
the Lord hath promised : for we have sinned. 

And Moses said. Wherefore do ye now transgress the commandment of 
the Lord ? but it shall not prosper. 

Go not up, for the Lord is not among you ; that ye be not smitten 
before yoMx enemies. 
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For the Amalekites and Canaanites are there before you, and ye shall 
fall by the sword : because ye are turned away from the Lord, therefore 
the Lord will not be with you. 

But they presumed to go up unto the hill top : nevertheless the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, and Moses, departed not out of the camp. 

Then the Amalekites came down, and the Canaanites which dwelt in that 
hill, and smote them, and discomfited them, even unto Hormah.* 



LESSON L. 

the psalm of mosesa 
Psalm xc. 

B.C. 1490. — The title of this Psalm in the Bible, as well as 
universal belief, declares that it was composed by Moses when 
bewailing the sin at Kadesh and the sentence. 

Lord, thou hast been our refuge 
From one generation to another. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth or the 

world were made. 
Thou art God from everlasting, and world without end. 
Thou tumest man to destruction : 
Again thou sayest, Come again, ye children of men. 
For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday. 
Seeing that is past as a watch X in the night 
As soon as thou scatterest them, they are even as a sleep : 
And fade away suddenly like the grass. 
In the morning it is green, and groweth up : 
But in the evening it is cut down, dried up, and withered. 
For we consume away in thy displeasure. 
And are afraid at thy wrathfiil indignation. 
Thou hast set our misdeeds before thee, 
And our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. 
For when thou art angry all our days are gone : 
We bring our years to an end, as it were a tale that is told. § 
The days of our age are threescore years and ten ; 
And though men be so strong that they come to fourscore years. 
Yet is their strength but labour and sorrow ; 
So soon passeth it away, and we are gone. 
But who r^ardeth the power of thy wrath ? 

* Utter destruction. - 

t For the older ones. X A division of time three hours long. ) Something counted out. M 

M 
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For even thereafter as a man feareth, so is thy displeasure. 
So teach us to number our days, 
That we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
Turn thee again, O Lord, at the last. 
And be gracious unto thy servants. 
O satisfy us with thy mercy, and that soon : 
So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
Comfort us again now after the time that thou hast plagued us. 
And for the years wherein we have suffered adversity. 
Shew thy servants thy work. 
And their children thy glory. 

And the glorious Majesty of the Lord out God be upon us : 
Prosper thou the work of our hands upon us, O prosper thou our 
handy- work. 



LESSON LI. 

THE GAINSAYING OF KORAH. 

Numbers xvi. i — 15. 

About B.C. 147 i. — Very little is recorded of the next forty years 
until the last had begun, though there is a list of the places where the 
Israelites rested. They were living like the other wandering tribes, 
halting where there was pasture, and then moving on again, only 
ever guided by the cloud, ever fed by the manna. The exact timrC 
of the event next recorded is not known. 

Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and 
Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of 
Reuben, took men : 

And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, 
two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, 
men of renown : 

And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, 
and said unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation 
are holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among them : wherefore then 
lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the Lord ? 

And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his face : 

And he spoke unto Korah and unto all his company, saying, Even to 
morrow the Lord will shew who are his, and who is holy ; and will cause 
him to come near unto him : even him whom he hath chosen will he cause 
to come near unto him. 

This do ; Take you censers, Korah, and all his company ; 
And put fire therein, and put incense in them before the Lord to morrow : 
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and it shall be that the man whom the Lord doth choose, he shall be holy : 
ye take too much upon you, ye sons of Levi. 

And Moses said unto KoraJi, Hear, I pray you, ye sons of Levi : 

Seemeth it but a small thing unto you, that the God of Israel hath 
separated you from the congr^ation of Israel, to bring you near to 
himself to do the service of the tabernacle of the Lord, and to stand 
before the congregation to minister unto them? 

And he hath brought thee near to him, and all thy brethren the sons of 
Levi with thee : and seek ye the priesthood also? 

For which cause both thou and all thy company are gathered together 
against the Lord : and what is Aaron, that ye murmur against him ? 

And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab : which 
said, We will not come up : 

Is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up out of a land that floy/eth 
with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, except thou make thyself 
altogether a prince over us ? 

Moreover thou hast not brought us into a land that floweth with milk 
and honey, or given us inheritance of fields and vineyards : wilt thou put 
out the eyes of these men?* we will not come up. 

And Moses was very wroth, and said unto the Lord, Respect not thou 
their offering : I have not taken one ass from them, neither have I hurt 
one of them. 



LESSON LII. 

THE FA TE OF DA THAN AND ABIRAM. 

B.C. 1471. — Numbers xvi. 16 — 34. 

And Moses said unto Korah, Be thou and all thy company before the 
Lord, thou, and they, and Aaron, to morrow : 

And take every man his censer, and put incense in them, and bring ye 
before the Lord every man his censer, two hundred and fifty censers ; thou 
also, and Aaron, each of you his censer. 

And they took every man his censer, and put fire in them, and laid 
incense thereon, and stood in the door of the tabernacle of the congregation 
with Moses and Aaron. 

And Korah gathered all the congregation against them unto the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation ; and the glory of the Lord appeared 
unto all the congregation. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying. 

Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume 
them in a moment. 

And they fell upon their faces, and said, O God, the God of the spirits 

* Wilt thou blind us to our condition ? 



i 
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4t>^ -)>j-» ^jttii^ :»M sn^ vaA wilt thou be wroth with all the congre- 

"^I, As ^>?^^hji*UiibMo Moses, saying, 

>^S!^ w»(kv^ 4K <>»i^?W|J»tian, saying, Get you up from about the taber- 
^v-i "^ V^*»k tVJtoft. and Abiram. 

^*^ V;^«!»' -v^i*^ ^"^ »»d ^^t^soX. unto Dathan and Abiram ; and the elders 

^^ Vi 3t>a*W WitO' the congregation, saying, Depart, I pray you, from 
^ v.**-^ -N ''^**^ wWked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be con- 

X,- iK> iJ*i ^t* ^^*'* ^^® tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, on 
**^v> >»v«? -M*»i l>alhan and Abiram came out, and stood in the door of 
^^ yijki^ **.i itwir wives, and their sons, and their little children. 

^«^ ^N*w* sakJ* Hereby ye shall know that the Lord hath sent me to do 
jgi iSlh>A^ %VT^$ : for I have not done them of mine own mind. 

""j ^"c^ WNW die the common death of all men, or if they be visited after 
i)^^ ^lli4;!)l^is^ v>f all men ; then the Lord hath not sent me. 

>{^s 'Jt ^^ Li^RD make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and 
y^^^tv^vxK ihtm up, ^vith all that appertain * unto them, and they go down 
s,„«»;X "* w^to the pit ; then ye shall understand that these men have pro- 
vjisvi ;^ Lord. 

\^ IX came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, 
■jpVy . ^ie^ ground clave asunder that was under them : 

A*^ w*? earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their 
^esf4l^<4^ and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods. 

fH^Y, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, 
j^ iKe earth closed upon them : and they perished from among the con- 
MflAlion. 

And all Israel that were round about them fled at the cry of them : for 
^^Y said, Lest the earth swallow us up also. 



LESSON LIIL 

THE FATE OF KORAH. 

B.C. 147 1. —Numbers xvi. 35—50. 

And there came out a fire from the Lord, and consumed the two hundred 
and fifty men that offered incense. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 

Speak unto Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, that he take up the 
censers out of the burning, and scatter thou the fire yonder ; for they are 
hallowed. 

The censers of these sinners against their own souls, let them make them 
broad plates for a covering of the altar : for they offered them before the 

• Belong. t Alive. 
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Lord, theiefore thej aie hallowed: and thej shall be a sign unto the 
children of Israel 

And Eleazar the priest took die brazen censers, wherewith they that 
were bomt had ofiered ; and they were made broad plates for a coTering of 
the altar: 

To be a memcMial onto the children of T^'ae l, that no stranger, which is 
not of the seed of Aaron, come near to offer incense before the Lord ; that 
he be not as Korah, and as his company : as the Lord said to him by the 
hand of Moses. 

Bat on the morrow all the congr^ation of the children of Israel mnrmured 
against Moses and against Aaron, sayings Ye have killed the people of the 
Lord. 

And it came to pass, when the congr^;ation was gathered against Moses 
and against AaroD, that they looked toward the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation: and, behold, the doad covered it, and the glory of the Lord 
appeared. 

And Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle of the congregation. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 

Get you up from among this congregation, that I may consume them as 
in a moment And they fell upon their faces. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire therein from off 
the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and 
make an atonement for them : for there is wrath gone out from the Lord ; 
the plague is beguiL 

And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the 
congregation ; and, behold, the plague was b^^ among the people : and 
he put on incense, and made an atonement for the people. 

And he stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was 
stayed. 

Now they that died in the plague were fourteen thousand and seven 
hundred, beside them that died about the matter of Korah. 

And Aaron returned unto Moses unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congr^ation : and the plague was stayed. 



LESSON LIV. 

THE ROD THA T BUDDED. 

B.C. 1471. — Numbers xvii. ; xviii. i — 7. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of every one of them a rod 
according to the house of their fathers, of all their princes according to the 
house of their fathers twelve rods: write thou every man's name upon 
his rod. 

And thou shalt write Aaron's name upon the rod of Levi : for one rod 
shall be for the head of the house of their fathers. 
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And thou shalt lay them up in the tabernacle of the congregation before 
the testimony, * where I will meet with you. 

And it shall come to pass, that the man's rod, whom I shall choose, shall 
blossom : and I will make to cease from me the murmurings of the children 
of Israel, whereby they murmur against you. 

And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, and every one of their 
princes gave him a rod apiece, for each prince one, according to their 
fathers' houses, even twelve rods: and the rod of Aaron was among 
their rods. 

And Moses laid up the rods before the Lord in the tabernacle of witness. 

And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the tabernacle 
of witness ; and, behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was 
budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded 
almonds. 

And Moses brought out all the rods from before the Lord unto all the 
children of Israel : and they looked, and took every man his rod. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again before the 
testimony, to be kept for a token against the rebels ; and thou shalt quite 
take away their murmurings from me, that they die not. 

And Moses did so: as the Lord commanded him, so did he. 

And the children of Israel spake unto Moses, saying. Behold, we die, we 
perish, we all perish. 

Whosoever cometh any thing near unto the tabernacle of the Lord shall 
die : shall we be consumed wiSi dying ? 

And the Lord said unto Aaron, Thou and thy sons and thy fether's 
house with thee shall bear the iniquity of the sanctuary : and thou and thy 
sons with thee shall bear the iniquity of your priesthood. 

And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy father, bring 
thou with thee, that they may be joined unto thee, and minister unto thee : 
but thou and thy sons with thee shall minister before the tabernacle of 
witness. 

And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge of all the tabernacle: 
only they shall not come nigh the vessels of the sanctuary and the altar, 
that neither they, nor ye also, die. 

And they shall be joined unto thee, and keep the charge of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, for all the service of the tabernacle : and a 
stranger shall not come nigh unto you. 

And ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the chaise of the 
altar : that there be no wrath any more upon the children of Israel. 

And I, behold, I have taken your brethren the Levites from among the 
children of Israel : to you they are given as a gift for the Lord, to do the 
service of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

Therefore thou and thy sons with thee shall keep your priest's office for 
every thing of the altar, and within the vail ; and ye shall serve : I have 
given your priest's office unto you as a service of gift : and the stranger that 
cometh nigh shall be put to death. 

* The ark of the covenant 
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LESSON LV. 

the error of moses. 

Numbers xx. i — 13. 

Then came the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, into the 
desert of Zin, in the first month : and the people abode in Kadesh ; and 
Miriam died there, and was buried there. 

And there was no water for the congregation : and they gathered them- 
selves together against Moses and against Aaron. 

And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that 
we had died when our brethren died before the Lord ! 

And why have ye brought up the congregation of the Lord into this 
wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there ? 

And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in 
unto this evil place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of 
pomegranates ; neither is there any water to drink. 

And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces : 
and the glory of the Lord appeared unto them. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 

Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron 
thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes-; and it shall give 
forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock : so 
thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink. 

And Moses took the rod from before the Lord, as he commanded him. 

And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the 
rock, and he said unto them. Hear now, ye rebels ; must we fetch you 
water out of this rock ? 

And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice ; 
and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their 
beasts also. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed 
me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore 
ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given 
them. 

This is the water of Meribah ; because the children of Israel strove with 
the Lord, and he was sanctified in them. 
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LESSON LVI. 

THE DEATH OF AAROS. 

B.C. 1452. — Numbers xx. 14 — 29. 

And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh unto the king of Edom, Thus 
saith thy brother Israel, Thou knowest all the travel that hath befallen ns : 

How our fathers went down into Egypt, and we have dwelt in Egypt a 
long time ; and the Egyptians vexed us, and our £a.thers : 

And when we cried unto the Lord, he heard our voice, and sent an 
angel, and hath brought us forth out of Egypt : and, behold, we are in 
Kadesh, a city in the uttermost of thy border : 

Let us pass, I pray thee, through thy country : we will not pass through 
the fields, or through the vineyards, neither will we drink of the water of 
the wells : we will go by the king's highway, we will not turn to the right 
hand nor to the left, until we have passed thy borders. 

And Edom said unto him. Thou shalt not {>ass by me, lest I come oat 
against thee with the sword. 

And the children of Israel said imto him. We will go by the high way : 
and if I and my cattle drink of thy water, then will I pay for it : I will 
only, without doing any thing else, go throt^ on my feet 

And he said. Thou shalt not go through. And Edom came out against 
him with much people, and with a strong hand. 

Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his border : wherefore 
Israel turned away from him. 

And the children of Israel, even the whole congr^;ation, journeyed from 
Kadesh, and came unto mount Hor. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the coast 
of the land of Edom, saying, 

Aaron shall be gathered unto his people : for he shall not enter into the 
land which I have given unto the children of Israel, because ye rebelled 
against my word at the water of Meribah. 

Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring them up unto mount Hor : 

And strip Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son : 
and Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and shall die there. 

And Moses did as the Lord commanded : and they went up into mount 
Hor in the sight of all the congregation. 

And Moses stripped Aafon of his garments, and put them upon 
Eleazar his son ; and Aaron died there in the top of the mount : and 
Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount 

And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they mourned 
for Aaron thirty days, even all the house of Israel. 
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LESSON LVII. 

THE BRAZEN SERPENT. 

B.c 1452. — Num. xxi. 1—9. 

And when king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south, heard tell 
that Israel came by the way of the spies ; then he fought against Israel, and 
took some of them prisoners. 

And Israel vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said, If thou wilt indeed 
deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. 

And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the 
Canaanites ; and they utterly destroyed them and their cities : and he called 
the name of the place Hormah. 

And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to 
compass the land of Edom : and the soul of the people was much dis- 
couraged because of the way. 

And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have 
ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness ? for there is no 
bread, neither is there any water ; and our soul loatheth this light bread. 

And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people ; and much people of Israel died. 

Therefore the people came to Moses, and said. We have sinned, for we 
have spoken against the Lord, and against thee ; pray unto the Lord that 
he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it 
upon a pole : and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when 
he looketh upon it, shall live. 

And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came 
to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent 
of brass, he lived. 



LESSON LVIII. 

SIHON AND OG. 

B.C. 1452. — Num. xxi. 21 — 25 {summarized), 

Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, saying, 
Let me pass through thy land : we will not turn into the fields, or into 
the vineyards ; we will not drink of the waters of the well ; but we will go 
along by the king's high way, until we be past thy borders. 
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luld not suffer Israel to pass through his border : but Sihon 
.Vr..< SiM» ^*' jg together, and went out against Israel into the 

pi:hcw>t nil "'5 \^^ v^^^ ^^ Jahaz, and fought against Israel 

\»i?»ioii^<^* • ***" Yixxa with the edge of the sword, and possessed his 
\^\ I«nicl ■^'"yjjtQ jabbok, even unto the children of Ammon : for the 

\^r^\ fn^m ^'l"'! i|jren oi Ammon was strong. 

^^,^T\!l*^ oi " f. j^ ^Xi. thesc cities ; and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the 
An.! ^^'?** jj^j-hbon, and in all the villages thereof. 

Anv^rit<% j" ^^ \^^ ^^ ^^ty of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who had 
for Hcsn ^^^ former king of Moab, and taken all his land out of his 
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LESSON LIX. 

THE MESSAGE TO BALAAM. 

B.C. 1452. — Num. xxii. i — 20. 

And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in the plains of Moab 
. this side Jordan by Jericho. 
And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that -Israel had done to the 

Amorites. 

And Moab was sore afraid of the people, because they were many : and 
Moab was distressed because of the children of Israel. 

yVnd Moab said unto the elders of Midian, Now shall this company lick 

p gil that are round about us, as the ox licketh up the grass of the field. 
StA Balak the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time. 

lie sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, 
irhich is by the river of the land of the children of his people, to call him, 
jnying, Behold, there is a people come out from Egypt : behold, they cover 
the face of the earth, and they abide over against me : 

Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse rae this people ; for they are too 
mighty for me : peradventure I shall prevail, that we may smite them, and 
that I may drive them out of the land ; for I wot that he whom thou blessest 
is blessed, and be whom thou cursest is cursed. 

And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the 
rewards of divination* in their hand ; and they came unto Balaam, and spake 
unto him the words of Balak. 

And he said unto them. Lodge here this night, and I will bring you 
word a^ain, as the Lord shall speak unto me ; and the princes of Moab 
abode with Balaam. 

And God came unto Balaam, and said, What men are these with thee ? 

* Exercising power over the world of spirits. 




LX.] BALAAM'S JOURNEY, IS9 

And Balaam said unto God, Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, liath 
sent unto me, saying, 

Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt, which covereth the face of 
the earth : come now, curse me them ; peradventure I shall be able to over- 
come them, and drive them out. 

And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them ; thou shalt not 
curse the people : for they are blessed. 

And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said unto the princes of 
Balak, Get you into your land : for the Lord refuseth to give me leave to 
go with you. 

And the princes of Moab rose up, and they went unto Balak, and said, 
Balaam refuseth to come with us. 

And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more honourable than they. 

And they came to Balaam, and said to him. Thus saith Balak the son of 
Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee from coming unto me : 

For I will promote thee unto very great honour, and I will do whatso- 
ever thou sayest unto me : come therefore, I pray thee, and curse me this 
people. 

And Balaam answered and said unto the servants of Balak, If Balak 
would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the 
word of the Lord my God, to do less or more. 

Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye also here this night, that I may know 
what the Lord will say unto me more. 

And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, If the men 
come to call thee, rise up, and go with them ; but yet the word which I 
shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do. 



LESSON LX. 

BALAAM'S JOURNEY, 

B.C. 1452.— Num. xxii. 22—35. 

And God's anger was kindled because he went : and the angei of the 
Lord stood in the way for an adversary against him. Now he was riding 
upon his ass, and his two servants were with him. 

And the ass saw the angel of the Lord standing in the way, and his 
sword drawn in his hand : and the ass turned aside out of the way, and 
went into the field : and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the way. 

But the angel of the Lord stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being 
on this side, and a wall on that side. 

And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, she thrust herself unto the 
wall, and crushed Balaam's foot against the wall : and he smote her again. 
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And the angel of the Lord went further, and stood in a narrow place, 
where was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left. 

And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, she fell down under 
Balaam : and Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote the ass with a 
staff. 

And the Lord opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, 
What have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times ? 

And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked me : I would 
there were a sword in mine hand, for now would I kill thee. 

And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast 
ridden ever since I was thine unto this day? was I ever wont to do so unto 
thee ? And he said. Nay. 

Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the 
Lord standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand : and he bowed 
down his head, and fell flat on his face. 

And the angel of the Lord said unto him, Wherefore hast thou smitten 
thine ass these three times ? behold, I went out to withstand thee, because 
thy way is perverse before me : 

And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three times : unless she 
had turned from me, surely now also I had slain thee, and saved her alive. 

And Balaam said unto the angel of the Lord, I have sinned ; for I knew 
not that thou stoodest in the way against me : now therefore, if it displease 
thee, I will get me back again. 

And the angel of the Lord said unto Balaam, Go with the men : but only 
the word I shall speak imto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went 
with the princes of Balak. 



LESSON LXI. 

B A L A A M'S DIVINATION. 
B.C. 1452. — Num. xxii. 36 — 41 ; xxiii. i — 12. 

And when Balak heard that Balaam was come, he went out to meet him 
unto a city of Moab, which is in the border of Arnon, which is in the 
utmost coast.* 

And Balak said unto Balaam, Did I not earnestly send unto thee to call 
thee? wherefore camest thou not unto me? am I not able indeed to 
promote thee to honour? « 

And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, I am come unto thee : have I now 
any power at all to say any thing ? the word that God putteth in my mouth, 
that shall I speak. 

And Balaam went with Balak, and they came unto Kirjath-huzoth.+ 

And Balak offered oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to the 
princes that were with him. 

* Boundary of the country. t The town of streets. 
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And it came to pass on the morrow, that Balak took Balaam, and 
brought him up into the high places of Baal, that thence he might see 
the utmost part of the people. 

And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare 
me here seven oxen and seven rams. 

And Balak did as Balaam had spoken; and Balak and Balaam offered 
on every altar a bullock and a ram. 

And Balaam said unto Balak, Stand by thy burnt offering, and I will go : 
perad venture the Lord will come to meet me : and whatsoever he sheweth 
me I will tell thee. And he went to an high place. 

And God met Balaam : and he said unto him, I have prepared seven 
altars, and I have offered upon every altar a bullock and a ram. 

And the Lord put a word in Balaam's mouth, and said. Return unto 
Balalc, and thus thou shalt speak. 

And he returned unto him, and, lo, he stood by his burnt sacrifice, he, 
and all the princes of Moab. 

And he took up his parable, and said, 

Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, out of the 

mountains of the east, saying. 
Come, curse me Jacob, and come, defy Israel. 
How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? 
Or how shall I defy, whom the Lord hath not defied ? 
For from the top of the rocks I see him, 
And from the hills I behold him : 
Lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among 

the nations. 
Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth 

part of Israel ? 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like 
his I 
And Balak said unto Balaam, What hast thou done unto me? I 
took thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast blessed them 
altogether. 

And he answered and said. Must I not take heed to speak that which the 
Lord hath put in my mouth ? 



LESSON LXII. 

BALAAM ON PISGAH. 

B.C. 1452. — Num. xxiii. 13 — 27. 

And Balak said unto him, Come, I pray thee, with me unto another 
place, from whence thou mayest see them : thou shalt see but the utmost 
part of them, and shalt not see them all : and curse me them irom thence. 

M 
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And he brought him into the field of Zophim,* to the top of Pisgah, and 
built seven altars, and offered a bullock and a ram on every altar. 

And he said unto Balak, Stand here by thy burnt offering, while I meet 
the Lord yonder. 

And the Lord met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth, and said. Go 
again unto Balak, and say thus. 

And' when he came to him, behold, he stood by his burnt offering, and 
the princes of Moab with him. And Balak said unto him, What hath the 
Lord spoken ? 

And lie took up his parable, and said. 
Rise up, Balak, and hear ; 
Hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor : 
God is not a man, that he should lie ; 
Neither the son of man, that he should repent : + 
Hath he said, and shall he not do it ? 
Or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good 
Behold, I have received commandment to bless : 
And he hath blessed ; and I cannot reverse it, 
He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, 
Neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel : 
The Lord his God is with him. 
And the shout of a king is among them. 
God brought them out of Egypt : 
He hath as it were the strength of an unicorn. % 
Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, 
Neither is there any divination against Israel : 
According to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What 

hath God wrought ! 
Behold, the people shall rise up as a great lion, 
And lift up himself as a young lion : 

He shall not lie down until he eat of the prey, and drink the blood 
of the slain. 
And Balak said unto Balaam, Neither curse them at all, nor bless them 
at all. 

But Balaam answered and said unto Balak, Told not I thee, saying. 
All that the Lord speaketh, that I must do ? 

And Balak said unto Balaam, Come, I pray thee, I will bring thee unto 
another place ; peradventure it will please God that thou mayest curse me 
them from thence. 

* The watchmen. 
Change his mind. % Mountain buU. 
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LESSON LXIII. 

BALAAM'S THIRD PROPHECY. 

B.C. 1452.— Num. xxiii. 28 — 30 ; xxiv. i — 9. 

And Balak brought Balaam unto the top of Peor, that looketh towards 
Jeshimon. * 

And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare 
me here seven bullocks and seven rams. 

And Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered a bullock and a ram on 
every altar. 

And when Balaam saw that it pleased the Lord to bless Israel, he went 
not, as at other times, to seek for enchantments, but he set his face toward 
the wilderness. 

And Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw Israel abiding in his tents 
according to their tribes ; and the spirit of God came upon him. 
And he took up his parable, and said, 

Balaam the son of Beor hath said, 

And the man whose eyes are open hath said : 

He hath said, which heard the words of God, 

"Which saw the vision of the Almighty, 

Falling into a trance, but having his eyes open : 

How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, 

And thy tabernacles, O Israel ! 

As the valleys are they spread forth, 

As gardens by the river's side, 

As the trees of lign aloes which the Lord hath planted. 

And as cedar trees beside the waters. 

He shall pour the water out of his buckets. 

And his seed shall be in many waters, 

And his king shall be higher than Agag, 

And his kingdom shall be exalted. 

God brought him forth out of Egypt ; 

He hath as it were the strength of an unicorn : 

He shall eat up the nations his enemies. 

And shall break their bones, 

And pierce them through with his arrows. 

He couched, he lay down as a lion, 

And as a great lion : 

Who shall stir him up ? 

Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee. 

* The wilderness. 
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LESSON LXIV. 

THE STAR OF JACOB. 

B.c 1452. — Num. xxiv. 10 — 25. 

And Balak's anger was kindled against Balaam, and he smote his hands 
together : and Balak said unto Balaam. I called thee to corse mine enemies, 
and. behold, thou hast altogether blessed them these three times. 

Therefore now flee thou to thy place: I thought to promote thee to 
great honour ; but, lo, the Lord hath kept thee back from honour. 

And Balaam said unto Balak, Spake I not also to thy messengers which 
thou sentest unto me, saying, 

If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go 
beyond the commandment of the Lord, to do either good or bad of mine 
own mind ; but what the Lord saith, that will I speak ? 

And now, behold, I go unto my people : come therefore, and I will ad- 
vertise* thee what this people shall do to thy people in the latter days. 
And he took up his parable, and said, 
Balaam the son of Beor hath said. 
And the man whose eyes are open hath said : 
He hath said, which heard the words of God, 
And knew the knowledge of the Most High, 
Which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance. 
But having his eyes open : 
I shall see him, but not now : 
I shall behold him, but not nigh : 
There shall come a Star out of Jacob, 
And a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, 
And shall smite the comers of Moab, 
And destroy all the children of Sheth. 
And Edom shall be a possession, 
Seir also shall be a possession for his enemies ; 
And Israel shall do valiantly. 

Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion. 
And shall destroy him that remaineth of the city. 
And when he looked on Amalek, he took up his parable, and said, 
Amalek was the first of the nations ; 
But his latter end shall be that be perish for ever. 
And he looked on the Kenites, and took up his parable, and said. 
Strong is thy dwellingplace. 
And thou puttest thy nest in a rock. 
Nevertheless the Kenite shall be wasted. 

Until Asshur shall carry thee away captive. 

» 

• Warn. 
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And he took up his parable, and said, 

Alas, who shall live when God doeth this ! 

And ships shall come from the coast of Chittim, 

And shall afflict Asshur, 

And shall afflict Eber, 

And he also shall perish for ever. 

A' d Balaam rose up, and went and returned to his place: and Balak also 
went his way. 



LESSON LXV. 

THE COUNSEL OF BALAAM. 

Num. XXV. 9 — 18; xxxi. i — 12. 

And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my 
wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake 
among them, that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy. 

Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace : 

And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an 
everlasting priesthood ; because he was zealous for his God, and made an 
atonement for the children of Israel. 

Now the name of the Israelite that was slain, even that was slain with 
the Midianitish woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief 
house among the Simeonites. 

And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain was Cozbi, the 
daughter of Zur; he was head over a people, and of a chief house in Midian. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 

Vex the Midianites, and smite them : 

For they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled you in 
the matter of Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of 
Midian, their sister, which was slain in the day of the plague, for Peor's sake. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 

Avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites : afterward shalt thou be 
gathered unto thy people. 

And Moses spake unto the people, saying, Arm sotne of yourselves unto 
the war, and let them go against the Midianites, and avenge the Lo&D of 
Midian. 

Of every tribe a thousand, throughout all the tribes of Israel, shall ye send 
to the- war. 

So there were delivered out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand of 
every tribe, twelve thousand armed for war. 
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And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand of every tribe, them and 
Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with the holy instruments, 
and the trumpets to blow in his hand. 

And they warred against the Midianites, as the Lord commanded Moses ; 
and they slew all the males. 

And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of them that were 
slain ; namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of 
Midian : Balaam also the son of Beor they slew with the sword. 

And the children of Israel took all the women of Midian captives, and 
their little ones, and took the spoil of all their cattle, and all their fiocks, 
and all their goods. 

And they burnt all their cities wherein they dwelt, and all their goodly 
castles, wiUi fire. 

And they took all the spoil, and all the prey, both of men and of beasts. 

And they brought the captives, and the prey, and the spoil, unto Moses, 
and Eleazar the priest, and unto the congregation of the children of Israel, 
unto the camp at the plains of Moab, which are by Jordan near Jericho. 



LESSON LXVI. 

THE APPOINTMENT OF JOSHUA. 

B.C. 1452. — Num. xxvii. 12 — 23. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Get thee up into this mount Abarim,* 
and see the land which I have given unto the children of Israel. 

And when thou hast seen it, thou also shalt be gathered unto thy people, 
as Aaron thy brother- was gathered. 

For ye rebelled against my commandment in the desert of Zin, in the 
strife of the congregation, to sanctify me at the water before their eyes : that 
is the water of Meribah in Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin. 

And Moses spake unto the Lord, saying. 

Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the con- 
gregation. 

Which may go out before them, and which may go in before them, and 
which may lead them out, and which may bring them in ; that the congre- 
gation of the Lord be not as sheep which have no shepherd. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man 
in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him ; 

And set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation ; 
and give him a charge in their sight. 

And thou shalt put some of thine honour upon him, that all the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel may be obedient 

* The further mountain. 
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And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for 
him after the judgment of Urim before the Lord : at his word shall they 
go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he, and all the children ot 
Israel with him, even all the congregation. 

And Moses did as the Lord commanded him : and he took Joshua, and 
set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation : 

And he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a cliarge, as the Lord 
commanded by the hand of Moses. 



LESSON LXVIL 

THE SETTLEMENTS ON THE EAST OF JORDAN. 

B.C. 1452. — Num. xxxii. {abridged). 

Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great 
multitude of cattle: and when they saw the land of Jazer, and the land 
of Gilead, that, behold, the place was a place for cattle ; 

The children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spake unto 
Moses, and to Eleazar the priest, and unto the princes of the congregation, 
saying. 

The country which the Lord smote before the congregation of Israel is 
a land for cattle, and thy servants have cattle : 

Wherefore, said they, if we have found grace in thy sight, let this land 
be given unto thy servants for a possession, and bring us not over Jordan. 

And Moses said unto the children of Gad and to the children of Reuben, 
Shall your brethren go to war, and shall ye sit here ? 

And wherefore discourage ye the heart of the children of Israel from going 
over into the land which the Lord hath given them ? 

Thus did your fathers, when I sent them from Kadesh-bamea to see the 
land. 

And the Lord's anger was kindled against Israel, and he made them 
wander in the wilderness forty years, until all the generation, that had done 
evil in the sight of the Lord, was consumed. 

And, behold, ye are risen up in your fathers' stead, an increase of sinful 
men, to augment yet the fierce anger of the Lord toward Israel. 

For if ye turn away from after him, he will yet again leave them in the 
wilderness ; and ye shall destroy all this people. 

And they came near unto him, and said. We will build sheepfolds here 
for our cattle, and cities for our little ones : 

But we ourselves will go ready amied before the children of Israel, until 
we have brought them unto their place : and our little ones shall dwell in 
the fenced cities because of the inhabitants of the land. 

We will not return unto our houses, until the children of Israel have 
inherited every man his inheritance. 
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For we will not inherit with them on yonder side of Jordan, or forward ; 
because our inheritance is fallen to us on this side Jordan eastward. 

And Moses said unto them, If ye will do this thing, if ye will go armed 
before the Lord to war, 

And will go all of you armed over Jordan before tlie Lord, until he hath 
driven out his enemies from before him, 

And the land be subdued before the Lord: then afterward ye shall 
return, and be guiltless before the Lord, and before Israel; and this land 
shall be your possession before the Lord. 

But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the Lord : and 
be sure your sin will find you out. 

Build you cities for your little ones, and folds for your sheep ; and do that 
which hath proceeded out of your mouth. 

And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben spake unto Moses, 
saying. Thy servants will do as my lord commandeth. 

And Moses gave unto them,. even to the children of Gad, and to the 
children of Reuben, and unto half the tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, 
the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, and the kingdom of Og king 
of Bashan, the land, with the cities thereof in the coasts, even the cities of 
the coimtry round about. 



LESSON LXVIII. 

THE EXHORTATION OF MOSES. 

Deut. iv. 23 — 40. 

B.C. 145 1. — The name of the last book of Moses is made up of two 
Greek words — ^^ Deuteros^^ {second) and " Nomos^* {faw) — because it 
contains the second repetition of the Law giv.en on Mount Sinai, 

Before Moses was taken away, he assembled the elders and heads 
of the tribes around him, as the host lay encamped below Mount 
Pisgah, and rehearsed the great works that God had done for them, 
and the laws that He had given them. 

Most of those who heard him must have been born since these 
things happened. To ma?ty, the divided sea and the flaming mount, 
with the Voice speaking out of the thick darkness, must have been a 
recollection of their early childhood; to all the rest, of their first 
youth; and only two were there who, as full-grown men, had heard 
those solemn commands, and themselves sealed the covenant by which 
they were to receive the lot of their inheritance. 

Therefore there was good reason that Moses should again rehearse 
to them the " mighty and marvellous acts of the Lord, His wonders 
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and the judgments of His mouth j^ and if it was well for them, it 
was also well for their descendants and for us after them to have 
the great lawgiver's summary of the Law, and commejtt on it, with 
his last additions, 

Deuteronomy consists in the first place of three discourses. First 
comes the description of the circumstances under which they were 
spoken^ the borders of the land attained^ afid the people standing 
before their great leader^ as he appeals to them to say whether God 
has not indeed fulfilled His promise made to their fathers. 

He then recurs to the time when the camp of I srael broke up from 
Mount Horeb; and shortly sums up their career^ God's mercy and 
their sin, with the victories already won as pledges of the future; 
and then makes a most heart-stirring speech^ showing how ifttense 
would be the shame and ingratitude of forsaking the Lord^ who 
had treated them as He had treated no other nation on the face of 
the earth. 

Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget the covenant of the Lord 
your God, which he made with you, and make you a graven image, or the 
likeness of any thing, which the Lord thy God hath forbidden thee. 

For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God. 

When thou shalt beget children, and children's children, and ye shall 
have remained long in the land, and shall corrupt yourselves, and make a 
graven image, or the likeness of any thing, and shall do evil in the sight of 
the Lord thy God, to provoke him to anger : 

I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye shall soon 
utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it ; 
ye shall not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed. 

And the Lord shall scatter you among the nations, and ye shall be left 
few in number among the heathen, whither the Lord shall lead you. 

And there ye shall serve gods, the work of men's hands, wood and stone, 
which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. 

But if from thence thou shalt seek the Lord thy God, thou shalt find 
him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul. 

When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, 
even in the latter days, if thou turn to the Lord thy God, and shalt be 
obedient unto his voice ; 

(For the Lord thy God is a merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, 
neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he sware 
unto them. 

For ask now of the days that are past, which were before thee, since the 
day that God created man upon the earth, and ask from the one side of 
heaven unto the other, whether there hath been any such thing as this great 
thing is, or hath been heard like it ? 

Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the 
fire, as thou hast heard, and live ? 

Or hath God assayed * to go and take him a nation from the midst of 

* Undertaken. 
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aiK>thcr nation, by temptations^* by signs, and by wonders, and by war, 
and by a uiij^hty hand, and by a stretched out arm,+ and by great terrors, 
acccudiiii; to all that the Lord your God did for you in Egypt before your 
eyes? 

Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know that the Lord he is 
God ; there is none else beside him. 

Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, that he might instruct thee : 
and upon earth he shewed thee his great fire ; and thou h«Lrdest his words 
out of the midst of the fire. 

And because he loved thy fathers, therefore he chose their seed after 
them, and brought thee out in his sight with his mighty power out of Egypt ; 

To drive out nations from before thee greater and mightier than thou 
art, to bring thee in, to give thee their land for an inheritance, as it is 
this day. 

Know therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart, that the Lord he 
is God in heaven above, and upon the earth beneath : there is none else. 

Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, J and his commandments, which I 
command thee this day, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children 
after thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days upon the earth, which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, for ever. 



LESSON LXIX. 

THE KING AND THE PROPHET. 

Deux. xvii. 14 — 20 ; xviiL 15 — 22. 

B.C. 145 1. — In the fifth chapter a second discourse is begun, chiefly 
consisting of the renewal of the laws given at Mount Horeb, with 
the adaptation some of them would need to suit a people settled 
among fields and houses, rather than wanderers living in tents. 
We may suppose it was all delivered at once to the heads of the 
people standing around Moses, 

When thou art come unto the land which the Lord thy Gk)d giveth thee, 
and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell therein, and shalt say, I will set a king 
over me, like as all the nations that are about me ; 

Thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, whom the Lord thy God 
shall choose : one from among thy brethren shalt thou set king over thee : 
thou mayest not set a stranger over thee, which is not thy brother. 

But he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return 
to Egypt, to the end that he should multiply horses : forasmuch as the Lord 
hath said unto you. Ye shall henceforth return no more that way. 
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Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away : 
neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold. 

And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he 
shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the 
priests the Levites : 

And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life : 
that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep all the words of this 
law and these statutes, to do them : 

That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not 
aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left : to the end 
that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his chilaren, in the 
midst of Israel. 

****** 

The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst 
of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me ; unto him ye shall hearken ; 

According to all that thou desiredst of the Lord thy God in Horeb in 
the day of the assembly, saying. Let me not hear again the voice of the 
Lord my God, neither let me see this great fire any more, that I die not. 

And the Lord said unto me, They have well spoken that which they 
have spoken. 

I will raise them up a Prophet, from among their brethren, like unto thee, 
and will put my words in his mouth ; and he shall speak unto them all that 
I shall command him. 

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words 
which he shall speak in my name, T will require it of him. 

But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which 
T have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name ot 
other gods, even that prophet shall die. 

And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the 
Lord hath not spoken ? 

When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow 
not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, 
but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously : thou shalt not be afraid 
of him. 



LESSON LXX. 

THE RECORD ON MOUNT EBAL. 
B.C. I451. — DEUT. XXvii. I — 13. 

And Moses with the eldere of Israel commanded the people, saying, 
Keep all the commandments which I command you this day. 

And it shall be on the day when ye shall pass over Jordan unto the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, that thou shalt set thee uij ^^.-ja. 
stones, and plaister them with plaister : 
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And thou shalt write upon them all the words of this law, when thou art 
passed over, that thou mayest go in unto the land which the Lord thy God 
^uvcth thcc, a land that floweth with milk and honey ; as the Lord God of 
thy fathers hath promised thee. 

Therefore it shall be when ye be gone over Jordan, that ye shall set up 
these stones, which I command you this day, in mount Ebal, and thou shalt 
plaistcr them with plaister. 

And there shalt thou build an altar unto the Lord thy God, an altar of 
stones : thou shalt not lift up any iron tool upon them. 

Thou shalt build the altar of the LoRj^ diy God of whole stones : and 
thou shalt offer burnt offerings thereon utito the Lord thy God : 

And thou shalt offer peace offerings, and shalt eat there, and rejoice 
before the Lord thy God. 

And thou shalt write upon the stones all the words of this law very 
plainly. 

And Moses and. the priests the Levites spake unto all Israel, saying. Take 
heed, and hearken, O Israel ; this day thou art become the people of the 
Lord thy God. 

Thou shalt therefore obey the voice of the Lord thy God, and do his 
commandments and his statutes, which I command thee this day. 

And Moses charged the people the same day, saying. 

These shall stand upon mount Gerizim to bless the people, when ye are 
come over Jordan ; Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and 
Joseph, and Benjamin : 

And these shall stand upon mount Ebal to curse; Reuben, Gad, and 
Asher, and Zebulun, Dan, and NaphtalL 
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LESSON LXXI. 

THE COMMINATION OF ISRAEL. 

B.C. 145 1. — Deux, xxvii. 14 — 26; xxviiL i — 14. 

And the Levites shall speak, and say unto all the men of Israel with a 
loud voice. 

Cursed be the man that maketh any graven or molten image, an abomi- 
nation* unto the Lord, the work of the hands of the craftsman, f and 
putteth it in a secret place. And all the people shall answer and say, 
Amen.J 

Cursed be he that setteth light by his father or his mother. And all the 
people shall say. Amen. 

Cursed be he that removeth his neighbour's landmark. And all the people 
shall say, Amen. 

* A thing hateful. t Workman. J So it is. 
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Curse«l be he that maketh the blind to wander out of the way. And all 
the people shall say, Amen. 

Cursed be he that perverteth the judgment of the stranger, fatherless, and 
widow. And all the jjeople shall say. Amen. 

[Cursed are those who act impurely.] 

Cursed be he that smiteth his neighbour secretly. And all the people 
shall say, Amen. 

Cursed be he that taketh reward to slay an innocent person. And all 
the people shall say, Amen. 

Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them. 
And all the people shall say. Amen. 

* * * 1^ * * 

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice 

of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I 

command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above 

all nations of the earth : 

And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou 

shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God. 

Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. 

Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and 

the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. 

Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store. 

Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be 

when thou goest out. 

The Lord shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be 

smitten before thy face : they shall come out against thee one way, and flee 

before thee seven ways. 

The Lord shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and 

in all that thou settest thine hand unto ; and he shall bless thee in the land 

which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

The Lord shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath 

sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord thy 

God, and walk in his ways. 

And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of 

the Lord ; and they shall be afraid of thee. 

And the Lord shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy 

body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy*ground, in the 

land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers to give thee. 

The Lord shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the 

rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand : and 

thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. 

And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not the tail ; * and thou 

shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath ; if that thou hearken 

unto the commandments of the Lord thy God, which I command thee this 

day, to observe and to do them : 

And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command 

thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to 

serve them. 

* The first, and not the last. 
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LESSON LXXII. 

THE PUNISHMENT. 
B.C. 1 45 1. — DeuT. xxviii. 15 — 26, 3 1 — 34, 36 — 41. 

But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the 
Lord thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes 
wliich I command thee this day ; that all these curses shall come upon thee, 
and overtake thee : 

Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field. 

Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store. 

Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy land, the 
increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. 

Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when 
thou goest out. 

The Lord shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that 
thou settest thine hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed, and until 
thou perish quickly ; because of the wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou 
hast forsaken me. 

The Lord shall make the pestilence cleave unto thee, until he have con- 
sumed thee from off the land, whither thou goest to possess it. 

The Lord shall smite thee with a consumption, and with a fever, and 
with an inflammation, and ^vith an extreme burning, and with the sword, 
and with blasting, and with mildew ; and they shall pursue thee until thou 
perish. 

And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that 
is under thee shall be iron. 

The Lord shall make the rain of thy land powder and dust : from heaven 
shall it come down upon thee, until thou be destroyed. 

The Lord shall cause thee to be smitten before thine enemies : thou 
shalt go out one way against them, and flee seven ways before them : and 
shalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth. 

And thy carcase shall be meat unto all fowls of the air, and unto the 
beasts of the earth, and no man shall fray* them away. 

Thine ox shall be slain before thine eyes, and thou shalt not eat thereof: 
thine ass shall be violently taken away from before thy face, and shall not 
be restored to thee : thy sheep shall be given unto thine enemies, and thou 
shalt have none to rescue them. 

Thy sons and thy daughters shall be given unto another people, and 
thine eyes shall look, and fail with longing for them all the day long : and 
there shall be no might .in thine hand. 
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The fruit of thy land, and all thy labours, shall a nation yrhich thou 
knowest not eat up ; and thou shalt be only oppressed and crushed alway : 

So that thou shalt be mad for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see. 

The Lord shall bring thee, and thy king which thou shalt set over thee, 
unto a nation which neither thou nor thy fathers have known ; and there 
shalt thou serve other gods, wood and stone. 

And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among 
all nations whither the Lord shall lead thee. 

Thou shalt carry much seed out into the field, and shalt gather but little 
in ; for the locust shall consume it. 

Thou shalt plant vineyards, and dress them, but shalt neither drink of 
the wine, nor gather the grapes ; for the worms shall eat them. 

Thou shalt have olive trees throughout all thy coasts, but thou shalt not 
anoint thyself with the oil ; for thine olive shall cast his fruit. 

Thou shalt beget sons and daughters, but thou shalt not enjoy them; for 
they shall go into captivity. 



LESSON LXXIII. 

THE DOOM OF ISRAEL. 

B.C. 145 1. — Deuteronomy xxviii. 47—68. 

Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God with joyfulness, and with 
gladness of heart, for the abundance of all things ; 

Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which the Lord shall send 
against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of 
all things : and he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have 
destroyed thee. 

The Lord shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the end of 
the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth ; a nation whose tongue thou shalt 
not understand ; * 

A nation of fierce countenance, which shall not regard the person of 
the old, nor shew favour to the young : 

And he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit of thy land, until 
thou be destroyed : which also shall not leave thee either com, wine, or 
oil, or the increase of thy kine, or flocks of thy sheep, imtil he have 
destroyed thee. 

And he shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced 
walls come down, wherein thou trustedst, throughout all thy land : and 
he shall besiege thee in all thy gates throughout all thy land, which the 
Lord thy God hath given thee. 

And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy 
and of thy daughters, which the Lord thy God hath given thee, in 
siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee 
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So that the man that is tender among you, and very delicate, his eye 
shall be evil toward his brother, and toward the wife of his bosom, and 
toward the remnant of his children which he shall leave : 

So that he will not give to any of them of the flesh of his children 
whom he shall eat : because he hath nothing left him in the siege, and 
in the straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee in all thy 
gates. 

The tender and delicate woman among you, which would not adventure 
to set the sole of her foot upon the ground for delicateness and tender- 
ness, her eye shall be evil toward the husband of her bosom, and toward 
her son, and toward her daughter. 

And toward her young one, and toward her children which she shall 
bear: for she shall eat them for want of all things secretly in the siege 
and straitness, wherewith thine enemy shall distress thee in thy gates. 

If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law that are written 
in this book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, THE 
LORD THY GOD ; 

Then the Lord will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of 
thy seed, even great plagues, and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, 
and of long continuance. 

Moreover he will bring upon thee all the diseases of Egypt, which thou 
wast afraid of ; and they shall cleave unto thee. 

Also every sickness, and every plague, which is not written in the book 
of this law, them will the Lord bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed. 

And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye were as the stars of 
heaven for multitude ; becauee thou wouldest not obey the voice of the 
Lord thy God. 

And it shall come to pass, that as the Lord rejoiced over you to do 
you good, and to multiply you ; so the Lord will rejoice over you to 
destroy you, and to bring you to nought ; and ye shall be plucked from 
off the land whither thou goest to possess it. 

And the Lord shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end 
of the earth even unto the other ; and there thou shalt serve other gods, 
whith neither thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood and stone. 

And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole 
of thy foot have rest : but the Lord shall give thee there a trembling heart, 
and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind : 

And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee ; and thou shalt fear day 
and night, and shalt have none /assurance of thy life : 

In the morning thou shalt say. Would God it were even ! and at even 
thou shalt say. Would God it were morning ! for the fear of thine heart 
wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine eyes which thou 
shalt see. 

And the Lord shall bring thee into Egypt again with ships, by the 
way whereof I spake unto thee. Thou shalt see it no more again : and 
there ye shall be sold unto your enemies for bondmen and bondwomen, 
and no man shall buy you. 
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LESSON LXXIV. 

THE CHOICE OF ISRAEL, 

B.C. 145 1. — Deut. xxix. 29 ; XXX. I — 5, 9—20. 

The secret things belong unto the Lord our God : but those things which 
are revealed* belong unto us and to our children for ever, that v^re may do all 
the words of this law. 

1^ if. H. H. il. m. 

And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the 
blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them 
to mind among all the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath driven thee, 

And shalt return unto the Lord thy God, and shalt obey his voice accord- 
ing to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul ; 

That then the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compas- 
sion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither 
the Lord thy God hath scattered thee. 

If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence 
will the Lord thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee : 

And the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers 
possessed, and thou shalt possess it ; and he will do thee good, and multiply 
thee above thy fathers. 

And the Lord thy God will make thee plenteous in every work of thine 
hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit 
of thy land, for good : for the Lord will again rejoice over thee for good, 
as he rejoiced over thy fathers ; 

If thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to keep his 
commandments and his statutes which are written in this book of the law, 
and if thou turn unto the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy soul. 

For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden 
from thee, neither is it far off. 

It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say. Who shall go up for us to 
heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? 

Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over 
the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it ? 

But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that 
thou mayest do it. 

See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil ; 

In that I command thee this day to love the Lord thy God, to walk in 

* Made known. 
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his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judg- 
ments, that thou mayest live and multiply ; and the Lord thy God shall 
bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it 

But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be 
drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them ; 

I denoimce* unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye 
shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan 
to go to possess it. 

I call heaven and earth to record + this day against you, that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and cursing : therefore choose life, that 
both thou and thy seed may live : 

That thou mayest love the Lord thy God, and that thou mayest obey 
his voice, and that thou mayest cleave t unto him: for he is thy life, and the 
length of thy days : that thou mayest dwell in the land which the Lord 
sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them. 



LESSON LXXV. 

THE LAW DELIVERED TO THE LEVITES. 

B.c 145 1. — Deuteronomy xxxi. 1—3, 7 — 13, 25 — 27. 

And Moses went and spake these words unto all Israel. 

And he said unto them, I am an hundred and twenty years old this day ; 
I can no more go out and come in : also the Lord hath said unto me. Thou 
shalt not go over this Jordan. 

The Lord thy God, he will go over before thee, and he will destroy these 
nations from before thee, and thou shalt possess them : and Joshua, he shall 
go over before thee, as the Lord hath said. 

♦ ^ ♦ ♦ ♦ * « 

Be strong and of a good coun^e, fear not, nor be afraid of them : for the 
Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with theej he will not fail, thee, nor 
forsake thee. 

And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all 
Israel, Be strong and of a good courage ; for thou must go with this people 
unto the land which the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to give them ; 
and thou shalt cause them to inherit it 

And the Lord, he it is that doth go before thee ; he will be with thee, 
he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee : fear not, neither be dismayed. 

And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the priests the sons of 
Levi, which bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and unto all the 
elders of Israel. 

And Moses commanded them, saying, At the end of every seven years, 
in the solemnity of the year of reltase, in the feast of tabernacles. 

When all Israel is come to appear before the Lord thy God in the place 

* Declare. t Witness. J Hold closely to. 
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which he shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their 
hearing. 

Gather the people together, men, and women, and children, and thy 
stranger that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may 
learn, and fear the Lord your God, and observe to do all the words of this 
law: 

And that their children, which have not known anything, may hear, and 
learn to fear the Lord your God, as long as ye live in the land whither ye 
go over Jordan to possess it 

Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, saying, 

Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be there for a witness against 
thee. 

For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck :* behold, while I am yet 
alive with you this day, ye have been rebellious against the Lord ; and how 
much more after my death ? 



LESSON LXXVI.f 

THE LAST SONG OF MOSES, 
Deut. xxxii. 7 — 12, 29 — 36. 

B.C. 1451.— -<4 very grand and beautiful song of prophecy was 
then committed by Moses to the care of the Levites^ dwelling upon 
the exceeding mercy of God to Israel^ but mourning over their 
exceeding ingratitude and folly ^ and the destruction that they 
would bring on themselves. 

Remember the days of old, 

Consider the years of many generations : 

Ask thy father, and he will shew thee ; 

Thy elders, and they will tell thee. 

When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, 

"When he separated the sons of Adam, 

He set the bounds of the people 

According to the number of uie children of Israel. 

For the Lord's portion is his people ; 

Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 

He found him in a desert land, 

And in the waste howling wilderness; 

He led him about, he instructed him, 

He kept him as the apple of his eye. 

As an eagle stirreth up her nest, 

* Obstinacy. t Not for the younger ones. 

♦ N 2 
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Fluttereth over her young, 

Spreadeth abroad her wings, 

Taketh them, beareth them on her wings : 

So the Lord alone did lead him. 

And there was no strange god with him. 

***** 
O that they were wise, that they understood this, 
That they would consider their latter end ! 
How should one chase a thousand. 
And two put ten thousand to flight, 
Except their Rock had sold them. 
And the Lord had shut them up ? 
For their rock is not as our Rock, 
Even our enemies themselves being judges. 
For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, 
And of the fields of Gomorrah : 
Their grapes are grapes of gall. 
Their clusters are bitter : 
Their wine is the poison of dragons, 
And the cruel venom of asps. * 
Is not this laid up in store with me. 
And sealed up among my treasures ? 
To me belongeth vengeance, and recompence ; 
Their foot shall slide in due time : 
For the day of their calamity is at hand, 
And the things that shall come upon them make haste. 
For the Lord shall judge his people. 
And repent himself for his servants. 
When he seeth that their power is gone, 
And there is none shut up, or left. 



LESSON LXXVII.f 

MOSES' BLESSING TO THE TRIBES. 
B.C. 1451. — Deut. xxxii. 48 — 52; xxxiii. i — ii. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses that selfsame day, saying. 

Get thee up into this mountain Abarim, unto mount Nebo, which is 
in the land of Moab, that is over against Jericho ; and behold the land of 
Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel for a possession : 

And die in the mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy 
people ; as Aaron thy brother died in mount Hor, and was gathered unto 
his people : 

Because ye trespassed % against me among the children of Israel at the 

* Sarpents. t Not for the younger ones. J Sinned. 
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waters of Meribah-Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin ; because ye sanctified 
me not in the midst of the children of Israel. 

Yet thou shalt see the land before thee ; but thou shalt not go thither 
unto the land which I give the children of Israel. 

♦ ♦ ♦ * * * 

• And this is the blessing wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the 
children of Israel before his death. 
And he said, 

The Lord came from Sinai, 

And rose up from Seir unto them ; 

He shined forth from mount Paran, 

And he came with ten thousands of saints : 

From his right hand went a fiery law for tbem. 

Yea, he loved the people : 

All his saints are in thy hand : 

And they sat down at thy feet ; 

Every one shall receive of thy words. 

Moses commanded us a law, 

Even the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob. 

And he was king in Jeshurun, * 

When the heads of the people 

And the tribes of Israel were gathered together. 

Let Reuben live, and not die ; 

And let not his men be few. 
And this is the blessing of Judah : and he said, 

Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah, 

And bring him unto his people : 

Let his hands be sufficient for him ; 

And be thou an help to him from his enemies. 
And of Levi he said. 

Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one, 

Whom thou didst prove at Massah, 

And with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah ; 

Who said unto his father and to his mother, 

I have not seen him ; 

Neither did he acknowledge his brethren, 

Nor knew his own children : 

For they have observed thy word, 

And kept thy covenant. 

They shall teach Jacob thy judgments. 

And Israel thy law ; 

They shall put incense before thee, 

And whole burnt sacrifice upon thine altar. 

Bless, Lord, his substance, f 

And accept the work of his hands ; 

Smite through the loins of them that rise against him. 

And of them that hate him, that they rise not aqain 

* The Beloved, a name for the Israelites, 
f What belongs to him. 
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LESSON LXXVIIL* 

THE BLESSING OP MOSES (r 

RC. 145 1. — Deut. xxxiiL 12 — 29. 

And of Benjamin he said. 

The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by him ; 
And the Lord shall cover him all the day long. 
And he shall dwell between his shooldeis. 

And of Joseph he said. 

Blessed of the Lord be his land. 

For the precious things of heaven, for the dew. 

And for the deep that coucheth beneath. 

And for the precious fruits bnnig^ forth by the son. 

And for the precious things put forth by the moon, 

And for the chief things of the ancient mountains. 

And for the precious things of the lasting hills. 

And for the precious things of the earth and fulness therec^. 

And for the good will of him that dwelt in the bush : 

Let the blessing come upcm the head of Joseph, 

And upon the top of the head of him that was sepa ra ted from 

his brethren* 
His glory is like the firstling of his bullock. 
And his horns are like the horns of unicorns : 
With them he shall push the people 
Together to the ends of the earth : 
And they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, 
And they are the thousands of Manasseh. 

And of ZebiUun he said, 

Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out ; 

And, Issachar, in thy tents. 

They shall call the people unto the mountain ; 

There they shall ofier sacrifices of righteousness : 

For they shall suck of the abundance of the seas, 

And of treasures hid in the sand. 

And of Gad he said. 

Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad : 

He dwelleth as a lion, and teareth the arm with the crown of 

the head. 
And he provided the first part for himself 
Because there, in a portion of the lawgiver, was he seated ; 
And he came with the heads of the people, 

* Not for the younger ones. 
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He executed the justice of the Lord, 

And his judgments with Israel. 
And of Dan he said, 

Dan is a lion's whelp : 

He shall leap from Bashan. 
And of Naphtali he said, 

O Naphtali, satisfied with favour, 

And full with the blessing of the Lord : 

Possess thou the west and the south. 
And of Asher he said. 

Let Asher be blessed with children ; 

Let him be acceptable to his brethren. 

And let him dip his foot in oil. 

Thy shoes shall be iron and brass ; 

And as thy days, so shall thy strength be. 

There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, 

Who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, 

And in his excellency on the sky. 

The eternal God is thy refuge, 

And underneath are the everlasting arms : 

And he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee ; 

And shall say, Destroy them. 

Israel then shall dwell in safely alone : 

The fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land of com and wine ; 

Also his heavens shall drop down dew. 

Happy art thou, O Israel : 

Who is like imto thee, O people saved by the Lord, 

The shield of thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency I 

And thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee ; 

And thou shalt tread upon their high places. 



LESSON LXXIX. 

THE DEATH OF MOSES. 

B.C. 145 1. — Deut. xxxiv. 

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, 
to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho. And the Lord shewed 
him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan. 

And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the 
land of Judah, unto the utmost sea, 

And the south, and the plain of the vaUey of Jericho, the city of palm 
trees, unto Zoar. . 

M 
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And the Lord said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto 
Abraham, unto Isaac, and imto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed : 
1 have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over 
thither. 

So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, 
according to the word of the Lord. 

And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth- 
peor : but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. 

And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died : his eye 
was not dim, nor his natural force abated. 

And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty 
days : so the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended. 

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom ; for Moses 
had laid his hands upon him : and the children of Israel hearkened unto 
him, and did as the Lord commanded Moses. 

And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the 
Lord knew face to face, 

In all the signs and the wonders, which the Lord sent him to do in the 
land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land, 

And in all that mighty hand, and in all the great terror which Moses 
shewed in the sight ol all Israel. 



THE END. 
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